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By-lbtissuED Awadat - 

fecial to The Star 

wSs^rrSL^ 11 Umm Ibrahim, 62, 
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With the passing, of time, these “rituals** have 


one’s way through the marriage game 


changed. Today, most young people prefer to find 
their own pan ners. 

However, the existence of Umm Ibrahim and nih- 
era like her means that some things will never 
change, and that there arc those who don't warn to 
submit to the so-called modem ways. Some are even 
saying that this is a slap in the face to the notions of 
love and romance. 

"My eldest son was married after what he called 
a ‘love at first sight* affair. I tried to persuade him to 
let me find him another girl, but he refused." Umm 
Ibrahim said, stressing that her son isn’t happy in his 
marriage. 

"On the contrary, my other two sons, whose 


hridcs I chose myself, are very pleased with their 
wives, and thank me on every occasion." she added. 

In our days, marriage meant a big responsibility 
and expensive demands. These prevented many men 
from entering the golden cage. 

“The dowry of the bride is the biggest obstacle for 
any groom. Then it is finding a house and then, buy¬ 
ing a car." All these have affected the age of mar¬ 
riage. "Whereas before a girl would wed at IT, today 
her wedding age has increased to between the ages 
of 26 and 30.*' Um Ibrahim continued. 

Her work starts when someone comes to her 
Continued on page 2 
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Tension high 
after Israelis . 

killing of 
Palestinians 
at roadblock 

HEBRON (Agencies)— 
Israeli soldiers opened 
fire on an Arab-owned 
van at a West Bank 
roadblock Tuesday, kill¬ 
ing three Palestinian pas¬ 
sengers and wounding at 
least four. An Israeli sol¬ 
dier was injured after- 
whnt the army said was 
an attempt by the van to 
run the roadblock;. 

As news of ihe incir 
dent spread., protests 
erupted in the iieartry 
town of Hebron. Dozens 
of Palestinian's threw. 
stones nl Israeli - solifiers ' 
in the divided city. .;'' - ;• j 
T he workers.; f ■w»je. 

returning -'frorti■ conStnii;-:-,; 
tion jobs in': Israel, aStT* 
approached. soldiers [ 
already on alert because.' 
of Wednesday evening s 
start of the Jewish Parira 
observance. It was dur¬ 
ing Purim in 1994 that 
settler Baruch Goldstein 
opened fire at a mosque, 
in Hebron. * killing 29 
worshipers. In ; 1996. a 
Palestinian suicide 
bomber blew up a bus in ; 
Tel Aviv during Purim, 
killing 14. . 

The shooting came at 
a time of deadlock 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians over .the . 
scope of an Israeli troop 
withdrawal in the West 
Bank. Palestinian anger 
over the stalled negotia¬ 
tions has been running 
high, and the Palestinian 
leader. Yassir Arafat, has 
warned of a possible new' 
Palestinian uprising 
against Israel. 

Israeli officials said- 
the van tried lo run over 
an Israeli soldier who 
was lightly' injured. 
Israeli troops then 
opened fire, killing three. 
Palestinian officials said 
the van veered off the 
road because of mechani-. 
cal problems. 

Palestinian witnesses 
had a different account. 
Lafi Ghais. a Palestinian 
security officer told Reu¬ 
ters that “the Ford 
entered the checkpoint as 
usual. It didn't stop 
because the soldiers 
didn’t order it to stop 
and then one soldier shot 
at the car.'* “It didn't run 

Continued on page 2 
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Following Prince Hassan’s visit to Tel Aviv 

-New beginning’ 
marked in Jordan, 
Israel ties 


Rejecting government interference 

PAs defend role as 
‘national duty’ 


By a Star Staff Writer & 
agency reports V * 

JORDAN. AND Israel marked 
‘’ar riew begwuring^ in bilateral 
relations :dns week. Both 
agreed to take steps to “rem- 
vigrirate, jb&,-peace process 
And, of strained. 


■MiG&is Stiff J 

To«day W 4 Av»v,-;Tlie 

X*icsiw ..-UyiUMi j; 

his visit “ts a landmark change ' 
for ..the.. better.’! hfoariyahu'"- 
agrced. saying, TWe havebada- 
newbegutning.’’ , ... 

. Relations between fhe:two - 
countries deteriorated sifter. 
Mos^: agents't^tecassasri-, 
bate Hamas Jeadef! Ktiafcd 
Misha’al in Amrnaft Iasi Sep¬ 
tember. v Jordanian: police 
anested tvro of die agents and ■ 
allowcd tbcir release only after ;. 
Israel agreed tofiree Jordanian 
and- Palestinian ;. prisoners 
including Tlamasspiritual .’ 
leader Sheikh. Ahmad Yassin.-, 
Tension - eased ' after Mossad'. 
chief Danny Yatom handed in ’:'* 
Ms; . resignation ; earlier . this 
month after another Mossad 
covert operation'went wrong in ' . 
Switzerland; 

At the end of his one-day: 
visit to Tel Aviv, Prince Has¬ 
san and’Netanyahtt issued alO- 
point joint statement calling for 
a resurppuon of multilateral 
negotatioas. . ; . 

The statement said Israel has 
established a $106 million fund r 
to promote “joint ventures and 
other economic activities in 
Jordan." The two - countries 
said they will ask the European 
Community lo follow a CIS 
lead and accord duty-free entry 
to products of Jcrndanian-Israeli 
origin. ■ 

According to' the statement, 
Israel will divert more flights - 
from its small airpcrt at Eilat to 
Jordan’s neighboring Aqaba. 
Both leaders, also welcomed 
Japan’s . contribution .to the - 
rebuilding of AJtenby (King 
Hussein) Bridget 

prince Hassan also briefed 
Netanyahu on his jfieeting with 



By Ibtisam Awadat 

Special to The Star 

THE RELATIONSHIP between rhe govern¬ 
ment and professional associations seems to 
be mutual: Both are weary of each other. 
7716 coming confrontation may center on a 
proposed law for professional associations 
which, ihe government hopes, will greatly 
limit their social and political role. 

Bul until now the government has not 
sent a draft law to the Lower House, 
although on many occasions it hinted that it 
was looking into ways to curtail the politi¬ 
cal influence of associations on their 
members. If the government unveils a draft 
law, the issue is bound to create tensions in 
relations with the PAs. 

“I think that the reaction of the PAs to a 
new law will be more violent and more 
drastic than what happened during the 
amendment to the Press and Publication. 
Law,” adds Dr Abu Meizar. president of ihe 
Dentists Association (DA). 

On on© hand, oboorvora „tuy, the govern 

ment is adopting a contentious attitude, 
believing that it is time for the associations 
to stop meddling in politics and stick to 
serving their members and their respected 
professions. 

But this is certainly not the view of the 
associations whose leaders say their work is 
pan of what they term as “national duty" 
which inevitably involves politics. 

The newly elected president of the largest 
and most powerful of the associations, the 


Jordan Engineers Association (JEA). Husni 
Abu Ghaida stresses that there u» no separa¬ 
tion between national actions and profes¬ 
sional ones. 

“The association's law confirms the pro¬ 
tection of the member's life and freedom. 
Isn't this what we call politics'?" Abu 
Ghaidu asks. 

Rumors about the government's attempt 
to present a unified law governing all the 
activities of professional associations will 
almost certainly lead to a political crisis, 
•observers says. Moreorer. the proposed law 
will undermine the authority of these asso¬ 
ciations by making membership non- 
mandatory. 

"I think the government's attempt to pass 
a unified law' for professional associations 
is another way of making membership non- 
obligaiory." says Dr Sliced Abu Meizer. 

Abu Ghaida ciies many examples of ihe 
sirong relation between politics and the 
work of these associations. 

••When u-e ask lo lift ihe <ancrions 
imposed on Aqaba or Iraq, that means res¬ 
cuing national industry which was origi¬ 
nally established according to our relation 
with Iraq," he says. 'Between a quarter and 
a half of the factories in Suhab Industrial 
Estate have been closed down because of 
the UN sanctions." 

As a result, the number of unemployed 
engineers that increased as a result became 

Continued on page 2 


Prince Hassan meeting with Netanyahu in Tel Aviv on Tuesday 


Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat in the West Bank town of 
RamaJIah Monday. 

Although he said he was not 
coining to Israel to mediate on 
bdttalf of the Palestinians, the 
Prince told. journalists in 
-Ramallah his discussions with 
bjetanyaha will, focus *‘pn the 
heed to respect the require¬ 
ments of the Palestinians and . 
ihe full implementation of the 
accords.” lsrael and the Pales¬ 
tinian Authority-signed interim 
peace, accords in-1993< but the 
process has broken down over 
Israeli ■ troop withdrawal from 
the West Bank. . 

- US and European attempts to 
: force -Israel to cany out a .sec¬ 
ond pullback from the West 
Bank. have proved unsuccess- . 
fill; Netanyahu has warned the 
US not to pressure - Israel into, 
making a wide-ranging rede¬ 
ployment from the occupied 
areas, •••■'■ 

' Israel has said it wifi .puli oul : 
of 10 percent-of the territories 
while Palestinians arc demand¬ 
ing a full withdrawal from the 
land Israel occupied during the 
1967 Arab-israeli ivar, includ¬ 
ing East Jerusalem. : . . " 


It was not immediately 
■ known if Jordanian efforts to 
convince Israel to complete its 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank and to begin negotiations 
on the .territories' final status 
. made any progress. 

Amman vowed to support 
the Palestinians in any decision 
they make in the peace process. 

But sources said talks 
between Prince Hasan and 
President Arafat in Ramallah 
may have focused on a US pro¬ 
posal for a 13 percent troop 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank, rejected by the Palestin¬ 
ian Authority as a violation nf 
the 1993 interim agreement. 

Jordan has said it would sup¬ 
port any Palestinian policy on 
an Israeli withdrawal. But a 
Palestinian representative in 
Amman said Jordan “expects a 
more lenient position from the 
Palestinian Authority.” 

At their meeting in the West 
Bank the Prince and Arafat 
called on Israel to "respect and 
implement" the agreements 
signed in the White House four 
years ago heiween Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

Prince Hassan told reporters 


in Tel Aviv that Jordan and 
Israel will cooperate “on the 
basis of respect for the security 
of each country in this region." 

Praising Prince Hassan as a 
friend and a world statesman, 
Netanyahu said. "This relation¬ 
ship (between Jordan and 
Israel] should and can serve as 
n model for ihe benefits of 
peace for others as well" 

The delegation accompany¬ 
ing Prince Hassan included the 
Lower House Speaker. Deputy 
Prime Minister and Informa¬ 
tion Minister. Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister, 
a number of cabinet members 
and members of parliament, 
leading businessmen and chief 
editors of Jordanian papers. 

Speaking at a dinner banquet 
given in his honor on Tuesday 
by the Israeli Prime Minister. 
Prince Hassan said “our com¬ 
mitment is to this kind of 
peace. A peace in which people 
believe." he said. . 

The Crown Prince reiterated 
Jordan's moral responsibility 
towards the Palestinians as 
well as Jordan's continued sup¬ 
port of their Palestinian breth- 

Conturaed on page 2 


NCP struggles to 
overcome internal crises 


By Raed AI Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
LESS THAN a year after its 
founding, the National Consti¬ 
tutional Party (NCP) is today 
fighting for survival. Of the 
nine parties that merged to 
form the NCP. only five 
remain. Ever since its forma¬ 
tion. the party has been beset 
by resignations, both from the 
rank and file around the coun¬ 
try, and by senior party figures. 
Today, the situation has 
become so bad that the party is 
holding on by the skin of its 
teeth. 

The party has already lost 
four former general secretaries, 
who are blaming what they 
claim lo be the unilateral way 
decisions are made by NCP 
boss Abdel Had! AJ Majali. Bui 
part of the reason for dissatis¬ 
faction. observers say. is the 
fact that the Al Ahd Party, 
which Majali headed and 
brought into the merger, now 
dominates the NCP. 



Rawabdeh 

"There is no NCP. only Al 
Ahad but under a new name." 
said Tala! A! Ramahi. a former 
general secretary of the centrist 
Al Wahdawion. Al Ramahi 
resigned his post on the NCP 
late last year. 

He says that the major problem 
lies in the leadership of the party. 
“We did not elect this leadership 
and there was no founding con¬ 
ference for the party..." 


But AI Majali rejects those 
who say that the leadership of 
the party involves only the 27 
members of the higher council. 
The council discusses the 
issues amongst themselves and 
only they vote on them. In an 
angry mood, he says that 
“democracy is not about send¬ 
ing your resignation to the 
press while refusing to discuss 
it with your leadership." 

The Star tried to contact 
NCP officials but they refused 
to answer quesiions. Hakam 
Khair says that he is fed up 
with the press focusing on the 
so-called internal problems of 
the party, and Majali rejected a 
request for an interview. 

But like it or not the party's 
fortunes arc flagging. The 
heightened feelings that domi¬ 
nated the party when it was 
first formed is quickly turning 
sour. 

A kef AI Faycz. a prominent 

Continued on page 2 


Letter from Cairo: 

Train tourism in Egypt could 
be the next big thing 


By Samir Raafai 

CAIRO—The other day. 82 foreign jour- / 
nalists were treated rb a first in the long 
history of railway presence in Egypt. For 
two ftill days they traveled by special train 
across 600 kilometers of 
breathtaking desert terrain, 
from the' Libyan .and White 
deserts west of the Nile to 
the earthen ranges and Wf M 
rocky plateaus cast of il At * 
some point the. festive train , Q >. -y. k r | 
crossed the Nile al Qena, fj £2 IJ J. / l 

less'than a hundred kilorne- - Vo¬ 

ters north of Luxor, where, 
jiot so long ago, those same. • . 
journalists had sent their . _ 

gruesome reports on die November 17- 
massacn- in which 58 tourists and-four 
-Egyptians lost their lives at the .hands of - 


terrorists.' 

As it. turned out. organizing the train 
ride was a logistical feat of its own. This 
was the first time a passenger train was 
going to run from the Western 
. Desert Oasis of Al Kharga to 

iit rsk 1,16 R®**' Port of. Safaga. 
illlw And these were not ordinary 

•jSSy passengers. They were the 

# jT§ . representatives of the inlema- 
.. tionai Fifth Estate. Approvals 
, and special permits had to be 
D r L oblaine ^ fr° m almost , every 
•government department. 

First, the ministries of tour¬ 
ism. interior and transport had 
.to give iheir consent. Then it 
was for. the Antiquities DepL to be notified 
since visits-io several ancient temples and 
Roman..quarries along the way were on the 


itinerary. 

As official host, ihe governors of the 
New Valley. Luxor and the Red Sea were 
informed of the visit. All three matte 
cameo appearances as the train passed 
through their respective regions. 

And of course the security apparatus had 
' lo be on hand 24 hours. No one was taking 
any chances. 

Lastly. Egypt's flag earner. Egypt Air, 
came up with the .appropriate number of 
seats on its iwice-a-week flight to al- 
Khargat Oasts. This entailed replacing the 
scheduled Boeing 727 with a wide bodied 
Airbus. 

Also in on the act was Egypt's burgeon." 
ing private sector. Wagons Lits Egypt, a 
division.of the multinational Accor Group 
of hotels and caterers, provided five finely 



appointed train wagons including one each 
for a restaurant and bar. The latter was def¬ 
initely the train's attention-grabber where 
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Middle Age Crisis 


A new phenomenon in 



By Kofi Attah 

Special to The Star 

FEW SCIENTISTS and laymen would 
contest the notion that, as the years go by 
and signs of middle age scan to show, 
men and women the world over begin to 
experience problems, frustrations and lim¬ 
itations. These are primarily related to the 
natural process of aging, in which one sur¬ 
prisingly may find they no longer can do 
what once was easy, in addition—and 
depending on what on individual feels 
they've accomplished in life—aging is 
sometimes accompanied by an over¬ 
whelming feeling of having little control 
over one's destiny. 

At the March meeting of the United 
Nations Women's Guild of Jordan. Dr 
Fadi Haddad, a Jordanian urological sur¬ 
geon and one of the first to study Middle 
Age Crisis and its effects on Jordanian 
society, made clear that, while the phe¬ 
nomenon may seem new to Jordanians, its 
resultant crises and adverse consequences 
know no regional boundaries and are as 
old as time itself. 

Recording to Dr Haddad. “Most men. 
on reaching the age of 40 experience 
sharp feelings of age and the nearness of 
their end. As a result of the crisis, they 
begin to question the meaning and objec¬ 
tives of life and even wonder why we 
were created at all.” Although Middle 
Age Crisis grows gradually, recognition 
of it may come suddenly, and as a shock. 
Almost without warning, difficulties arise 
in doing things that used to come easily. 
Grey hairs appear, one feels tired more 


easily than before. Although this decline 
is natural, it is not a good thing to ignore. 
The inability to face the reality of aging, 
or to come upon it unprepared, or to con¬ 
tinue on as if nothing has changed, may 
do more harm than the process of aging 
itself. 

But what, exactly, defines Middle Age 
Crisis? How does one know if one “has” 
it? The answer to the first is two-fold: it 
is characterized by the body's inability to 
function as efficiently as before, and it 
involves a person's emotional responses 
to these very real evidences of aging. As 
to the second, the following are some 
common symptoms: anti-social and ego¬ 
tistical behavior, self-pity, quick temper- 
edness and an overall lukewarm attitude 
toward life. Other more physical symp¬ 
toms include ataxia, weak urine stream, 
weak sighL partial impotence and the gen¬ 
eral loss of enthusiasm toward bodily and 
mental activity. 

The effects of Middle Age Crisis are as 
clearly evident in Jordan as there are any¬ 
where. Dr Haddad, the first to bring up 
the issue in Jordan, conducted a study to 
identify its effects and impact here. The 
study reveals that Middle Age Crisis is 
responsible for many broken homes, 
divorces and re-marriages in Jordan. It 
also has profound effects on the local 
economy, since the depression that 
accompanies the Crisis inevitably has 
adverse effects on a worker's productive 
capaciry. In addition, the study noted that 
those who were experiencing the anxiety 
of aging usually develop negative atti¬ 
tudes toward everything, and have a ten¬ 


dency to spread these often cynical feel¬ 
ings throughout the community, even 
though they may not he completely aware 
that they’ are doing this. 

Realizing that 'we all get old' is not 
enough in wrestling with the effects of 
Middle Age Crisis; there must be more 
effective ways of dealing with aging's 
mysterious arrival and negative effects. 
There is a Latin proverb that says, nil nisi 
divinum stabile est. cuctera fuinus I Noth¬ 
ing is permanent unless divine, the rest is 
smoke). And it's true, no one con change 
their own destiny but God. Nevertheless, 
we can at least understand and improve 
our attitude toward destiny and eventual 
death even if we can't control it. Feeling 
frustrated doesn't help, but what else can 
we do? 

Dr Haddad's study identified the causes 
of the Middle Age Crisis as physical and 
psycological and the suggestions he 
offered as to dealing with it involve ele¬ 
ments of both. 

First and foremost among his recom¬ 
mendations was an awareness of the prob¬ 
lem and the importance of drawing public 
attention to it. Dr Haddad noted that pub¬ 
lic information and dialogue would be or 
great help boLh to those who arc experi¬ 
encing Middle Age Crisis as well as those 
who are approaching middle age and may 
not know what to expect. Encouraging 
those suffering from the syndrome to 
open up and lalk about how they feel 
about what they've become and what they 
plan to do about it is often useful. 

Bodily and mental stimulation, particu¬ 
larly in the form of exercise and reading. 



Middle Age Crisis: the bus still runs, but the passengers are all slowing down ; 


are also essential ways of reducing the 
depression that often accompanies the 
aging process. 

It should also he said, as Dr Haddad 
noted, that Mid-life Crisis doesn't have to 
he a negative experience. While it is defi¬ 


nitely a time of change, it should also be 
thought of as a time of reassessment of 
one's priorities in life, and an opportunity 
to redirect one's central efforts toward the 
goal of continuing to experience a full.and 
meaningful life. ■ 


Wedding one’s way through 
the marriage game 


Continued from page 1 

house and asks her to find him 
a bride. 

'Sometimes, they want a 
rich girl, others want her to be 
educated and come from a con¬ 
servative family but in almost 
all cases there is one demand: 
she must be beautiful: some 
even ask for a beauty queen." 
continued Umm Ibrahim, who 
has already brought together 
more than 30 couples. 

Ahmad, the youngest mem¬ 
ber of Umm Ibrahim's family, 
is a newly-wed and praised his 
mother lor her choice of bride. 

"I had many love affairs and 
believed in love, but unfortu¬ 
nately. girls exploit a man’s 
feelings and try to use him." 

it was only in the end that 
Umm Ibrahim managed to con¬ 
vince her son to forget what 
she termed as the "nonsense he 
believed in about love” and 
found him a lucky bride. 

"I went to Syria and was 
betrothed twice, but I left both 
wives heeuuse of differing 
points of views. Then l came 


back to Jordan and after a tir¬ 
ing search. I found the right 
girl." said Ahmad who 
explained that in one day he 
saw eight girls but with no 
luck. 

Nowadays, despite the fact 
that men and women can meet 
openly in many places such as 
schools, universities, or clubs, 
there are other ways of getting 
married. In magazines or 
weekly papers, you find a spe¬ 
cial space titled "I want a part¬ 
ner" or "Your Second Half.” 
These are designed especially 
for those who want to get mar¬ 
ried in the traditional way. 

“I used to receive calls, or 
mail, from men and women 
expressing their wish to get 
married. They would tell me 
what they wanted and I'd pub¬ 
lish it in the newspaper.” said a 
journalist from the social 
department of a weekly news¬ 
paper. The journalist gives 
each applicant a number and 
keeps his or her information 
confidential. 

"When a man calls me and 
asks to meet the girl with the 
primed number and specifica¬ 


tions. I arrange a meeting for 
them in my office." added the 
journalist. But most of the 
applicants take this marriage 
arrangements as a means of 
entertainment and having fun. 

“Serious applicants are 
highly literate: they hold high 
degrees and leave their address 
and numbers so that 1 can eas¬ 
ily reach them ” the journalist 
said, at the same time pointing 
out that she is against this way 
of meeting someone. 

“Five minutes is not enough 
to know one another. Even if 
they decide to get married their 
union almost certainly won't 
be a successful one.” ■ 


‘New begi nning ’ marked 


Continued from page 1 

ran until their legitimate rights 
on their national soil are real¬ 
ized. “Jordan will continue to 
shoulder that responsibility 
until a just and comprehensive 
peace, that would allow the Pal¬ 
estinians to regain their legiti¬ 
mate rights and dignity after 
half a century of suffering, is 
achieved." Prince Hasson said- 

Israel TV said Prince Hassan 
and Israeli Defense Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai discussed 
joint security issues and the 
possible sale of Israeli defense 
equipment to Jordan. Mortle- 
chai's media advisor declined 
to comment. UP! reported. 

The Prince’s visit to Israel 


was the first sign of a visible 
ihaw in relations and followed 
visits to Amman by two high- 
ranking Israeli ministers this 
week. 

Two Jays earlier. Prince 
Hassan met in Amman with 
Israel’s Trade Minister Natan 
Sharansky, who signed a trade 
agreement with his Jordanian 
counterpart extending provi¬ 
sions of the present accord for 
another year. 

Both sides culled for increas¬ 
ing trade, which amounted to 
S32 million dollars—not 
enough to make much of an 
impact on Jordan's economy, 
analysts said. . . 

Sharansky’s one-day visit to 
Jordan came just a day after 


PAs defend role as 
‘national duty’ 
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Continued from page 1 

the responsibility of the asso¬ 
ciation. Abu Ghaida. who 
says PA presidents were given 
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a promise by ihc Prime Minis¬ 
ter not to impose a new law 
on Professional Associations, 
rejects what he describes as 
repeated accusations from 
officials about associations 
dipping into every single 
issue. 

But unionists fear that the 
issue is farther reaching, hav¬ 
ing real effects on the mem¬ 
bers themselves. 

For instance, the retirement 
system is particular to each 
association. However, merging 
ail the systems into a single 
one will lead to variations on 
the basis of the contributions 
from the individuals who are 
entitled to receive this service. 

“Privileges, which union 
members enjoy now. will van¬ 
ish under the proposed law.” 
Dr Abu Meizar says. And 
some of these privileges are 
critical. 

He explains that at present. 


the PAs give a "retirement sal 
ary” to membens who have 
been detained for political rea¬ 
sons. "This will not exist 
under the proposed law.” 

In this respect. Dr Abu 
Meizer says “the government 
intends to limit and restrict 
the national role of the PAs. 
especially through controlling 
their financial resources as 
represented by the retirement 
fund." 

"We arc talking about JD 
5X1 million in retirement 
funds—a sum that the govern¬ 
ment is anxious to control.” 
Cr Ahu Meizer says. 

Meanwhile, presidents of 
the 12 professional associa¬ 
tions are planning to meet 
with representative of local 
vumpanics and banks, in addi¬ 
tion to World Bank and Cen¬ 
tral Bank officials on 17 
March to discuss appropriate 
management of association 
I’urnR 

Abu Ghaida. 53. denied 
rumors that he is being 
ottered a ministerial post He 
says ih.ti his interest at the 
moment is to carry out his 
new responsibility. ■ 



Under the patronage of 

HRH Prince Raad Bin Zeid 

THH SOCIETY FOR CARE OF 
^B^ROLOOICAL PATIENTS 
and 

The Amman Road Runners 

present: 

The 6th Amman-Dead Sea 
Ultra Marathon (50km) 

Friday 3rd of April, 1998 
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Israel's Infrastructure and 
Housing Minister Ariel Sharon 
visiled the Kingdom for talks 
on water-related issues. He also 
met with His Majesty King 
Hussein and Prince Hassan. 

Jordan signed a peace treaty 
with Israel in 1994. but because 
few benefits have been realized 
from it, opposition to the treaty 
is growing among Jordanians. 

Jordanian officials say peo¬ 
ple need to see economic 
growth. 

King Hussein, who returned 
to Amman after a regional tour 
that took him to the UAE. 
Oman and Egypt, also met Sha¬ 
ransky to discuss the implemen¬ 
tation of those parts of the 1994 
peace' treaty that relate to trade. 

Jordanian officials complain 
Israel is not honoring the bar¬ 
gain by allowing more Jorda¬ 
nian goods into Israel and the 
Palestinian self-ruled territories. 
During hh joint press confer¬ 
ence with Prince Hassan on 
Tuesday, Netanyahu said Israel 
was ready to lift trade barriers 
between Jordan. Israel and the 
Palestinian areas. 

Jordan wants security meas¬ 
ures eased on trucks carrying 
goods into Israel and the West 
Bank, but Israeli security forces 
insist security “will not be 
compromised.” 

Some Israeli manufacturers 
have closed their factories in 
Israel and reopened them in Jor¬ 
dan. to take advantage or Jor¬ 
dan's lower labor costs, but ibis 
has triggered protests in Israel, 
where unemployment is reach¬ 
ing record levels. ■ 


Tension high 
after Israelis 
killing of 
Palestinians 


Continued from page 1 
over anybody. They entered 
the checkpoint normally and 
then all of ssudden all we heard 
was shooting from three auto¬ 
matic weapons," he said. 

The incident came as 
Crown Prince Hassan was 
meeting with-Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
in Tel Aviv. Monday, Prince 
Hassan met with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat in 
RamaJlab in a bid to jump- 
start the .ifitotfed Palestinraij- 
JsraeJi peaoe^aficsrp * ’ 
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NCP 

struggles to 
overcome 
crises 

Continued from page 1 

figure who was the general sec¬ 
retary of theAl Warari Party 
resigned just four months after 
die formation of the NCP. 
Again, the sticking point was 
■On party leadership. Mr AI 
Fayaz is now quietly trying to 
bring, his old AI Watan Party 
. together again. - 

But irwas the latest resigna¬ 
tion of Abdel Ra'ouf AI Raw- 
ahdeh that , today/caused the 
deepest consternation within 
the party. A political heavy¬ 
weight, he wits, long seen asAhe 
number two man in the party. 

He refused to explain bis step, 
something. which . he - was 
strongly- 'criticized for ' by AI 
MajalL He said RaWabdeh 
should have stayed on. and 
reformed the party from within. 

In an earlier press interview. 
Majali said that when the. nine 
parties initially merged., the 
number of ■. the members 
reached between 15.000 to 
16,000: While admitting that 
the party is presently going 
through an "evaluation stage.” 
he stressed that 90 percent of 
those who resigned were not 
working members ” ' 

But the NCP chief continued 
that the actual size of the party 
is about 3000. "Membership 
now is-close to this number." 

Four pf die -parties in the 
NCP ore still hanging together, 
they include; Wa’d. AI Jamnh- 
eer. Progress and Justice, AI 
Umma and of course AI Ahd 
which, is the lost and the 
hugest. 

But it has long been sug- - 
gested that the struggle is not 
so much between different 
political views as much os it is: 
about personalities, size and 
influence. Party cadres who 
have (eft suggested this was 
due to the fact that AI Ahd took 
“the whole cake.” 

But others add another twist, 
saying that there was “conflict” 
between the different Circles of 
power in the country. The-NCP 
was beefed up by official media 
campaigns, something that was y. 
not. given to other parties. Fur- 
ther, die NCP was promoting 
itself as the party of the state, 
the future ruling party, since it 
was led by former ministers, 
retired military ahd police gov 
■^erals,' prominent * businessmeif 
’and fimim be r-'o t'other influen¬ 
tial figures? Observers believe 
such a combinatiort and the easy 
media access given to the NCP 
did hot please certain political 
circles. ' 

Majali accused what he called 
the “enemies of the party” as 
being behind the current situa¬ 
tion in the NCP. “Their cam¬ 
paign is over because they 
achieved their goal.” 

However, Ramahr stressed 
that "the disease is an internal 
one: it is the leadership. The 
party has become a closed 
tower, it has no relationship 
with outsiders." 

Ramahi accuses the leader¬ 
ship of ultra-nationalism. “We 
grew up on pan-Arahist teach¬ 
ings but this party is 
regional isL” 

In spite of the "over- 
exaggeration” of the NCP, (post 
of the 12 candidates it fielded in 
the last parliamentary elections 
failed to make a real impact and 
only won two seats. ■ 
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^In the framework of the "Francophonie Week" I 

■ / -'■“'vhe French Cultural Centre and Meridien Amman present. 

JAZZ CONCERT 

performed by the well-known French Group 

BEX TRIO 

on Sunday March 15th, at 8.30 p.m. 
at Le Meridien Hotel (former Forte Grande) 
Tickets available since now 

at the French Cultural Centre (Tel. 4637009 - 4636445) 
and Le Meridien Hotel (Tel. 5696511) 

Price: 5 J.D. 









Noor AI Hussein Foundation 
The National Music Conservatory 
presents 

"Smpressfion from tfje ©rient" 
bv Sipes JSasfjir 

The Orchestra of 
die National Music Conservatory 
Mohammad Otiiman Sidiq, conductor 

Special appearance 
Tania Nassir, soprano 

The Choirs oft 
AI Ahlia School for Girls, 

YWCA's and the National Music 
Conservatory 

Wednesday, 18 March I998-&00 pjri. 
University of Jordan - A/ Hasson Bin Total Auditorium 

Ticket price: JD 5 
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An unconventional 
report oil Jordanian : 

news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmdr 


I Party time! 

Jordan^ut°ai?over the^wwS Stre f 1 *• 001 in 

Muslim ldeaof ' a Christian- 

when it X, fKi gE“ 5*"^ a novelty. However, 
not only amongst Ew ^ri ^ raised ®** row * 

5» E- '* <*4.^ s 

a“S™ “ d h^f of the founding 

2 U Th?fJ ,a ‘■’Ids fareweH to trash dump 

, Thank goodness for small mercies, or others mav <nm 

S f J3P-*T ^ t °°- The^^^STasTddS 

Lnder Jh d e S^gfidumpm Russeifa which comes 

under the authority of the Greater 

Amman -Municipality. Officials 
in the Ministry of the Environ¬ 
ment, and Rural Affairs said that 
the dump, which serves Amman 
and the surrounding areas, should 
be closed down immediately and 
be relocated to another uninhab¬ 
ited area. Meanwhile, Lower 
House Deputy Mansour Seif Al 
Din Murad is feeling pleased 
with himself for raising this 
“very important issue." He said 
that both the dump and the 
Pepsi pond” are major sources Murad * 

of pollution that affected the lives . - 

of the people in the surrounding area. In addition to that, 
the government at long last wants to find a. solution to the 
Pepsi pond,” which is a major environmental hazard. It 
now wants to fill it in and-turn it into a public park. 

Released! 

■ Twenty nine people were released in the wake of.the 
fast Maa n riots. It is underetood that King Hussein 
played a pivotal role in their release." There, are-28"that 
are still being detained, but Deputy. Prime Minister- for 
Social Services Dr Abdallah Nsouf says that thfcy will.be 1 - 
released very soon. Meanwhile, head of the Lower .House 
Public Freedoms Committee Deputy Mohammad Al." 
Azaydeh said that the committee is.to.visit prisons in-. 
Jowideh, Birein and'Salt lo inquire.about the conditions 
of inmates, particularly those that has been arrested fol-j 
lowing the M&an:incidents. He.said that the visits are 
approved by the Minister of Interior MrNathirRasheed. ' 

One student, one vote pJeasel VI 

■ Strikes, strikes strikes. This. : : 
week it was-jhe.tnrir of’ the Shz-/ 4 
dents at-iheUniversity if Jonfan. * 

About 80 members ofithei Student 
Council held a strike outside-the 
University gates, hi protest of the 
new directives issued ^ by the 
Chancellor, Dr FaWzi Charaibeh, 
about the coming -student-, elec¬ 
tions on 25 March. The, students 
are rejecting out of hand the "one 
man one vote" system which is 
being introduced by the 1 Senate. 

The students say that the system Ghaniibdi. . 
is unfair to- them. Meanwhile - 
mother potential boiling . point • 
ias been averted. The six-day hunger strike by three sto¬ 
len is from die Faculty of Science ended peacefully last 
week. The students took the drastic action alter the Uni¬ 
versity Senate gave them a number of warnings for showi¬ 
ng a film about Hamas leader Yaba Ayaab, who was 
tilled by the Israelis two years ago. The students were 
nembers of the Executive'Committee on the: Student 
Council. .'■■■: _„V ... . 

Private health hiked ‘ Vl ' ’ 

■ The cost of private health care may soon go up.'Hos-. 
>itals in the private health sector are actively thinking 
ibout readjusting their fees. Head of lire; Society- for Hois-., 
titai Owners Dr Mahmoud Al Taber says that that the 
iricing list for patients has not changed since 1982, and 
t is therefore necessarily to adjust it accordingly so that 
t would reflect the tiroes. But such a decision will likely 
iffect many in Jordan, as quite a lot of people rely on pri¬ 
vate health. Will it be taken hands down, we are yet to 
ee. .. .. • 

)lm on a triangle 

I Tens of employees in the Dimona nuclear reactor-m. 
he Negev Desert have developed various fonns of cart¬ 
er according to a study by the Hebrew University, in 
erusalem. The study revealed that 29 people have devel- - 
iped cancer, and there might be more; What should be; 
worrying for Jordan is that Dimona is right on - our bar-, 
er. And although there are no .verified reports, the 
Jimona triangle could be very ticky. 
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^ ltssem meeis Egyptian President Husni Mubarak in Cairo, Sunday. The too leaders underlined the 
l T CePrOC€SS b ^T S /5raeU J and Palestinian sides together:Also on the agenda were bilateral 

t h ^•STSF a !%i 0 a P e tnp by Ptime Minister Abdel Salam AlMajaU and top Jorda- 

man officials, had last week noted the UAE, where he met with President Zend Ibn Sultan AlNahxan. and Oman where he 

^*»— 1™*? an dthe^ Spurring p^L^cdt^S^SSuS 

Dead Sea marathon 
makes international run 



By Ibtisam Awadat 

Special to The Star 

THE ANNUAL' Dead Sea 
Ultra Marathoh, under the pat¬ 
ronage of HRH Prince Raad 
Bin Zeid. has been scheduled 
this year for 3 April. This 
event, originally-conceived by 
the Amman Road Runners 
-(ARK),’ was established to ben¬ 
efit, tiie non-profit .Society for- 
Care of Neurological patients 
<SCNP>. Prince^ Hras. Health 
Advisor of HisMajesty King 
Hussein and head of the SCNP. 
held a press • conference to 
announce details ■ about the 
evenL • "... '. ' 

.. ‘TTbjs race is designed'..to' 
Wrad pipfessional and .‘ieml- 
professiobp] 'jtilpnere from aU 
. parts of tjie work!,” said Prince 
Hras, stressing’ Umt the Ultra 
Marathon is becoming more 
than just a charitable activity to 
sdpport a .noii-gwenunental 
organization.- The organizers 
hope they will build a lasting 
tradition.' 1 ■ ■ 

"We have three-mins to ful¬ 
fill by organizing this event,” 
the Prince noted. “Rrn, it will 
support a serious and competi¬ 
tive sport; second, the race will 
help support the SCNP” The 
third goal'is to promote Jordan 
touristically. "This competition 
win attract foreign athletes to 
run to the lowest point on 
-earth, so it will promote an 
interest- in Jordan overseas,” 
PririceTiras added. " 

. The organizing committee is 
; preparing an interesting pro¬ 
gram for the athletes from out¬ 
side the Kingdom. Their one 
week iri Jordan win focus on 
the discovery of some of the 
most ancient and attractive 
places in the country. Officials 
are recommending athletes 
begin their tour iri the ancient 
sections of the capital city like 
the citadel and the Roman 
Theatre downtown in addition 
to, the .modem entertainment 
places like hotels, clubs' and 
commercial centers. . From 
there; tire arhletes-cum-tourists 
might continue north to Jerash 
or south to Petra, Wadi Rum 
and Aqaba. This one-week for¬ 
mula "may include a visit to 
Madata’s Church " of SL 



George and the original mosaic 
map «f the Holy Land, or 
Mount Nebo— believed to be 
the tomb of Moses—where 
- marvelous mosaics in the ruins 
of a 4th—^5th century-church 
. can be seen.” 

Back to the race, the Ultra- 
Marathon will provide a unique 
experience by running to a 
“height” of 400 meters below 
sea level. The race, sponsored 
by Radisson SAS Hotel 
Amman and LG Electronics 
fLGEj. is planned for April to 
ensure good weather condi¬ 
tions for a run of such inten¬ 
sity. The entire course is on 
paved road, the sun is hot. and 
there is no shade at alL 

According to Prince Hras. 
the run will begin at 6:30 am 
from the southern entrance of 
Amman. The race begins ar an 
altitude of 900 meters above 
sea level with the temperature 
hovering around 15 degrees 
centigrade. Heading south the 
road is hilly for around 12 
kilometers, until the edge of 
the plateau is reached. Every 
few 100 meters marks a rise in 
temperature and a decline in 
altitude. 

This leg of the marathon 
goes on for approximately 20 
kilometers, and ends at an alti¬ 
tude close to 400 meters below 
sea level wiih much higher 
temperatures (average 32 
degree centigrade;. 

By this point in the race. 32 
kilomeLers will have been cov¬ 
ered, encompassing an altitude 


Change of 1300 meters. The 
remaining 21 kilometers is at 
the same low altitude, with 
slight inclines in the last 2 
kilometers as the seaside hills 


are reached. 

Prince Hras told The Star 
during the press conference 
that the advertising campaign 
overseas had been arranged to 
attract runners from all over 
the world. Mr Pascal Hoyez 
from ARR said that the orga¬ 
nizers have sent information 
packages to appropriate inter¬ 
national magazines to adver¬ 
tise the marathon, as well as its 
attractive locale. “By mail, we 
sent to running clubs, espe¬ 
cially in Britain and Europe: 
we also established a web-site 
on the Internet to introduce 
this competition to the readers 
of the NeL worldwide." 

In addition to this, the mara¬ 
thon will receive more media 
coverage than ever before. A 
British ’Ey team will prepare a 
30 minute report about the 
Ultra Marathon which will be 
broadcast internationally. ■ 


New Red Cross head 
praises humanitarian 
work of local chapter 


THE NEW president of the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent National Societies. Norwegian Astrid 
N. Heiberg, has chosen to start her first official field visit 
with Jordan. Just a few months after winning the elections as 
the Federation's first woman president ever. Dr Heiberg 
plamied her visit to the Middle East at a time when an attack 
against Iraq seemed imminent: because,of this, she postponed 
it. Now that die tension in the region has decreased, she has 
embarked on the scheduled five-day trip, and arrived in Am¬ 
man last Monday. It is the first leg of a tour which will take 
her to Syria and Lebanon as well. 

"There arc three main reasons why I wanted to start my 
first official visit, as a president of the International Federa¬ 
tion, in Jordan." Dr Heiberg said in a speech delivered at a 
meeung with the president and executive members of the Jor¬ 
dan Red Crescent Society. 

. I came to thank Dr Hadid as president ot the Jorda¬ 
nian Red Crescent Society, and as a friend, for his crucial 
contribution to the democratization of the election process in 
the Federation." she underlined. Secondly, havine heard so 
much about the dynamism of the Jordan Red Crescent, she 
wanted to see for herself how the society functions. The third 
reason she mentioned is connected to Jordan's key position in 
the Middle East relative to the tension in the region. 

Dr Heiberg expressed much interest in the humanitarian re¬ 
sponse capabilities of ihe Jordan Red Crescent to emergency 
situations. For his part. Dr Hadid emphasized the necessity of 
creating a disaster fund and a stock of relief items which he 
said the Jordan Red Crescent should always have at hand 
During her visit to the Jordan Red Crescent hospital and 
training center for women tmainly young Palestinian and Ira¬ 
qi refugees), the International Federation’s president ex¬ 
pressed her satisfaction with the "wonderful work" done in 
Jordan and stressed the fine example the Jordanian Red Cres¬ 
cent provides for other national societies. 

Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarwath hosted a dinner at the Royal Palace for Dr Heiberg 
who was accompanied by Dr Hadid and Mr Tony Maryon. 
the head of the regional office of the Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent in Amman. This event was also attended by 
HRH Princess Basina. and provided an opportunity for an ex¬ 
change of views about various global and regional humanitar¬ 
ian issues and projects. Dr Heiberg reiterated her appreciation 
of the Jordan Red Crescent saying it is "a very strong and in¬ 
ternationally respected society." Topics concerning women 
were also discussed by Princess Basma and Dr Heiberg, 
whose status as the first .woman; to head-the Federation will 
likely make international women's issues a real priority for 
the future of the organization. ■ 


Train tourism in Egypt could be the next big thing 


Continued from page 1 

while, provided two (of its 20) 
brand new locomotives recently 
imported from Germany. 

. In Luxor, the journalists and 
-their 26 pax security detail were 
j guests ot the century old fully 
-.refurbished Winter ' Palace 
Hotel di member of the Accor 
Group). Ditto in the Red Sea. 
There, the journalists were 
guests of Al Gouna's promot¬ 
ers. the Sawiris Group. Egypt’s 
industrial-real estate tycoons 
pulled all the stops, wining ami 
dining the fifth estate in their 
kaleidoscopic resort’s luxury- 
hotels: the Movenpick. the 
Sdnesta and the latest kid on the 
btock the Disney-esque Shera¬ 
ton Miramar. 

To be sure, the trip did not 
lack perks. If press kits were 
choc full of souvenirs from 
Swiss chocolates to ash trays 
and T-shirts, the entire voyage 
never once lacked in imported 
wines, spirits and German Low- 
enbrau. When it was finally time 
to hop onto the private flight 
back to Cairo from Al Goirna s 
tiny airport, it was nothing short 
-of a miracle the. Russian ®d 
German press corps, could sun 
walk a straight line.. 


But where did it all start? : 
According to Volkhard Wiad- 
fuhr. tbe incumbent chairman. - 

of the Cairo Foreign^ Press . 

Association, die train trip first 
insinuated itself during a recent 
interview with President Muba¬ 
rak. .An avid train buff, Der 
Speigel’s Cairo/bureau chief -, 
popped out the thought on how 
rail tourism could have a bril¬ 
liant future in these parts. Train • 
buffs all over Europe and the 
United States, are panting for 
new routes and destinations. 
Egypt’s abundance of scenic 
destinations notwithstanding, 
handled in the right way, this 
could become a large foreign 
income generator. And since 
Egypt was the second country 
in the world to introduce rail¬ 
ways (1858) after the United 
■ Kingdom, it is only befitting 
that train tourism be given due 

consideration. 

The Egyptian . president 
bougbrit 

The su gg estion of train lour- •• 
ism is . not new however. Dur¬ 
ing a chance encounter-at the 
Egyptian embassy in Paris, the. 
r^n-amhassadoris outspoken 
wife: ‘ Magda SMky, asked 
Egypt's long standing minister . 


of.transport as to the wherea¬ 
bouts of King Farouk’s private 
train coaches. “They're moth- 
tailed it) the train depot at Kob- 
beh Palace," came Lbe reply. As 
it turned out, these prize 
coaches have rarely been used 
following Nasser's departure. 
Although Salat preferred heli¬ 
copters, his train ride from 
Alexandria to Cairo with Rich¬ 
ard Nixon at his side mode 
prime -time television all over 
the world. 

Well, ii’s .time they came 
om of their big sleep and started 
earning their keep!” exclaimed 
a determined Mrs Sidky. A 
great traveler, she had been on 
Europe’s Train Cbrai!" Train 
Bleu", and; the "Orient 
Express”. She knew n good 
thing when ^he saw one. Why 
nor do the same in Egypt? 

-Nothing came- out of the 
well-intended: proposal. The 
minister’s mind-was elsewhere., 
perhaps in commuter trains and 
underground metros. Rail travel 
in Egypt continued as it had for 
the last :T40 years, the only real 
toqrist- ride being the regular 
14rhour CairbrAswan route and 
since, most, of it is during the 
night, not much there in terms 


of scenic views. 

Seven years after the unfruit¬ 
ful. embassy encounter, train 
tourism may still resurface 
especially now that serious 
backroom talk has begun 
regarding the break up of the 
state's stranglehold over the 
country's ailing railway system. 
The timing for such a change 
couldn't be better as Egypt 
embarks on ambitious plans to 
expand existing rail network as 
far as Rafah (by fast train) on 
its north eastern honder and to 
the new Toshkie Valley in 
Egypt's south western desert. 

Yes. indeed, the (rainspotters 
may be coming! ■ 

iFi srSate.-. .. 

Original Lithographs 
by David Roberts; 
Views of Jerusalem, 
Petra. Lebahan and 
Holy-Land. Also 19th| 
century engravings 
by WH Bartlett 
For information 
Telefax: 5664605 


If you want 
financial security 
for your family, 


look to ours. 



Call Now 


Investment Unit-Jordan 

(06) 5688816 








Outstanding investment opportunities. International strength. 
A strong financial track record. Plus solid investment advice. 
It's all yours when you join the Arab Bank family. Cal! us today 
and ask to speak to one of our Investment Executives. 
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Our Say. . . 


Time for diplomatic efforts 

JORDANIAN DIPLOMATIC moves have intensified in recent days following the 
conclusion of a political deal to end the Iraq-UN crisis thus removing the specter of 
war from the region. His Majesty King Hussein's Gulf tour, during which he called 
for a concerted Arab position to deal with the issues of Iraq and the stalemated Mid¬ 
dle East peace process, was followed by an important meeting with Egyptian Presi¬ 
dent Husni Mubarak in Cairo on Saturday. 

The King is heading now to Washington for a summit meeting with US President 
Bill Clinton. He will be the first Arab leader to visit the US capital since the UN and 
Iraq agreed to a diplomatic settlement of their dispute, which threatened at one stage 
to drag the region into a dangerous military confrontation. The King will certainly 
concentrate on two crucial issues during his talks with American officials; the Mid¬ 
dle East peace process and Iraq. 

There is every reason to believe that the crisis in the Gulf and the collapse of the 
Palestinian-Israeli negotiations will force the United States to review its foreign pol¬ 
icy in this region. The United States has emerged shaken and estranged, after weeks 
of warmongering, from its confrontation with Baghdad. Its Arab allies are now ada¬ 
mant in their call for a diplomatic resolution of the Iraqi crisis. America’s Arab al¬ 
lies have made it clear that they will not support military aggression against Iraq, 
nor ore they willing to accept the double-standard approach to the region's prob¬ 
lems. 

This is why calls for a direct US-Iraqi dialogue warrant support and understanding 
by ail those concerned. Jordan, through King Hussein, can play a constructive role 
in achieving that goal which promises to close the Gulf War chapter for good and 
pave the way for a new beginning in US-Iraqi relations based on accepting and hon¬ 
oring UN resolutions and readmitting Iraq into the international community. 

On the other hand, the resumption of normal relations between Jordan and Israel, 
triggered by Crown Prince Hassan's visit to Tel Aviv this week, is again rekindling 
hope of a revival in the Middle East peace process. America's credibility in the re¬ 
gion necessitates a fresh and even-handed approach by Washington to the issues 
hampering the implementation of commitments made under various Palestinian- 
Israeli accords. 

Jordan has much to gain from a successful implementation of the Oslo Accords 
and it can play a role in bridging the gap between Israel and the Palestinians and by 
restoring people’s faith in the peace process. 

But hopes and good intentions will not suffice. Each of the parties must be willing 
to make an effort to move the process forward. In the case of Israel, it must con¬ 
vince the Palestinians that it wants to live up to its word by agreeing to a proposed 
withdrawal scheme and by allowing the Palestinians to go ahead with plans to open 
the Gaza airport. It must lift trade restrictions between Jordan and the PNA areas 
and freeze settlement activities. For the United States, it means restoring its shat¬ 
tered credibility and coming back to the people of the region with a new initiative 
based on the power of a just solution to issues, not the power of aircraft cam'ers.B 


Annan on Iraqi inspection details 


Bv John M. Goshko 
UNITED NATIONS— 

Secretary General Kofi Annan 
plans 10 propose that the ambas¬ 
sadors of the 15 Security Coun¬ 
cil nations travel to Iraq to see 
exactly how his agreement tor 
weapons inspections at Iraq's 
presidential sites is working. The 
inspections arc to begin in about 
two weeks. 

The sources said details of the 
proposed visit arc still being 
worked out. hut that plans will 
be submitted to the council with¬ 
in the next few days. 

Earlier this w eek. Annan gave 
the council details governing in¬ 
spections at the eight presidential 
sites under the agreement he ne¬ 
gotiated in Baghdad two weeks 
ago with Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 

The procedures devised over 
the last week at the United Na¬ 
tions for inspecting these sites 


appeared to conform to Annan's 
previous assurances that the 
agreement does not compromise 
the UN's ability to conduct com¬ 
plete inspections. 

Under Annan's recently nego¬ 
tiated agreement, the presidential 
sites are to be inspected by a new 
Special Commission composed 
of UNSCOM officials and diplo¬ 
mats from UN member stales. 

The commission is to be led 
by Jayanlha Dhanapala. UN un¬ 
dersecretary general for disarma¬ 
ment. who is responsible for se¬ 
lecting the diplomats. But it 
reports to Richard Butler, chair¬ 
man of UNSCOM. who will for¬ 
ward them through .Annan to the 
council. 

"The diplomats arc there as 
observers and don't have authori¬ 
ty over anything that goes on." 
said a senior UN spokesperson 

The official said that Dhana- 
paia prefers diplomats already 
stationed in Iraq, partly to make 


surprise inspections possible. 
But that would not rule out re¬ 
cruiting diplomats from coun¬ 
tries which currently have no 
diplomatic representation in 
Iraq. I 

Dhanapala arrived in Bagh- I 
dad. Wednesday to begin The ! 
groundwork for the inspections, j 
In a related development. Ira¬ 
qi Foreign Minister Mohammed I 
Saeed Sahbaf began talks with j 
UN officials about implmenting | 
a new phase of the agreement | 
under which Iraq can sell oil to j 
obtain money to buy food and i 
medicines. i 

The Security Council has au- 
thorized increasing the amount ! 
Iraq can sell to S5.2 billion evay ■ 
six months, but the Iraqis want a ! 
greater relaxation of the re- j 
straints under which they must 
operate. ■ 

LA Ti/nes- Washington Post \ 
News Service • 
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By Richard Boudreaux 

SCEPAN POLJE. Yugoslavia—ZiIII Ha- 
iili awoke to predawn gunfire, then heard 
the heavy thump-thumping of police heli¬ 
copters close over her village, ft was the 
sound of a new battlefront erupting in the 
Balkans, just when the region seemed to 
be calming down. “I saw them circling." 
she said. “They opened the doors of the 
helicopters and started shooting." 

Haliii. 53. reacted as hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of others have across the Balkans in 
seven years of brutal ethnic warfare. She 
gathered her two daughters and 24 other 
women and children from her extended 
family and set off Thursday on a desper¬ 
ate trek through the forest. 

-We just left the house. We didn't take 
anything with us." said ihe thin peasant 
woman, her eyes brimming with tears. 
The men stayed to protect our homes." 
“God help you!" was the last she heard 
from her husband, or anyone else left be¬ 
hind in the besieged village of Galica. 

Haliii is an ethnic Albanian in a deso¬ 
late mountainous area called Kosovo. The 
helicopters were pan of the Serbian gov¬ 
ernment's first major offensive against a 
budding Albanian separatist insurgency 
there. The nine-day-long battle represents 
the West's newest nightmare—a brush 
fire that could engulf the southern Bal¬ 
kans with the ferocity of another Bosnia. 

Forty-five Albanians and six Serbian 
police were killed in the fighting, by offi¬ 
cial Serbian count. Kosovo’s Albanians 
say the toll was probably higher from a 
Serbian blitz that used armored vehicles 
and heavy artillery to demolish villages of 
iidy whitewashed houses with tiled roofs, 
leaving about 5.000 people homeless. 

Ethnic Albanians make up 90 percent 
of the population of Kosovo—a province 
of Serbia, which is rhe dominant part of 
the rump of Yugoslavia. President Slobo¬ 
dan Milosevic, the Serbian overlord of 
Yugoslavia, stripped Kosovo of its auton¬ 
omous status in 1989 and kept its 2 mil¬ 
lion people in submission—until recent¬ 
ly—with 19.500 heavily equipped police 
and soldiers. 


Now he has a fight on'his hands. The 
emergence of masked guerrillas calling 
themselves the Kosova Liberation Army 
has quickly radicalized the area, under¬ 
mining the local Albanian leadership's 
nonviolent path toward a de facto parallel 
state with its own taxes, schools, hospitals 
and other institutions. 

Milosevic's forces struck hard after 
four patrolmen were slain in a 27 Febru¬ 
ary guerrilla ambush. The police killed 25 
people in a sweep that weekend through 
Drenica, an unruly vicinity comprising 33 
towns and villages where the guerrillas 
ore said to operate. When 30.000 Albani¬ 
ans gathered in protest, police in riot gear 
dispersed them with clubs, water cannons 
and tear gas. 

The guerrillas appealed Wednesday for 
military-age Albanians to join their ranks 
and avenge the killings. Unidentified gun¬ 
men sprayed a police starion with gunfire 
that night, wounding two officers and set¬ 
ting off an even bigger Serbian assault on 
Drenica—the same assault that drove Ha- 
lifi and her large family into the woods. 

That offensive wound up Sunday with 
Serbian forces in control of two near- 
deserted villages, Donji Prekaz and Lou¬ 
se. their apparent targets. Journalists es¬ 
corted through the vicinity by bus said 
that about half of the 50 homes in Donji 
Prekaz had been heavily damaged or de¬ 
stroyed. 

Among them were family compounds 
belonging to Adem Jasari and Bajram 
Lustaku. Serbian television identified the 
two men os senior guerrilla leaders and 
said they were killed in the assault. Police 
said they also found four underground 
bunkers—one storing machine guns and 
grenades and two others containing beds, 
operating tables and medical supplies. 

"The operation to liquidate the heart of 
Kosovo terrorism has ended,” Veljko DaJ- 
jevic. the Serbian deputy chief of Kosovo 
province, said Sunday. But few in Kosovo 
believed the guerrillas were defeated, and 
police manning sandbagged junctions 
kept the area sealed off. 

international observers say they are dis¬ 
turbed by parallels here with the war in 



The Middle East peace process 

A South African perspective 


By Aziz Pahad 

THE SOUTH African Govern¬ 
ment has consistently and en¬ 
thusiast icaliy supported the 
Middle East Peace Process 
since its inception. 

Indeed. South Africa contin¬ 
ues unwavering in its convic¬ 
tion that only through peace 
will countries in the Middle 
East achieve their full potential 
and thereby attain the prosperi¬ 
ty which their peoples deserve, 
and which we desire for them. 
It is for this reason that South 
Africa perceives the Middle 
East Peace Process to be the 
single most important develop¬ 
ment in the region currently 
and we will actively continue 
to encourage ali countries to 
pledge their fullest commit¬ 
ment to this process. 

This said however. South 
Africa will not stand by mute 
when we perceive that the ac¬ 
tions of any of the parties to 
this historic process stand in 
blatant discord with the letter 
or spirit of commitments made 
in terms of the pence process, 
or when the unilateral actions 
of one party are universally 
perceived to prompt the crea¬ 
tion of circumstances which 
patently can have no other re¬ 
sult than negative consequenc¬ 
es which jtc predictable and 
indeed, inevitable. 

In recent months the Gov¬ 
ernment of Israel has publicly 
suggested that they arc being 
unfairly singled out for critf- 
cism and condemnation at a 
lime when they arc indeed 
moving forward "seriously" 
with the implementation of 
their commitments defined by 
the Oslo Process. 

There is however, a serious 
measure or disingenuousness 
inherent in such a .statement, as 
it carries with it the suggestion 
that at a time when Israel is 
taking great risks with its .se¬ 
curity in order to meet its 


Peace Process obligations, the 
international community is ral¬ 
lying to support its opponents. 

Such a suggestion is nothing 
more than a distortion of the 
truth by those who would like 
to create the impression that 
the international community is 
*>n the march once again to iso¬ 
late Israel for reasons of global 
political expediency, or be¬ 
cause of a perceived desire to 
destroy the Israeli state. 

Indeed, let the record on this 
matter be clear. At a lime—not 
so far distant—when Israel 
was seriously pursuing peace 
with its neighbours, the world 
heat a path to her door. The 
massive expansion in Israel's 
diplomatic representation since 
the start of the Madrid and 
Oslo Processes is tangible 
proof of this. 

What more reminder need be 
given than the expression of in¬ 
ternational solidarity with 
those who support the cause of 
peace in Israel than the gather¬ 
ing in November 1995 in Jeru¬ 
salem. which Deputy President 
Mhcki attended together with 
120 of the world's lenders, to 
join that nation's people in lay¬ 
ing to rest the laic Prime Minis¬ 
ter Yitzhak Rabin, who quite 
literally gave his life in the pur¬ 
suit of peace. This internation¬ 
al demonstration of support to 
a nation and man who made a 
sacrifice for the cause of peace 
is u powerful statement of re¬ 
jection to those who would 
turn to violence to try and stop 
the cause of peace. 

South Africa's answer to 
these faceless men of violence 
was the commitment of our 
leaders to redouble their efforts 
to achieve peace and. against 
.til odds, wc succeeded. 

This is our hope for the Mid¬ 
dle East. At the same time, it 
must be understood clearly by, 
the government in Israel, that 
the world has expectations of 
it. The present Government's 


predecessors demonstrated a 
steadfastness to stay the course 
and to take risks for peace. 
They built and nurtured mutual 
trust and respect and treated 
their peace partners with es¬ 
teem. regard and consistency. 

For die past year-and-a-half, 
however, the present Israeli 
Government lias adopted an¬ 
other course. A zig-zag policy 
in which Jerusalem moves 
from implementation of Oslo 
Process commitments to short 
term pandering to extremist 
constituencies for narrow do¬ 
mestic political advantage. A 
policy which is as insulting to 
Israel's peace partners as it is 
dangerous to the good health of 
the peace process and therefore 
to Israel’s long term security. 

Instead of accepting that the 
Netanyahu Government’s own 
ill-advised and inconsistent pol¬ 
icies, which have so poisoned 
the underlying foundations of 
trusL so necessary , to building 
peace, contributed directly to 
the climate of incipient violence 
now prevailing, Israeli spokes¬ 
man have retreated to the expe¬ 
dient of blaming their peace 
partners. The Palestinians are 
accused of giving the “green 
light" to terrorist bombers, 
while at the some time the Israe¬ 
li Government orders hit squads 
to assassinate political oppo¬ 
nents in the capital of Jordan. 

The lack of understanding for 
the negative consequences of its 
ill-conceived and inconsistent 
policies is precisely the reason 
why Israel stands so roundly 
condemned by the international 
community. It is also the .rea¬ 
son for the ringing criticism of 
Israel's currently most consis¬ 
tent peace process interlocutor. 
King Hussein of Jordan, who 
has asked Israel's current lead¬ 
ers why they seem bent on de- • 
straying oil that he believes in 
and are deliberately humiliating 
their Palestinian peace p art ner s. 

Our own experience and the 


ethos of our society demands no 
less. Our criticism of the Israeli 
Government is predicated not 
upon hostility towards Israel, 
but purely upon our own analy¬ 
sis. This analysis is also shared 
by 135 members of the UN 
General Assembly who during 
1997 voted in favour of two 
Emergency Special Session 
Resolutions of the General As¬ 
sembly which condemned Israe¬ 
li action whose sole effect was 
to harm the core foundations 
upon which the peace process- 
had been built so successfully 
since September 15)93. 

There is, we believe, no alter¬ 
native to peace, and it is only 
through perseverance and 
through commitment to honest 
negotiation that the Middle 
East peace process can come to 
fruition. The realisation of such 
a perse will not only impact on 
the countries of the region, but 
inevitably also on the world as a 
whole. We therefore urge that 
the Israeli government does all 
in its power to avoid actions cal¬ 
culated to undermine the 
achievement of this goal, and to 
demonstrate in practice, its slat¬ 
ed commitment to peace. 

In this regard, we believe 
strongly that it would be futile 
and dangerous to re-write or re¬ 
interpret the Oslo Agreements 
in a manner which seeks to 
move this agreement away from 
the carefully crafted founda¬ 
tions laid down by the accord's 
architects. The stability, securi¬ 
ty and development of the entire 
region will be guaranteed by the 
principle of “Land for Pace" 
rather than the present Israeli 
Government's stared position of 
"Peace for Security." ■ . 

. (The writer is Deputy Minister 
. of Foreign Affairs for South 
Africa. The piece is excerpted 
from an article that appeared 
in the Johannesburg-based 

Sunday Tmus) 


Bosma-Herzegoviua. which ended in No¬ 
vember 1995, and by the delayed fallout 
of a civil war that racked neighboring Al¬ 
bania in the first half of 1997. 

This is ultimately a very, very scaiy 
scenario,” said Kris Janowski, a spokes¬ 
man in Sarajevo, the Bosnian capital; for 
the Geneva-based UN refugee agency. 
“We are alarmed because we have seen it 
all before," 

There were widespread reports last, 
week of wholesale Serbian attacks on ci¬ 
vilians, some carried out by the same 
black-clad paramilitary Interior .Ministry 
troops that employed such tactics in Bos¬ 
nia. Among those killed in Kosovo were 
10 men of the Ahmed clan, aged 16 to 50, 
who, according to surviving relatives, sur¬ 
rendered to police at their family com¬ 
pound in Likdsani and were taken away 
alive! Their bodies turned up at a morgue. 

Ibrahim Rugova. the moderate elected 
leader of the Kosovo Albanians' shadow 
government, said the police assault was 
' part of an "ethnic cleansing" campaign to 
rid Kosovo of non-Seibs. 

Western leaders have been pushing 
Milosevic to negotiate Rugova’s demands 
for autonomy—to no avail. The Yugoslav 
president made his refusal doubly clear 
by unleashing the police in Kosovo the 
same day he was receiving British For¬ 
eign. Secretary Robin Cook in Belgrade. 

■ Kosovo's future- is a purely Yugoslav 
matter, Milosevic lectured him. 

Alarmed by the assault, the .United 
States wilt press its European allies for pu¬ 
nitive measures against Milosevic's regime 
at a meeting .in London Monday of the six- 
nation Contact Group on the former Yugo¬ 
slav federation, but opposition from Russia 
is expected to dilute any response. 

Observers in Yugoslavia wonder 
whether anyone—Milosevic, Rugova or 
any foreign government—can control 
events in Kosovo now. The fledgling 
guerrilla army, recently estimated to num¬ 
ber 200 fighters, is being fed by Serbian 
repression, financial contributors in the 
Albanian diaspora and tens of thousands 
of guns that have made their way to Ko¬ 
sovo from Communist-era stockpiles in 
Albania since the conflict there. 

"We have all the preconditions for a civil 
war—long, bloody and with an outcome 
that will certainly be unfavorable for the 
Serbian authorities," Milos Vasic. a liber¬ 
al, independent commentator, wrote last 
week in the Belgrade magazine Vreme. 
While little is known of the guerrilla 
group and less about its losses in the: past 
week, the police assault could further 
weaken the unpopular Rugova's nonvio¬ 
lent leadership and prompt more Albani¬ 
ans to take up arms, said Baton Haxhiu. . 
editor of Kosovo's independent Albanian- ‘ 
language newspaper, Kaha Bitore. 

"Politics is dead in Kosovo. The only i 
politics in-Kosovo fs the (Kosovo libera¬ 
tion Army),” he said. “There Is no way 
back after these events in Drenica. 1 " 

A bigger fear is that low-intensity combat 
will spread from Kosovo to neighboring 
Macedonia, which has a restive Albanian 
minority and a Kosovo Liberation Army 
presence. If thathappened, analysts warn, 
neighboring states such as Serbia and Al¬ 
bania. but also Greece, Bulgaria and even 
Turkey, might be drawn into a tit-for-UU 
struggle, again pluaging the Balkans into 
a major war. ■ 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 


Kosovo 

THOUGH IT may seem 
strange to write about Kos- 
5ovo in this column, there 
ore as yet no adequate re¬ 
gional definitions that de¬ 
scribe a country or an area 
In exclusive terras. The in¬ 
terconnection between pol¬ 
itics and geography in this 
epoch has. eliminated most 
demarcation lines between 
disciplines and nations. 

But perhaps in the con¬ 
text of geo-politics many 
things are permissible. Just 
as the historical lands of 
Bosnia have seen many Is- 
lamic Ottoman victories, 
and many Slavic victories, 
so the lands of Kossovo 
have also experienced a 
similar share of history. 

From the historical de¬ 
feat of the Serbs and Bul- 
gars at the hands of the Ot¬ 
tomans in the 13th century, 
and later, the Hungarians 
Jn the 14th. and the stab¬ 
bing to death of Sultan 
Murad I by a Serb before 
the first battle of Kosso¬ 
vo—a historical prece¬ 
dence for the much later 
assassination . of Francis 
Ferdinand prior to World 
War I at the hands of a 
Serb—the notion of Kosso¬ 
vo being the cradle of Ser¬ 
bian culture has emerged 
in the image of a gateway 
that ought to be defended, 
in the earlier conflict in 
Bosnia, the Muslims were 
referred to as Turks, and 
now, in yet another im¬ 
pending ethnic cleansing, 
they are called Albanians; 
the common denominator 
is that the majority of both 
peoples is Muslim. 

The Bosnian leadership 
tried to warn the interna¬ 
tional community, includ¬ 
ing the Islamic world, 
about the fate that was 
awaiting the Muslims of 
Bosnia, but no one reacted dL - 
until the first few thousand ^ 
men, women and children 
were mercilessly mas sa¬ 
cred.. And. even then, it was 
with reluctance that the in- 
■ teroationaj % . community 
came up with its usual con¬ 
demnations and a facade of 
sanctions, while the. Arab 
and Islamic worlds contin¬ 
ued to debate to what de¬ 
gree the Bosnians are Is¬ 
lamic. right down to the 
last percentage point. 

At this juncture, one 
may not wish to open old 
wounds and inflame stale 
hatreds. Yet the irony of 
the situation is that the * 
Kossovan leadership re- V 
cently has done exactly 
that, and warned the whole 
world of things to come. 

Again, the wall of si¬ 
lence remained until news 
of the first massacres fil¬ 
tered out to the indiffer¬ 
ence of major western 
powers and a complacent 
Islamic world. In their at¬ 
tempts to clean up their 
perceived image, the Is¬ 
lamic countries have 
chained themselves to the 
notion of Mea Culpa as far 
as terrorism is concerned, 
though one confesses that 
some fringe Muslim 
groups are the worst image 
advocates of Islam. Yet. 
that should not make Mus- ; £ 
lims feel so embarrassed of 
their impotence to the ex¬ 
tent of their wishing, the 
Kossovans to surrender to 
their fate, rather than rock 
the towers of illusion. 

Many say, legitimately 
enough, that there are no 
solutions to such issues, ~ 
and that we have to con¬ 
tend with'containing such 
current and future conflicts 
before they spread to 
neighboring regions and 
countries. In the meantime, 
some humanitarian relief 
effort could be organized: 

This is almost the case 
now. Turkey, Greece,, and 
Bulgaria are very worried 
about this conflict, and 
everyone is watching Mac- > 
edonia, which has a large ifr. 
Albanian community, and 
looks to be the next killing 
field, with the possible in¬ 
volvement this time of 
these same three countries. 

instead of setting up 
some, conflict prevention 
groups and conflict limita¬ 
tion bodies to avoid a flare 
up in Macedonia, as well 
as attempting to solve the 
Kossovan crisis, everyone 
is hoping for the best, of 
course, without setting up 
contingency plans in case 
of the worst. If the whole 
world is not interested in 
such issues, then perhaps 
those who are should get 
together and create conflict 
prevention and resolution 
agencies and humanitarian - 
task forces based on poten- T 
rial trouble,spots, accord- I 
ing to the imperatives of | 
geo-politics.B I 
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Business 

scene 


■ Jordan Dairy Co 
. recorded better results 

• in - 1997 compared 
with -1996. Its n ei 
profit last year was 
about JD 947,000 
which shows a rise of 
50% compared with 
the. Former year's 
earnings: The com-’ 
pany's board recom¬ 
mended that • JD 
487,000 in .dividends 
be distributed among 
shareholders. Fiscal 
figures on the com¬ 
pany s activities 
revealed that its sales 
stood at JD 7.1 mil¬ 
lion in 1997, ait 
increase of 15%, com¬ 
pared with sales in 
1996. The company - 
. which was established 
in 1968. operates on a 
capital of 
million. 


JD 1.75 


■ The government is 
going ahead with its 
plan to sell its shares - 
in the Jordan Tele¬ 
communication ,Co„. 
fJTC) in compliance 
with its strategy to 
run other companies - 
on commercial basis 
and privatizing of 
public corporations. 
Offers are being sub¬ 
mitted by four compa¬ 
nies—American, Brit¬ 
ish. Italian and 
Greek—to win the 
JTC shares offered 
for sale, 40% of the 
company's capital. 
The strategic partner 
should have a wide 
experience in tele¬ 
communication and 
abide by government 
conditions. The dead¬ 
line to receive offers 
is one month after 
submitting bids. 

■ Latest official sta¬ 

tistics revealed that 
about 460,000 

cheques bounced last 
year compared with. 
446,800 in 1996.. 
However, their-value' 
decreased from - JD 
442.2 million in 1996 
to JD 434.7 million 
last year. The number ' 
of cheques cleared by.: 
the Central Bank , of ; 
Jordan was 8.6fT.50G : ' 

’ 'last year ’ 1 against ■ 

.8,645,200 cheques m" 

■ f996. Their, values 
were JD 10.827,700 
and JD 10,845,500. 
respectively. 

■ The Islamic Devel¬ 
opment Bank is to 
grant Jordan S44.5 
million in grants and 
aid according to an 
agreement signed at 
the Ministry of Plan¬ 
ning. About $43.5 
million of this is in : 
the form of loans, 7 
while $650 thousand 
is given as grants. 
The purpose of these 
is to finance develop¬ 
ment projects. A11 in 
all five agreements 
were signed. 
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Local company sets new 

storage safety measures 


By Hham Sadeq 

SiarSfaffWriier 

SINCE THEIR establishment, 
free zones stressed three main 
commercial activities: manufac¬ 
turing, trade and storage. The 
last is. given special emphasis' 
because it requires a la of 
safety measures to guarantee 
the secure storing .of goods; 
however, it mostly applies to 
warehouses used to store chemi¬ 
cals and flammable items, 
where precautions are needed to 
minimize: or even avoid 
accidents. 

It was with this in mind that 
the Safe Square Co. (SSQ, was 
e s ta blis he d at the Zarqa Free 
Zone in eariy 1997. The idea 
of our company came after the 
big fire in this zone which led to 
many losses. 1 ’ says Nofal Kha- 
sawneh, deputy general direc¬ 
tor of the; company . The reason 
behind' this—and limflhr fim 
was that "warehouses storing 
flammable . materials did not 
abide to general safety rules on 
storage. The merchants who 
stored their goods there have 
had suffered. heavy losses 
because the insurance on stored 
hems amounts to no more than 


30 percent of Iheir real value. 

■ tit response' to this problem. 
- the Free Zone Corp., thought of 
esta b lis h ing a special warehouse 
for chemical or flammable hems 
that easily explode or are dan¬ 
gerous. Any merchant willing 
to store his goods in warehouses 
built by the company for that 
purpose have to pay 50 percent 
of the tariff imposed by the gov¬ 
ernment, while the Free Zone 
Carp., bears the rest of the 
expenses. “Our fees are very 
low. at an average of 100 fils 
per (on per day." Mr Khasaw- 
neh notes. 

The first of its kind in all the 
free zones in Jordan, the Safe 
Square - Co. made stringent 
measures in its installations and 
birikfings to face any emergency 
in future. 

“We have introduced auto¬ 
matic ex anguishing systems, 
including water sprinklers, fire¬ 
plugs, or hydrants, hose reels 
and smoke and fire detectors." 
Mr * Khasawneh continues. 
Moreover, the company has 
water tanks containing 112 
square mores of water, 
equipped with pumps that oper¬ 
ate on either electricity or diesel. 
.Other precautionary measures 


include warehouse floors made 
of safer material, and proce¬ 
dures to avoid chemical 
interaction. 

The storage process is han¬ 
dled in a way that organizes 
stored items on mernl shelves 
and separated from other sensi¬ 
tive materials. The Company is 
also equipped with a special 
refrige ra ted room for storing 
chemical items used in pharma¬ 
ceuticals and food preservative 
materials. 

The load and discharge to 
and from the warehouse is done 
with electrical devices'to avoid 
the hazard of other fires or other 
accidents. Also. ‘ a special 
tightly-blocked manhole is 
linked to the warehouse to pre¬ 
vent any chemical from acci¬ 
dentally entering to the sewage 
system. The factor of healthy 
ventilation inside the warehouse 
also has been given much atten¬ 
tion by the designers of the 
warehouses. 

Seeking to maintain continu¬ 
ous supervision and control 
over its facilities. Safe Square ' 
has hired special guards who 
keep their eye on the project's 
installations and warehouses to 
make sure that all safety meas¬ 


ures arc operating and in good 
repair. The company’s employ- 
ees wear a special overall made 
of a material that protects the 
body from the eflecis of chemi¬ 
cals. They also wear helmets 
and special masks. 

Referring to the technique 
used in storage. Mr Khasawneh 
explains that storage is done on 
the computer. Each chemical 
item has its trade name and sci¬ 
entific description ('United 
Nations Number), and “if we 
receive any material for storage, 
we just refer to its number and 
the computer provides us with 
the requirements on how to 
store and handle iL os well as to 
what to do if there is leakage or 
fire." 

The company is also prepared 
to cover possible accidents in 
emergency cases. "We have 
given much care to insurance. 
Of course the warehouse is cov¬ 
ered by an insurance policy, but 
in the case of the insurance on 
items stored in Safe Square 
warehouses, the sum of the pol¬ 
icy goes up as (he value if the 
insured material increases." 

Safe Square Co., whose espi¬ 
al comprises JD one million, is 



Khasawneh 

ambitious to execute the second 
and third phases of its project 
in total covering about 12.5 
dunums. It has already com¬ 
pleted the first phase, which 
covers 2000 square metres for 
the warehouses and another 700 
meters for umbrellas storing 
solid material and volati Ic 
chemicals. 

The company plans to open 
branches in other free zones in 
Jordan. ■ 


Petra Aluminum 






AMMAN (Star>—The 
Petra AIuminiura_ Co., 
has:., succeeded 'irr 
improving^ its output by 
boosting , its productive 
capacity ancL operating 
new product!on lines to 
the local and" Arab 
markets! 

The company, estab¬ 
lished in 1956; has 
expanded its new fac¬ 
tory to; extend over an 
aieai.roE 6?OH .-square 
metres, compared iwitir 
its 1 /-previous siie- oi 
only • 1500 - square 
meters. .'.It also has 
introduced a huraber of 
high-ibch . items, 
including.curtain walls, 
aluminium . cotters, 
compressors. ; ■ phene ■; 
mafic presses, automatic .miH- 
ing and copy machines. . 

The company is currently 
offering' its new windows 
slide fastener system “Zeus,’* 
as well _95- its. Petra section, 
which was introduced to Jor¬ 



danian markets in 1985. 

. Peita section has recorded 
the highest sales since then, 
for its unique. • isolation 
specifications. ' 

.“Zeiis" system,was mainly 
produced to be easily applied 



to windows and doors. 
This guarantees the 
advantage of a duplex 
glass vacuum section. 
What makes '•Zeus" 
distinguished is that it 
is designed in a way 
that allows easy instal¬ 
lation of many leaves. 

The : company is 
also keen to utilize the 
latest systems' specifi¬ 
cations in the field of 
-.•contain wall aid. strac- 
.jroifial gla&s.'•'• ■ j t »• •/ 

?£'lX; ( bas-. already fin?, 
ished* the ' Housing 
Bank complex project 
in irbid, by using the 
technique of rein¬ 
forced uurtairi walls. 

This project is the 
biggest of its kind 
introduced by a Jordanian 
company. 

Another project was exe¬ 
cuted along the Airport Road 
covering an area of 1600 
square meters by using struc¬ 
tural glasswalls. 

Petra Aluminium has pur¬ 
chased all needed equipment 
and instruments for install¬ 
ing structural glass walls, 
including silicon machines 
designed for this type of 
application in co-operation 
with the United Isolated 
Glass Manufacturing 

Company. 

In this regard, the com¬ 
pany has concluded an 
agreement with the German- 
based company Alucobond, 
which specializes in manu¬ 
facturing isolated aluminium 
sheets, commonly used in 
structural cladding. One 
building is already under¬ 
way, covering an area of 
nearly 4000 square meters. 

Petra Aluminium is cur¬ 
rently operating as an agent 
for the Italian-based 
Equipped, which specializes 
in producing aluminium and 
wooden curtains, commonly 
designed for villas and 
palaces. 

It has already imported 
■machinery for the production 
line in addition to profiles. 

Technicians in the factory 
are also being trained to 



operate effectively in order 
to enable the company to 
raeetilocal needs as well as 
cbv$r' the needs . ofc Arab 
rttarjtets. ■. 

~ For installing the 7 internal 
and external doors* systems. 


Petra Aluminium has agreed 
with Stanley Door System 
International to install irner- 
nal steel doors arid fiberglass 
entrance doors, in addition 
to ;: remote ' control sectional 
doors. ■ 


Six Continents 
Club scoops major 
international award 


THE WORLD'S longest running hotel guest recognition pro¬ 
gramme. Imer.Continemars Six Continents Club, has scooped 
three prestigious international Freddie Awards as voted by 
20.000 worldwide readers of Inside Flyer magazine. The Six 
Continents Club has been recognized with having the Best 
Elite-Level program. Best Member Newsletter, and Best Mem¬ 
ber Website. The Six Continents Club also received third place 
for Best Customer Service. 

"Winning these prestigious awards from the worldwide read¬ 
ers of Inside Flyer is an enormous compliment" said Dorothea 
Roemer. vice president of the Six Continents Club. "We 
strongly believe that the driving force behind the Six Conti¬ 
nents Cub is its ability to consistently deliver an unique range 
of benefits and rewards that our loyal members so richly 
deserve. To come first in the categories of Best Elite Program. 
Best Newsletter and Best Website is a great compliment as this 
is an endorsement from our member around the world." 

With more than 110.000 active member from over 200 coun¬ 
tries around the globe, the six continents Club has been setting 
industry standards for more than 30 years. As a result of ongo¬ 
ing customer and member research, the Cluh was relaunched 
just last year with further member enhancements including a 
complimentary weekend night certificate on enrolment and 
renewal. The relaunch also included a new membership level— 
the Six Continents Cluh Ambassador Card—developed to rec¬ 
ognize and reward InterContinental's most loyal guests. 

To make joining the world's longest running hotel loyally 
program even easier, the company introduced on-line internet 
enrolment, membership renewal and the ability to update mem¬ 
ber profiles an InterContinental's website http// 
.■www.interconii.com. 

Since its launch in March 1997. on-line membership enrol¬ 
ment are increasing up to 800 percent monthly. The 
InterContinental website also features the latest special offers 
exclusive to Six Continents Club members, newsletter high¬ 
lights and useful information on member services and facilities 
such as Lhosc hotels offering a dedicated Six Continents Club 
airport chauffeur service. Members can also Lake advantage of 
InterContinental's secure on-line hotel bookings service upon 
entering membership number and credit card details. ■ 


BritishBank open its 
doors in Ramallah 

BRITISHBANK announced the opening of a new branch in 
the West Bank city of Ramallah. The Bank will offer a com¬ 
prehensive range of personal and corporate hanking services 
fully supported by its parent company, the HSBC Group. 

The branch opened for business on 8 February 1998 follow¬ 
ing approval from the Palestine Monetary Authority. It is con¬ 
veniently located between the industrial and main downtown 
areas of Ramallah. Branch Manager Anton Lolas said. "Bri¬ 
tishBank is now in a position to offer a wide range of modern 
banking services including persona! banking products such as 
MasterCard and international ATM services to residents of the 
West Bank. It is the Bank’s goal to provide customers with the 
highest quality service and tailored products to meet their 
needs.” 

Mr John Pascoe. Chief Executive Officer, commented. “We 
are delighted to have rhe opportunity to contribute to the de¬ 
velopment and progress of Ramallah. The 1 new branch illus¬ 
trates BritishBank's ongoing commitment to serve our custom¬ 
ers throughout the Middle East.” ■ 
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• X you subscribe to any of our services 
now, we will connect you free of 
charge... Worth up to JD 70. 

- We will give you Caller ID and Call 
Waiting services free for the first month 
of service and thafs worth JD 12. 

- Also, if you choose to settiB your 
monthly bills through direct debit we will 
give you a hands-free Motorola d160 car 
kft... free of charge, or JD 10 credit. 

• And for JD 78 only, get a Motorola 
dl60 cellular phone (while supplies last) 

That's right JD 78 only-. 

which is a saving of up to JD 200 on 

the average price of a cellular phone. 


That’s a total saving of up to JD 292! 


Now there is no reason not to keep close to those who matter to you. 
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Kawar and Sons see morej Removing routine 
ships on the horizon enhances port activity 


By Ilham Sadiq 

Star Staff Writer 

AMIN KAWAR and Sons 
Company has over 43 years of 
experience in the shipping 
industry and has shown iLself 
lo he highly professional in its 
diverse approach to the field. 

The history of the company 
goes hack to well-known 
founder Amin Kawar who dis¬ 
covered phosphate minerals in 
Jordan in 1935. 

The late Mr Amin left 
hehind the Orient Trading and 
Engineering Co. which was 
later re-registered by his son 
Tawfiq as Amin Kawar and 
Sons Co.. (AKS). with the 
. objective of providing 
shipping and related services. 

Mr. Tawfiq. presently the 
chairman and managing direc¬ 
tor of the company, estab¬ 
lished contacts with shipping 
agents who exported phos¬ 
phates out of Beirut to Europe. 
Yet. he realized the need to 
provide shipping services at 
Aqaba port. 

Over its long history. Amin- 
Kawar & Sons, has introduced 
it wide variety of shipping 
lines to Aqaba from countries 
in the Mediterranean. Northern 
Europe, the US and South-East 
Asia. 

This contributed to the 
expansion of Aqaba port as a 
shipping center, and in parr 
because of this. Amin-Kawar 
& Sons now ranks among the 
leading privately owned com¬ 
panies in Jordan. 

"Our activities are diverse, 
and include shipping, insu¬ 
rance. forwarding, travel and 
tourism, cargo, ship brokerage 
for big companies (such as the 
phosphate industry) and land 
and sea transport.' 1 said assist¬ 
ant general manager, Mr. 
Amin Kawar. They are also 
agents for the Pacific Interna¬ 
tional Line (PIC) which is the 
direct shipping line from the 
Far East to Aqaba. 

The liner division performs 
many functions, handling all 
types of cargo including con¬ 
tainer. conventional, Ro-Ro. 
liquid bulk and reefer. 

He elaborated that the com¬ 
pany is proud to be the first 
shipping agent to receive, 
from Lloyds, the ISO 9002 
certification for the high stan¬ 
dard quality of service offered 
by ail branches of the 
company. 


Since Us establishment in 
1995. AKS has served 
renowned lines arriving in 
Aqaba: it also operates as an 
agent for prominent ship own¬ 
ers. It is committed to provid¬ 
ing prompt and efficient ser¬ 
vice, and because of this, has 
made sound lies with its 


"The last is the sole line 
which did not stop operating 
its regular weekly trips from 
the Far East to Aqaba after the 
second Gulf war." Mr. Kawar 
added. 

Mr Kawar refers to the 
importance of Aqaba port in 
the light of latest develop- 





I 

AV-'r: 



clients. 

The head office in Amman 
cooperates with its branch in 
Aqaba which acts as a liaison 
with the port's Corporation 
and Customs Department in 
order to secure proper and 
timely handling of cargo to the 
consigned. 

“We also have sister compa¬ 
nies such as the Red Sea 
Shipping Co. Aqaba Shipping 
Co (which represents Maersk. 
the biggest container line in 
the world, which calls at 
Aqaba weekly) and the United 
Ro-Ro Shipping Agency. 


ments, “I feel that it will see 
real growth, bul it will be dif¬ 
ficult to restore the prosperity 
it enjoyed in the I980s.“ 

Depending on Iraq in the 
marine transport sector is not 
likely to yield an increase in 
business, since Iraq is cur¬ 
rently attempting to improve 
and use its own national ports. 

Nevertheless. Mr. Kawar 
said that the status quo of 
shipping activity in Jordan is 
maintaining its expected lev¬ 
els. and. in addition, some 
branches of this industry are 
growing. 'There is 95*? 


growth in the number of con¬ 
tainers. which is good, the 
bulk exports arc growing as 
well, and the number of cruise 
ships is also on the rise. j 

“In light of new AKS pro¬ 
jects to expand Aqaba port and 
cany out other fertilizer and 
phosphate projects, the port 
appears to he heading into n 
new and prosperous era that 
will reflect positively on the 
country's econo my.“ Mr 
Kawar emphasized. 

Speaking on the future pros¬ 
pects for the shipping industry. 
Mr Kawar confirmed that the 
number of cruise ships will 
increase as will the size of 
container and bulk cargoes, 
while general cargo numbers 
will remain stable. 

AKS shipping division oper- j 
ate as agents for tramp vessels 
and internationally renowned 
trading houses for the ship¬ 
ments of sugar, rice, wheat, 
sulphur, vegetable oil and fro¬ 
zen products as well as other i 
bulk cargoes. 

The company, with its 
highly qualified dedicated 
staff, offers the client a wide 
range of services: claims han¬ 
dling. cargo surveys, freight 
forwarding, brokerage, air 
cargo, travel and tourism. 
AKS represents most interna¬ 
tionally recognized classifica¬ 
tion societies including 
Lloyd's Register of Shipping. 
Germanise hen Lloyd. Nippon- 
Naiji. the American Bureau of j 
Shipping, and Bureau Veritas. 

Its marketing staff provides 
extensive marketing support, 
ensuring regular bookings of 
cargo, reverse canvassing and 
the promotion of import and 
export services. 

In recent years. AKS has j 
expanded its expertise well 
beyond Aqaba port to include I 
Egypt. Romania. Lebanon, i 
Iraq and the Palestinian I 
territories. 

One of. the Kawar Group's 
fastest growing ventures is its 
expansion into the high tech-: 
nology market in Jordan with j 
the establishment of Ideal Sys¬ 
tem s Company. 

Founded in 1987. Ideal Sys¬ 
tems is distinguished by its 
service-oriented approach, 
emphasizing sales xuddotl [ 
maintenance and systems | 

training. ■ 


By Ilham Sadiq 

Star Staff Writer 

NATIONAL SHIPPING 
agents play a significant role in 
supporting Jordan's external 
trade and enhancing marine 
transport activity in the coun¬ 
try. They attempt to improve, 
diversify and boost their ser¬ 
vices and in general, promote 
Aqaba port as an efficient and 
attractive point for transit 
cargo. 

In 1997. agents handled 
import/export matters involv¬ 
ing I5<>7 cargo vessels arriving 
at Aqaba. They also docked 
and serviced 103 cruise ships, 
as well as other vessels orga¬ 
nizing passenger trips between. 
Aqaba and Nitweibe. 

Referring to the shipping 
scene in Jordan. the manager 
of Shipping Agents Associa¬ 
tion (SAA). Mr Sufian Aj- 
Muhaiscn said. "This sector is 
maintaining realistic growth in 
terms of activity hccause there 
is a satisfactory increase in the 
volume of cargo arriving 
through Aqaba port. - ' 

"If we compare the situation 
of Aqaha port today with that 
when the commercial activity 
of the port began in 1952. we 
would see significant growth.” 
Mr Al Muhaiscn added. 

He then pointed to an 
important issue concerning 
claims by some investors that 
the shipping industry is in 
recession. "I disagree. 1 
believe that the marine trans¬ 
port sector is receiving 
through Aqaha a volume of 
cargo reflecting the actual size 


and real needs of Jordan.'" attractively low fees for ser- 

The movement through vices imposed on vessels and 
Aqaba port flourished tremen- cargo, 
dously in the 1980s mainly. The Association plays an 
with Iraq. During the first Gulf ■ important role in operating as a 
War between Iran and Iraq, the liaison between shipping agents 

latter would import and export and official agencies, including 


most of its products through 
Aqaba, the main reason for the 
noticeable growth of the port 
during that time. 

No sooner had the war with 
Iran ended than Iraq thought to 
improve such national ports or 
her own as Um Qassir. Since 
that time, no oil shipments have 
been routed through Aqaba. 

In addition, the latest crisis 
between Iraq and the US has 
cast its shadow on the area. 

Many investors and import¬ 
ers. thinking war was immi¬ 
nent. imported and stored large 
quantities of goods, hoping to 
sell them later, during the war. 
at a higher price. With the 
recent ease of tensions, arid 
without a war. they found that 
they could not sell their cargo, 
and complained that the situa¬ 
tion was stagnant. 

Clearly. *it is illogical to 
depend on only one market to 
promote our commodities, even 
though the matter of economic 
interests is often politicized. “If 
we want to get transit shipment 
either from Iraq or any other 
country, we have to concentrate 
on the economic aspects of the 
situation: this being the case, 
why is it wc. always treat the 
Iraqi market as our right?” Mr 
Muhaisen wondered. 

Aqaba port is well-known 
tor its unique productive capac¬ 
ity (load and discharge) and the 




through port authorities and . customs 

i for the and free zones officials, 
the port Tt is our task to improve the 
competence of marine transport 
var with in Jordan .and activating move- 

ought to menc to and from Aqaba is the 

ports or way to.achieve ii/7 Mr. Muhai- 

r. Since sen maintained, 

nts have He elaborated that this 

pba. should include creating dn 

si crisis attractive business environment 

US has by way of appropriate fegisla- 

reo- tion. tariff taxes and other tech- 

impon- nicaI aspects related to facilities 

s irmni- at the port, 

ed large The Association's task is 

aping to mainly targeted at making the 
the war. - freight process easier for both 
(ith the the shipper and the consignee, 
ns. arid “I would like to point out the 
und that importance of the role the 

ir cargo, shipping agent plays in protect- 

le situa- ing the rights of parties 

involved in the commercial 
peal to aspect of the deal, the bank 

arket to (where a letter of credit must be 

es. even opened to cover the price of the 

:onomic cargo), the carrier and the 

ized. “If importer." he said, 

hipment This means that the cargo 
ty other won't leave port until the agent 
icentraie issues delivery permission 
s of the based on guarantees that the 

le case, rights of ihc three parties are 

neat the protected. Mr Muhaisen 
htT’ Mr stressed the importance of this 
role when the value of the 
l-known ship's cargo is very high, 
s capac- Available statistics show that 
and the the number of ships arriving at 

Aqaba is increasing. 

; 5*But between 1990 

and 1997 the actual 
f j-V:; tonnage of goods 

decreased. Mr. 
Muhaisen explained 
- *’•>.*£) that such a phenome- 

non. doesn't mean 
' L *:' •?.!;'o?? that the shipping sec- 

H tor is in recession. He 
attributed, it to the 
rise in the number of. 
cruise ships, which 
has increased from 
30 four years ago, to 
last year's 103. 

Also, allowing the 
private .'sector. m to 
- import ? • foodstuff 
■ -items such as-sugar 
and rice caused the 



Muhaisen 

tonnage of steamers to drop. 

“Before, the Ministry of 
Supply used to import, for 
example, about 15.000 tons of 
supplies on one ship, while 
private companies could not 
because of the expense, of such 
high tonnage. 

“So. let's say every com¬ 
pany imported 2000, 3000 tons 
on one ship. This led'to a rise 
iii the number of ships while 
the imports also did not stop, 
but rather were divided among 
private importers. 

“This has positively 
reflected on the dividends 
taken by the port on'the ships ‘C 
arriving at Aqaba and thus is 
promising for higher reve¬ 
nues." ~ Mr. Muhaisen 
explained. 

Also. Iraq exported its oil 
through Aqaba until 1989. The 
load of an giant oil tanker was 
about' 100.000 tons. "Since 
then, no vessel has arrived at 
Aqaha with so large a load." 
Mr. Muhaisen noted. 

Imported cargo at Aqabp49* 
year reached about 4.8 mflmfri 
tons and included rice, sugar, 
frozen meat and fish, raw mate¬ 
rials. oil liquid and bulk 
chemicals. 

Jordanian exports via the 
port were about 7.5 million fr 
tons last year including transit 
shipments. These exports cover 
cement shipment, in addition to 
potash, ^phosphate and fertiliz¬ 
ers. Full containers discharepd 
at. Aqaba-,comprised 73.000 
TTEtls (twenty equivalent unit) 

, in 1997. While' export contain¬ 
ers were about 20,000 TEUs. 


ADVANCED EMiftlRING 2, 
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Your RJ Personal Video 
starting February 1st 
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RJ First and Business Gass offer you 

a whole new dimension in inflight entertainmenL 
Your RJ Personal Video. A portable unit you can set 
up the way you want Seat yourself comfortably and 
watch whenever you please. Fifteen of the latest 
blockbuster movies are carefully selected for your 
viewing pleasure. So stretch, relax and enjoy. 


ROYAIJORDANlAN tcZ&itobzi&j 




"*■**•■*•«» Mwmmm 





























12 MARCH 1998 




H 


N G 


THE STAR 7 
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By Jlfaam Sadeq 

• Star Staff Writer 

IN LIGHT of the latest politi¬ 
cal developments .in tfe. 
re § ) on, the shippingindostry is - - 
expected to realize an increase 
in business. This naturally 
means that- cargo transport 
trade will nourish in Aqaba 
and it equally promises good 
yields for shipping: • line 
operators. 

Referring to available indi¬ 
cators for this expected boost,. 
Mr Remon Suleiman, general 
manager of T Gangour & Fib 
fTGF) told The Star that the 
shipping sector, encouraged by 
the latest ease in tensions 
between Iraq and the United 
States, expects a future that 
will see its former levels of 
prosperity restored. 

Before the Iraq-Annan deal, 
there were talks about a pro¬ 
posed rise in Iraqi oil sales in 
light of the oil-for-food deal 
' concluded between Iraq and 
’ the UN and renewed every six 
months. “If such a proposal is 
approved then this will auto¬ 
matically reflect positively on 
the number and movement of 
ships in Aqaba port," Mr 
Suleiman said. 

Currently Aqaba is given 
priority by Iraq to receive its. 
shipments of humanitarian aid 
approved in line with the oil- 
for-food deal; - in addition 
Aqaba handles distribution of 
such goods as wheat, food¬ 
stuffs and oil. 

Available statistics on the. 
movement at Aqaba port show 
that the number of vessels rose 
from 2583 in 1988. to 2735 in 
1996 and 2997. in 1997. How¬ 
ever. the total qf . imported 
cargo declined from 9,143.165 • 
tons in 1988, to 4,612,453 tons 
in 1996. with a slight improve¬ 
ment, to 4,778310 tons; in' 
1997. , . V . 

"I personally feel optimistic , 
that Aqaba, which now.; oper¬ 
ates at half of its average 
capacity, will see a noticeable 


growth in the near future," Mr 
Suleiman noted. One sign that 
supports his optimism has to 
do with the well-known Amer¬ 
ican Sealand line, which has 
shown real ■ ■ willingness to 
.reschedule trips to Aqaba. The 
line used to -organize regular- 
trips, and shipments-to Aqaba 
from such places as the US, 
the Far East. Europe and the 
Mediterranean, but it ceased to 
offer service after the second 
Golf War. 

According to Me Suleiman, 
the first of the new Sealand 
shipments; will arrive at Aqaba 
port within a month’s time 
\ Tlie decision taken by 

- American shipping companies 
to come back to Aqaba reflects 

. their interests in the harbor as 
a destination' for commodities 
designated for Jordan and as 
. well as a transit terminal for 
their export to Iraq. 

Moreover, Aqaba is attrac¬ 
tive in terms of its handling 
and delivery : fees compared 
with other ports in the immedi¬ 
ate vicinity.-. Tire . service 
offered-by the port's facilities 
is high quality, its turn over 
time is .short and its handling 
of all goods, efficient. . 

' Today, Aqaba handles the 
distribution of about 9000 torts 
of wheat per day; die cargo 
then ;is carried/ by trucks' to 
Iraq..- V .' ‘ : - 

Answering on the benefits 
that coaid accrue to Jordan: 
from the planned project to ‘ 
.• transform Aqaba into a free ■ 
zone, Mr Suleiman said that 
“such a project would be, in 
my view; difficult to realize 

- unless-:certain laws /and: meas¬ 
ures are reviewed."' . 

Establishing a -free zone 
-' require* a particuiar-environ- 
meat / where investors - can 
move free from routinely com- 
plicated aad infl exibleregula- : 
titftii. /Thi'A "means th^t; to" 
create socb a zaa&tt w ig 
tiveto have ffesti^e 
Ihceptives: Eor- tovestoi&*:L_ _ 
•cut customs and tax fees^Tife 
emphasized, • ' 


line turn around 
Aqaba prospects 


• There is a small free zone 
near Aqaba port used mainly 
for storing cargo. If it is 
improved by developing its 
infrastructure and encouraging 
investors, it could become a 
nucleus for the proposed big 
harbor zone," maintained Mr 
Suleiman. It could also be 
used later as an attractive 
. industrial and commercial 
center. 

Mr Suleiman paid tribute to 
the efforts of the Association 
of Shipping'Ll nes in minimiz¬ 
ing .the burden of such rigid 
laws and encouraging his com¬ 
pany, among others, to operate 
successfully. These include its 
efforts to reduce the delivery 



TGF achievement speaks for itself 


Suleiman 


T. Gargour & Fils iTGFj cel¬ 
ebrated its 69th anniversary- 
in 1997. The company was 
founded in 1928 in Jaffa. Pal¬ 
estine by the laic Tawfiq Gar¬ 
gour in partnership with his 
four sons: Nicolas. Habib. 
John and Allcnby. 

Initially, the company con¬ 
centrated on trading activi¬ 
ties. and over the years these 
activities have crown and 



[ •- y-T? ■' 

£'»:-■ •' ■ ’ 

E ,-Sy - p ; - " ■ '* - “ . * 1 , 

;;-AC -t-- 


fees in tire, port' to encourage 
ijje vital movement of ships, 
■and to. airiend some items in 
^ ' ‘ (Dgcustoms*, 

wssaqiBMgs? ‘}y~y : ' T - . 

TGF -cowes^n the first rank a •• 
among shipping tines in the . 
Kingdom in handling com¬ 


modities in Aqaba, as its share 
was 25% of total delivery 
operations: The company jjlso 
as'/an ^gent for interiia- 
twnal'sWppiog tin^^m^r- 
many. > Japan. - Italy;: Norway. 
Sweden and the US. a 1 


expanded to new horizons. 

TGF is now represented in 
, the world through an intema- 
tjqnuliy diversified, network 
of business activities. These 
activities range from automo¬ 
bile dealership. trading. 


industry and tourism to 
shipping services and agen¬ 
cies and commercial mari¬ 
time operations. TGF is a 
major shareholder in a num¬ 
ber of leading firms, and is 
represented on (he board of 
many industrial firms 

throughout the Americas. 
Europe and the Middle East. 

Our trading activities 

include the representation of 
various international compa¬ 
nies such as Mercedes Benz, 
where we own the general 
agency for Jordan. Lebanon. 
Palestine and the South of 
France. TGF has trading 

associations with such vari¬ 
ous companies such Elf- 
aquitaine. BASF, Sulzer. 
Zerox. Clarke. Nestle and 
IBM. 

The new custom-built 

11.500 square meter Mer¬ 
cedes Benz showroom and 
service center aL Al-Raqccm 
in Amman offers one of the 
most comprehensive and 
sophisticated Mercedes 
workshops in the Middle 
East. 

TGF is acting as agents for 
the following leading 
shipping lines: Rickmers 
Lines of Hamburg/Germany: 
Gcarbulk Ltd. of Surrey/ 
England: Wallenius Lines. 
Stockholm/Sweden: Lloyd 

Triestino S.P.A.N. Trieste/ 
Italy; Mitsui O.S.K. Lines. 
Tokyo/Japan; Sea-Land Ser¬ 
vices Inc., New Jersey/USA; 
Sab marine-Cairo/Egypt; El- 
Moez Maritime Co. Suez/ 
Egypt: Trust Marine 

Shipping Agenis-Suez/ 

Egypt; and Neveen agencis 
for Shipping—Suez/Egypt 

TGF is particularly proud 
of its participation in the fol¬ 
lowing projects which have 


enhanced the strategic impor¬ 
tance of Aqaba Port: 

■ “Tanga Grain Project" 
which started in 1984 in con¬ 
junction with Gcarbulk of 
Norway, a private local com¬ 
pany. and the Iraqi Govern¬ 
ment. and handled up to 2 
million tons nf grain per 
year. However, this project 
was suspended in August 
1990 in compliance with" the 
UN sanctions against Iraq. 

■ “Rice Project" which 
started in December 1988 in 
conjunction with a private 
local company. 

■ "Clinker Exports" which 
started in Mav 1989 up tn 
1995. 

TGF has demonstrated 
unfailing commitment and 
leadership in contributing in 
the growth potential of the 
Middle/Near East shipping 
business through its large 
network of modern offices 
operating in Amman. Aqaba. 
Beirut. Baghdad. Basra, and 
recently in PNA at 
Bethlehem. 

The offices in Baghdad 
and Basra operate under the 
name “Middle East Shipping 
Services." TGF is associated 
in Yemen under special con¬ 
tract with Sam Shipping Co. 
in Hodeidah and Aden. 

Our fully computerized 
accounts. documentation, 
container control, statistics 
and disbursements system 
help us stay in close touch 
with the varied demands of u 
large clientele, shippers and 
projects, while giving our 
principals a truly profes¬ 
sional service. 

In 1953. TGF had the priv¬ 
ilege of being agents for the 
first vessel to call at Aqaba 


Port. Since mid-cightics. 
TGF Jordan has remained 
above all other shipping 
agents in (he volume of total 
imports via Aqaba Port. In 
1989. for instance. TGF han¬ 
dled more than 4 million tons 
of cargo accounting for 
46.38*7 of total imports via 
Aqaba Port. In 1997. TGF 
handled 24.52*7 of total 
imports via Aqaba Port. 

TGF offers the most com¬ 
prehensive range of shipping 
agency services possible. In 
fact, about 80 r i of tramp ves¬ 
sels calling at Aqaba are 
under our agency and hence 
henefil from Jordanian 
exports like phosphates, pot¬ 
ash and other cargoes. We 
have wide experience in han¬ 
dling reefer cargo, in particu¬ 
lar frozen chicken, frozen 
fish, and mutton. In addition. 
TGF has its in-house Broker¬ 
ing Department for fixture of 
vessels with phosphates, pot¬ 
ash. cement and any other 
cargo in both the Red Sea 
Area and worldwide either on 
exclusive nr competitive 
basis. 

TGF shipping policy is to 
serve the Near Easi economic 
area from several cargo entry 
points offering the most effi¬ 
cient transport network in the 
region. 

TGF has always kept pace 
with the development and 
growing needs of the region. 
Over the years, our motto has 
been TRUST" which is a 
result of our continuing goal 
of outstanding achievement 
through good service and 
hard work. 

TGF is preparing for certi¬ 
fication under ISO 9002 
within the first quarter of 
1998. ■ 
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SHIPPING SINCE 1938 



AN OLD ESTABLISHED SHIPPING COMPANY WITH A NEW I 


“WE SHALL 
SERVICE 

T.G.F. 
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Photogenic annals of Czech culture in Amman 



AMMAN (Stari-^The invention of the camera— 
this curious ability to produce an image of an object 
using only a glass plate and a black box—resulted in 
an historical record-making of 'how things were.’ 

As interest in this ‘record keeping’ became more 
relevant to the representation and understanding of 
society, photographic technology became more 
capable of rendering the visual details and complexi¬ 
ties of individual and social life that here-to-fare had 
gone unrecorded. These advances, in turn, increased 
the freedom of how the photographer approached 
his subject. 

The mutually innovative combination of aesthet¬ 
ics and technology is clearly evident in a current 
exhibition of the'work of two Czech photographers 
offered by the Embassy of the Czech Republic. 

Rudolf Bruner-Dvorak. the earlier of the two. is 
considered to be the founder of Czech photo¬ 


journalism. His innovation primarily lies in taking 
photography out of the studio and into the world. 
Dvorak's keenly focused yet sensitive photographs 
reveal the end of an historical period dominated by 
boih a fading line of European monarch? and the 
beginnings of such modem marvels as automobiles 
and Hying marines. 

Karel Smirpus was far more a technical innova* 
. tor. He devoted much time and effort to the tech¬ 
niques of color film developing. This interest often 
makes his photographs experiments in maintaining 
the crispness of image and color, and because of this 
his images of flowers, mountains and cities attract 
on the basis of their formal clarity. 

The exhibition, without doubt an inspiration to 
beginning and expert photographer and common 
viewer alike, will run rill 16 March, at the Royal 
Cultural Center in Amman. ■ 
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Spanish art 

a web of inspiration 


^ • 


S pain has a deep tradition 
of excellence in the vis¬ 
ual arts, extending back 
at feast .is far as the 
painters Velasquez and El 
Greco {who admittedly was V 

Greek, but did all his work in 
Spain l. and later including the 
political and satirical work of 
Francisco Gnya and the psy- HH. _ auu 
choso malic presentations of 
Salvador Dali. 

Especially notable in this his- 
lory is Goya. In addition to his ^[^J| 
consummate skill as a painter. 

Goya extended the subject mat- 
ler and techniques of graphic ^ 

arts beyond their former reli¬ 
ance on purely aesthetic themes, 
to include political and moral . . 
commentary on contemporary ■* K . 

society. * 

These innovations, particu- 
larly the aesthetic and critically 
active combination that gave k m .' 
visual form and the need to .. *' -‘--p v 
comment on the mundane ‘V * 
aspects of daily life—almost a "\J 

form of journalism—live on. — 

They are currently exemplified 
in the show of 55 works by con- I®! gag 
temporary Spanish graphic art- ' -*2 

ists on display at The Cervantes 
Institute in Amman. ^n .-' $g§ 

The show should prove a real 
inspiration to Jordanian artists. fan 

Dr Tahseen Ojeila. the direc¬ 
tor of the Institute emphasized. 

“Spain is very rich in graphic 
arts and there are lot of graphic artists whose 
works and experience must be shared with the 
Jordanian public. Alt through the exhibition, 
now at the exhibition hall of the Institute- 
classical. beautiful and at times humorous paint¬ 
ings are to be found. 

All the participating artists belong to the gen¬ 
eration of the ‘80s. Some of them have had their 
works shown in Egypt. Maria Gomez’s paint- 
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ore also on display has previ¬ 
ously featured in the Biennial 
Varnagraphic arts exhibition of 
‘85 in Bulgaria and as well 
participated in the First Bien-' 
trial graphic arts of Maastricht, 
Holland. 

From the exhibit it's clear 
how much weight Spanish 
graphic arts carry in the world, 
especially its influence in the 
Mediterranean region of which 
Jordan is a part The current 
exhibition is relevant and insi- 
piring to Jordanian artists and 
art lovers. One attractive and 
moving piece of work is by 
Monir, a Spaniard of Bnngle- 
deshi descent 

Her works are full of exuber¬ 
ant colors and express a gaiety 
emphasized by her 'skill in 
graphic arts. With their rising 
shapes in the upper areas of the 
painting, an effect is obtained 
that still leaves the visitor to 
wonder and interpret in his 
own way. The skillfully 
selected works on display, fea¬ 
ture such other famed Spanish 
graphic artists as Isabel 
Esteva. Sohad Lachiri. Fer- 


;■; -ijT /. - : .yj~ Esteva. Sohad Lachiri. Fer- 

1 • - - - *•[ k r"’• uando Almela. Pedro Cas- 

-■; •' trortega. Fernando Bermejo 





ing “Mention of Honor" was displayed during 
the 2nd International Triennial in Cairo. 1992. 

It shows a lady opera Ling an ancient automo¬ 
bile. Yolanda Del Riego has also exhibited 
some of his works in the Alexandria Biennial of 
Graphic Arts in 1987. In 1989 his abstract 
works were among many of the exhibits on 
show in the 14th All Alaska. International Prize 
of New York. Jose Manuel Ciria participated 
in the International Triennial graphic arts exhibi¬ 


tion of Cairo, 1992 and the International Bien¬ 
nial graphic am exhibition of Cairo in 1995. 

All or the artists are widely known, Santiago 
Serrano is a houshold name in graphic art in 
Spain. He excelled with his works in the first 
National Graphic Arts of Madrid in 1996. 
Agueda De La Pisa, may be unknown to Jorda¬ 
nians but is well known in Egypt- gold mcdaled 
in the Third BiennaJ International Graphic Arts 
of Cairo in 1989. Mela Ferrer, whose works 


and man y more ' 

The works of Antonio 
Lor® 02 ® ^ Gerardo Rueda, 
hanging at the extreme end of 
the hall, spotlight a series of 
ta* witty situations in which char¬ 
acters gossip, invent, raanipu- 
..., late, create happiness or at least 
do what they oan to banish boredodirand forget; 
about the-ills ofJife. ;• '“'-‘Si. -V- 

ihis totahy mspiniig exhibition ttogah pa 
February 1998, was organized by the Cervantes- 
Institute of the Spanish Cultural Center in col¬ 
laboration with the . Spanish Embassy of 
Amman, Jordan, and continues until 20 March. 
1998. Gallery hours at the center are daily, 
except Fridays.* 


Spirit of Dubai reflects 
high in its skyscrapers 
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By Maraan As mar 

Star staff writer 


T he beauty nr art lies 
in ik ’.ersaiility. Ii 
can he a painting, a 
'•cclpiurc or even a 
wax Anri, ihai is designed to 
he pleasing in the eye. lo cap¬ 
tivate ihc eye or even lo shock 
it. The versatility clemeni in 
crucial bec.iu^c it means that 
lime and again, .in is able lo 
convey the same inspirational 
effect. 

And in rhis respect, ihe lat¬ 
est exhibition o| artist David 
Rees muM he seen as an cve- 
opencr. it has all the trappings 


of originality. This is because 
of the way he went about pro¬ 
jecting his artwork. 

His latest 20-painting 
exhibit, titled “The Spirit o"f 
Dubai—A 5th Dimension" has 
the touch of the exquisite. But 
the catchword lies in the title. 
No. it is not something from 
out of .space. The Anglo- 
Australian painter simply hit 
upon the idea of using Dubai's 
smooth and elongated sky¬ 
rocketing sky-scrapers for his 
form of graphic art. 

But there is more then 
meets ihe eye when you walk 
into the exhibition which is 
held at Dubai's 


InterContinental. Painting 
upon painting is splashed with 
a richly-mixed mufti-media of 
colors designed to reflect the 
high-tech modes of graphic 
art. Bui it soon becomes intri¬ 
guing once it is realized that 
the paintings are no more than 
full-blown replicas of reflec¬ 
tions of Dubai's skyscrapers 
which Mr Rees has photo¬ 
graphed over an eight-month 
period last year. 

He went about Dubai with 
his camera shooting photo¬ 
graphs of images of other 
buildings that arc reflected on 
the glass hoisted skyscrapers. 
As shown by the exhibit, ihese 



are actual reflections of other 
tall buildings and high rise 
flats. 

This is an original concept. 
“I've yet to see someone who 
has indulged in this kind of 
art.” He says. “What I do first 
is take a photograph of a' 
reflection of a building, and 
then paint the picture. How¬ 
ever. as a photographer. I take 
a lot of shots and then I 
choose the best one. and paint 
it. right up to the last detail.” 

He says that different col¬ 
ored glass lowers reflect 
images in an unusual way and 
often produce interesting dis¬ 
tortions. And this is where the 
an lies since it involves trans¬ 
posing the photo-finish onto a 
canvas in oils. 

His first painting on dis¬ 
play. for example, reflects the 
awesome nature such work 
requires. The “Dimension 
Trade Center" is an image of 
the Dubai World Center as 
reflected in the glass-worn Al 
Moosa Tower on the Sheikh 
Zayed Road. 

“It took me about 2r>0 hours 
to paint." he says with a 
smile. Its distorted and sqig- 
gly reflection nn the glass of 
the Al Moosa tower proved 
very complicated to paint 
because of the intricate detail 
that was inxohcd. The paint¬ 
ing had a tremendous impact. 

The paintings do have a 
startling effect: they make the 
onlooker ponder carefully. 
With each painting comes the 
original photograph of ihe 
reflection explaining what the 
artwork is supposed to repre¬ 
sent. He admits that one of his 
most complicated graphics 
was the "Complex Dimen¬ 
sion." This is a reflection of 
the Shafaq building on the 
class of the Ministrv of 
Health. 

The painting is one of the 
most complex, with long thick 
and thin lines being vertically 
drawn. Rees says the painting 
was drawn from an angle. He 
looks around and says simply, 
that it is simply loo compli¬ 
cated. "It is pleasing, but at 
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ihe sime time provides chal¬ 
lenges m people." He says 
that people have looked at the 
different paintings and con¬ 
jured up different images and 
views. "They came up with 
different conclusions, and you 
would be amazed to hear what 
they would sec in the paint¬ 
ings.” he points out. 

This is clearly because of 
the different varieties that arc 
on display. “The Dubai Flag 
Dimension” is a reflection of 
the Humarain Center with a 
flag reflected onto the Travel 
building.- It looks like a rich 
red abstraction with grey and 
off-white in the sorroundings. 
Similarly “The Highlit 
Dimension" is a reflection of 
the National National Bank of 
Dubai onto the Ministry or 
Health building. 

As a graphic designer who 
worked in the advertising 


business for a long time, Mr 
Rees says he chooses the right 
format when drawing. He adds 
that “the artworks should 
dominate the room, it's hold- 
stare you in the face” And 
this is exactly the impression 
one receives when pondering 
on the "Shapes-made by the 
Wind.” Immediately from afar 
it grabs the on-looker because 
of its rich yellowy-orangy tex¬ 
ture of sand dunes, that keep 
on stretching. Although it rep¬ 
resents only sand, the picture 
is panoramic. 

The artist says that this 
painting was based on a pho¬ 
tograph taken from an air bal¬ 
loon, Its waves upon waves 
look as though somebody is. 
diving into the picture. 
Indeed, this is what Rees is 
talking about when he says 
that a picture should have a 
dominating presence. ■. 
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By Christian Doumit 

Keeping abreast of 
G.I.Jane 

When Demi Moore had her breasts done, I wonder 
what the surgeons put in there. When I next see Dr_ 
Gbelth SJmhailat l may just ask him for an opinion. 

- Ever since then. Miss Moore has played almost every 
rale the same, that of a strong woman determined to 
have it all in a real man’s world. I first saw her. in “Dis¬ 
closure"—obviously attracted by a life-size billboard in 
Antibes which was so erotic and provocative, the mayor 
of Aix-en-Provence banned the poster, not die-.film, 
from his town. Temptation and my inclination for voy¬ 
eurism prevailed and there 1 went. In this picture, Demi 
Moore plays the role of a top corporate executive who ■ 
sexually harasses one of her male colleagues. There is 
no fury like a woman searching for a new lover, finding 
one, sharpening her claws to get him and in the process - 
fulfilling a dark need. These are great moments in. a 
woman's life. 

G.I. Jane is about women in the army and the contra- - 
versy in the US concerning sexual harassment as well as 
sexual relations in the armed forces. Of 360 women"sail- .. 
ors on the US shift Arcadia during the Gulf war 36 
I became pregnant Bui there were tragedies as well when 
I two women pilots shot themselves when told to resign -' 

I or face criminal charges for having affairs with enhsted 
I men. * .... 

I The movie playing at the Philadelphia has more to do . 

1 with political correctness than common sense. G.I Jaiie • 

I. is toned and muscled and. wants to be treated like, a taan. 

I She doesn’t want any special privileges, she teUsJTier 
commander. He reminds her he had to hire a gynaecfrfo- - 
gist to ensure she gets regular pap smears. As he:is fot*- : 
dling a big cigar, he asks her if she finds the shapt? j 
offensive. “No Sir,” she-replies “only the stench:” 

. Throughout the film. Demi Moore has a hard express- j ; 

sion. She never smiles and It's difficult to warm to her. 

| Her best moment is perhaps at the end when having 
I gained the respect of all her male colleagues thisy ■' 

1 acclaim her in a chorus by recalling one of her earlier 1 . r 

1 angry outbursts. v"'•? 

| I wonder what the Arabic subtitles sakh but the aiidi- -; . 
| ence didn’t flinch. This is the only .time I 'remember fj 
1 Demi Moore smiling. ■ y ;' V 7 -_ - k 
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"This is ft, Maurice! Pve warned you 
to keep your hens off me!" 
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Pumbllng for hisredine button, Ted 
unwittingly instigates a disaster. 
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From Iran to Indonesia, from Egypt to 
Ecuador, leaders are trying to harness the 
explosive energy of teenage populations whose 
numbers far exceed those of the governing 
classes. Those that fail pay a steep price in the 
currency of crime, violence and lost economic 
opportunities—which makes focusing this 
angst on ‘foreign interference’ all die more 
attractive. For the developed countries, these 
imperatives are hard to understand. Their 
leaders worry about too few children; US 
politicians, for instance, are beginning to debate 
how today’s teenagers will pay the Social 
Security bill handed to them by their elders. 


That Intifada feeflugithe wffitagoess of Palestinian yootlu to risk their Ihns and defy authority has helped shape events in the Middle East 
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By Carlos Castilho . 

D on’t trust anybody olderthan r 
30!” ‘ 

This was the main message of a 
well known pop song of the early 
1980s in Brazil, when die so- 
called rebel generation reached 
its peak in Latin America. 

Two decades later, almost 
nobody under 30 even 
knows the lyrics. But more 
than 83 percent of the *7" 7 

teenagers in the region act as if they 
sang this song every day, according to 
• ]} data gathered by the US-based multi¬ 
national research company DMB&B 
(D’Arcy, Masius, Benton Sc Bowles). 

Individualism is the key character¬ 
istic ofLadn America’s first generation 
of globalized adolescents.. “They trust 
only themselves, mainly because they 
are convinced that the older generation 
is exclusively concerned with its [own] 
needs, goals and wishes,” states a doc¬ 
ument released last November by 
Demoskopia, an Argentinean public 
research 





opinion 
firm. 

These teenagers 
interpret individu¬ 
alism in a variety of 
ways. Among the 
well-off children of 
the technocrats, 
their mood mirrors 
that of the lonely 
riders that stalk the 
literature of Amen- 


a gbetto meatality atoeo; 
teenagers, Ti natter If thy 


ofBrazil and Colombia regard political 
leaders as role models, while teachers 
weretrusted byonly 19 percent. 

Ironically, paints ranked highest 
with 64 percent This may be due to 
the Sect that, despite the huge genera¬ 
tion gap within frrailies, Latin Ameri¬ 
can adolescents don’t have 
much hope of leaving their 
parents house, even when— 
or if—they finish university. 
The lack of jobs and reason¬ 
able wages are the main obstacle. 

United, in' tiieir mistrust, the two 
schools of individualism are divided in 
their response to it Middle class 
teenagers bet on smartness (not neces¬ 
sarily legal) to succeed, while working 
class adolescents are prone to believe 
in group force—mainly illegal—as a 
leverage for power and money. Missing 
from both equations is education- 
graduation is steadily -declining as. a. 
teenager goal. In Brazil, halfof the 
500,000 students who succeed in get¬ 
ting into university each year drop out 
within two years. 

- Not surprisingly, 
many ■Latin Ameri¬ 
can countries asso¬ 
ciate teenagers with 

crime—especially ; 

when they are 
dressed according 
to the rap style and 
look poor-In Costa 
Rica, upper middle 
class ladies and el- 
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ca-sTOld West-But the barrios ofRio de ders cross.A. whenjtheya 
f Caracas. San Salvador or chapuhn (ongmally a word used for 

B^,’^S^ dCTd °P eda<lif ' young criminals but later stretched to 
Bogota, tne yo g jj, a kind encompass rap.dressed teenagers). In 

ferents „ I tofu.dnnd ; n^»^^ £1 Salvador, agroupofyc^g^les is 

calls group maiviuir - , feared street gangs formed bythe sons 

ridf« “d *« strerf of e^es who lived in Los Angclcs'dur- 
Botn tne ionwy mg the civil war. 


gangs are deeply “This lawless image comes at aprice. 

dans; religious l® 3 , ^ Last year, anybody under 18'was sub- 
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rian provinces, including the one 
where Guayaquil—the biggest city in 
this Andean country—is located. The 
reason given by the police was crime 
prevention, but the non governmental 
Human Rights Permanent Assembly 
called the decision an “unjust sataniza- 
tion of all teenagers.” The adolescents’ 
curfew didn’t last because street vio¬ 
lence didn’t vanish. 

Being young, black and poor in the 
streets is dangerously dose to a death 
sentence in Rio de Janeiro and Sao 
Paulo, in Brazil. From time to time po¬ 
lice and vigilante groups exterminate 
the street children ( trombadinhas) with 
no previous questioning. Now the 
main focus of violence in Rio are the 
funk dancers in the poor suburbs of 
the dty. Every weekend 
teenagers gathered in ball¬ 
rooms to perform a ritual that 
looks like a war dance—and fre¬ 
quently is, ending 
up in a battle 
among different 
groups. 

When the 
iunk dancers and 
trombadinhas 
show up 
during 

the weekends 
at the sophisticat¬ 
ed beaches of the 
Southern part 
of Rio, 
beach goers 
prepare for a 
mass robbery, 
popularly known 
as arrastao. 

The worst 
fear of the vic¬ 
tims is the arrival 
of the police, because it is normally ac¬ 
companied by random gunfire and a 
stampede of panicked beachgoers that 
causes more harm than the loss of 
watches, wallets and cameras. 


“Violence, either in the affluent or 
in the impoverished sector of the soci¬ 
ety, is the most common reaction of 
teenagers against a system that ignores 
them,” states the Brazilian sociologist 
Alba Zaluar, a long time researcher in 
adolescent matters in Rio de Janeiro. 
She disagrees with other social experts, 
who say that the Latin American 
teenagers became conformist in the 
globalization era. Writing (or jfomal do 
Brasil, Zaluar expressed her concern 
about what she calls a ghetto mentality 
among teenagers, “no matter if they are 
rich or poor.” 

Her critics can point to the num¬ 
bers. According to the 
DMB&B research. 


By Hmnayun Gauhar 

. axistan is overrun by millions 
lof teenagers. They live in cities 
[awash with guns and drugs,large¬ 
ly ignored by a government that 
cannot provide jobs and will not 
muster the political will needed to 
fund their future. 

These are, for the most part, intel¬ 
ligent boys and girls who 
just want a fair chance to 
earn a decent living. If 
Pakistan had taken steps 
to control the birth rate 
after the 1960s, provided good com¬ 
pulsory education and created jobs fay 
encouraging economic growth 
through direct investment, it would 
have been a different story. But it 
did not, and many of these 
teenagers are turning to crime or 
seeking answers from religious 
groups hostile to development and 
modemiza tion. 

Why did Pakistan allow this to 
happen, and why has it let this 
huge mass of energetic young¬ 
sters—60 percent of the popula¬ 
tion of about 140 million is under 
21 years of age—slip into apathy 
or violent frustration? 

The problem stmts vs 
the birthrate. Remember 
the population of what 
is Pakistan today 
was 35 to 
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23 percent 

ofBrazLps teenagers view 
themselves as conserv¬ 
ative. Only 6 percent 
define themselves as 
rebels, but an in¬ 
triguing 26 per¬ 
cent say they 
are “origi¬ 
nal,” a vague 
concept that en¬ 
compasses almost 
everything. In Argentina, this conserv¬ 
ative streak manifests itself in the Pas- 
torutti phenomenon. 

A 17-year-old singer, Soledad Pas- 
► REVOLUTION AND LAWS NEXT PAGE 
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40 million at independence in 
1947. If it had doubled instead of 
quadrupled, the country’s per capita 
income would have been LTS$1,000, 
not $465. 

Why such a high birth rate? As 
Altaf Gauhar, a noted Pakistani writer 
and scholar, said in 1962 at a confer¬ 
ence in Cairo: “Sex is poetry for the 
poor man. He procreates when he is 
happy, he procreates when he in un¬ 
happy, and he procreates when he is 
indifferent.” Today, though, TV has 
reached all the remotest of homes- 
But state-controlled television is in¬ 
credible and satellite television unin¬ 
telligible. So sex is still the number 


one diversion. 

This tendency to procreate is not 
matched by an awareness of contra¬ 
ception. Perversely, due to the high 
population growth rate—and pitifully 
low funds allocated to education—few¬ 
er people are getting the basic skills 
they need to understand family plan¬ 
ning. Pakistan it is perhaps the only 
courttxy in the world where the literacy 
rate has actually fallen. The govern¬ 
ment figure is 36 percent, blit most be¬ 
lieve it is half that rate. 

Pakistan’s demographics are wen 
more explosive. Males outnumber fe¬ 
males 52 percent to 48 percent. Soon 
young men will have a hard time 
finding a bride, adding to their 
frustrations. There are fewer 
females because they are 
fed and cared for 
less in the rural ar- 
^ eas, boys being seen 
as potential workers 
and bread winners, and 
because the high birth 
rate and woefully poor 
medical facilities lead to an 
excessive mortality rate at 
childbirth. 

Just how serious the de¬ 
mographic problem is re¬ 
mains unknown, since Pak¬ 
istan has not conducted a 
census in 16 years. 

A census has not 
been held be¬ 
cause of pres¬ 
sure from the 
feudal lords, 
known as 
the feudal 
lobby. Be¬ 
cause the allo¬ 
cation of seats 
in parliament is 
based on the 1981 
census, when the 
„ rural-urban 

.-.i,. ratio was 
70:30, 
these feudal 

lords have an inordinately high repre¬ 
sentation. Today, a census would likely 
reveal the ratio is 50:50, a finding the 
feudal lords do not want to see the light 
of day because it would reduce their 
seats in parliament, and in turn erode 
their hold on every state institution 
which give them undue privileges. 

One of those privileges is an ex¬ 
emption from income tax which, 
when allied to the enormous popula¬ 
tion growth, explains why Pakistan’s 
teenage population have litde hope of 
climbing the educational ladder to se- 
curity and prosperity. The govern¬ 
ment, which gives education a low 
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priority' anyway, won't increase the 
tax base for fear of the feudal lobby. 
Thus, only manufacturing and the 
salaried are taxed. 

Manufacturing represents only 
about 18 percent of the economy, agri¬ 
culture about 36 percent and services 
46 percent. There is no tax on agricul¬ 
tural incomes and hardly any on ser¬ 
vices. As for the salaried, there are only 
a million taxpayers in a population of 
140 million! Thus out of a paltry bud¬ 
get of 525 billion rupees ($11.5 bil¬ 
lion), education gets 33 milli on ru¬ 
pees. which is a whopping $7 33,333. 
Looked at another way, Pakistan 
spends less than $5 per hospital bed 
and per child attending primary 
school, but $6,000 per soldier for its 
half-million strong armed forces. 

Worse still, this budget is badly out 
of balance. The revenue target is only 
$10.2 billion, the rest being the deficit. 
Overall, the debt burden that will be be¬ 
queathed to those millions of adoles¬ 
cents is now so heavy that this fiscal year 
$4.2 billion is allocated to servicing it. 

Despite all of this, most of the city 
boys and girls have some form of edu¬ 
cation. But they cannot find jobs. 
Most make ends meet thanks to the in¬ 
formal economy—tax evasion, moon¬ 
lighting, smug¬ 
gling and so 
on—which 
is two and 
a half times as 
big as the formal 
economy of $70 
billion GDP. While 
this helps them sur¬ 
vive. it reinforces 
their lack of connection 
to, and allegiance towards, the 
state. 

In the absence of educational and 
job opportunities, Pakistan has seen 
the rise of an alternative widi a differ¬ 
ent message for the young. During the 
last 17 years- reb’gious schools called 
madrasa (plural madaris) have 
sprung up. Today there are some 
40,000 of them. Run by Islamic cler¬ 
ics of various sects, the madaris are 
free and the poor villagers and town 
folk send their boys there simply so 
that they can get fed, sheltered and 
clothed. In most madaris the pupils 
are imparted the mullah version of re¬ 
ligious education by rote and are in¬ 
doctrinated against anything and 
everything modem, progressive. 
Western or Westernized. 

Many of these madaris were set up 
by Afghani mullahs to educate refugees 
who came to Pakistan to escape the So¬ 
viet occupation. President General Zia 
11 I Haq, the American-backed Pakistani 
dictator at the time, encouraged this 
and soon Pakistani mullahs followed, 
suit. That is the genesis of the Taliban 
phenomenon in Afghanistan. 

Graduates of these schools are far 
more dangerous than the drug swill¬ 
ing. gun-to ting, frustrated, unem¬ 
ployed urban teenagers- because they 
have found an emotional home and 
are fired by a primitive missionary 
zeal. If the government does not start 
delivering soon, the Taliban will har¬ 
ness this adolescent energy and turn 
on a Pakistan. ® 


Making up for parents 


U S capital tries to 
enforce quality time 


Children’s Express is an indepm- 
: dentyion-projit newsservice reported . 
by children whose tape-recorded ; 
roundtables, interviews and com.- . 
• mentary are edited by their peers. Ed- ' 
itors in its Washington, D. C. bureau 
i recently held a roundtable to discuss 
whether or not the local curfew—a ■ 
. popular approach worldwide to man- ■ 
. aging adolescents—is doing anything . 
to keep yotmgpeople off the streets or \ 
■ lower the crime rate 


Beth Formukong, 16:1 think that the 
reason this whole curfew thing came 
about is because parents have not taken 
responsibility for their children. I’m not 
just talking about the cur¬ 
few. There are parents 
out there that don’t care. 
Christina Burch, 17: I 
feel that those rules are like 
being a supplement par¬ 
ent, Those are not my 
mother’s rules. I am one 
of the fortu¬ 
nate ones 
who have 
my mother and she is taking 
care of me and my brothers. 
Olanl Griffith, 16: But when 
you step out of your house, your 
mother is entrusting you to who¬ 
ever looks over us in the city; the 
police officers, the government, the 
man in the corner store. When you go 
to school, if something happens to you, 
your mother is going to look to whoev¬ 
er is responsible for the kids in school. 
Lakesa Mayo.. 



17: There are par¬ 
ents who are not 
doing their job 
and when they 
stop doing their 
job, that's when I 
feel like the gov¬ 
ernment should 
step in. Some¬ 
body needs to be there to correct those 
kids who are doing wrong. 

This whole thing is made to reduce 
crime. The kids that don't really need it 
are the ones that aren’t going go be out 
there. I think the ones that have prob- 


I think the police officers 
understand that this is stupid. 
Nobody wants to be oot there 
policing somebody elso’s kids 


lems are the ones that are going to be 
out there. 

Christina: They did say, though, that 
the crime rate amongst teenagers has 
gone down since the curfew. It’s not the 
curfew, I think. I think the teenagers are 
just scared about what they were saying, 
your mothers going to go to jail or your 
mother gets fined ‘cause you do wrong. 

Kristen Jordan, 15: We found that 
you can’t be out between 11:01 p.m. 
and 5:59 a.m.The penalty for violating 
the curfew in the District of Columbia 
is as follows: When picked up, you’re 
taken in and if a parent or guardian does 
not come to get you before 6 a.m., then 
you go to court. In court, a parent must 
be present and the court can either give 
you a $500 fine or community service. 

Christina: Just like regular criminals, 
they give you the one. two. three penal¬ 
ty. If you do it three times, then your 
parents go to jail. But most people I 
know don’t listen to it anyway. 

Olanl: I know a lot of rimes if you are 
out past that time, you see a lot ofpolice 
officers. They don't stop you. They 
can’t enforce that rule, I don’t think. 

Christina: I think they enforce it in 
certain neighborhoods. I know in my 
neighborhood, the police come by all 
the time. It’s always boys on the corner, 
even girls hanging out. I know' I go to 
carry-outs [restaurants] at two, three in 
the rooming if I get that craving and 
have money in my pocket. 

Karen Abrecht, 17: The police de¬ 
partment. they really don't have the 
people to enforce it over the entire city. 
And if they can't enforce it over the 
v entire city, they 
shouldn't be doing 
it. 

Beth: I don’t 
think it's being en¬ 
forced the way it 
should be. The offi¬ 
cers have other 
things to wony 
about, other things 
that are more important. 

Christina: I think the police officers 
understand that this is stupid. It’s like 
when your teacher gives you busy work. 
Nobody wants to be out there policing 
somebodv else's kids.® 


Humayun Gauhar IS THE EDITOR OF 
Politics & Business, a Karachi-based 
newsmagazine. 
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torutti defines herself as u a tradition¬ 
alist who * likes the time when the wife 
referred to the husband as Mister, when 
there was no divorce and single moth¬ 
ers.” Hugely popular vvith teenagers. 
Soledad sold a staggering 500,000 
copies of her CD and is fully booked 
through December. 

Indeed, a philosophy of forward to 
the past seems to appeal to adoles¬ 
cents threatened by unemployment, 
urban violence and families falling 
apart in the Southern Hemisphere. 
The future looks—and is—bleak. An 
impressive rate of 51 percent of young 
Colombians believe they will be vic¬ 
tims of crime before they reach adult¬ 


hood. The figures back them up. Ap¬ 
proximately 2,300 teenagers and chil¬ 
dren were killed in 1996 in Bogota as 
victims of tire street violence and two 
in every 10 youngsters will never 
reach adulthood in the poor slums of 
the city. 

In another gesture to the past, some 
5.000 youngsters gathered last August 
in La Habana, Cuba, in an effort to 
keep alive the old tradition of political 
rebellion in Latin America. This ado¬ 
lescent tribe, threatened by extinction, 
paid homage to its icon, Che Guevara. 
But it failed to propose a new revolu¬ 
tionary strategy for the future of Latin 
America.® 


AH too often, if you want butter you need guns 

African youths fight for their future 






Carlos Castilho is a WorldPaper 
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By Ayebare Adonia 

A dolescence is virtually nonexis¬ 
tent in modem African culture. 
Children as young as eight join 
the labor market and do 
jobs that, in other coun¬ 
tries, are done by 40-year- 
old people. A depressing num¬ 
ber of these “jobs” involve 
firearms. 

Signs of hope are few and far be¬ 
tween. The structural adjustment poli¬ 
cies introduced by the World Bank and 
the International Monetary Fund have, 
so far, made things worse. Forced to 
rein in public spending, government 
support for social amenities such as ed¬ 
ucation has shrunk—the need to com¬ 
pensate has boosted the cost, forcing 
many African children out of school. 

This reality is in stark contrast to 
the policy environment, which is alive 
with concerned officials and new ini¬ 
tiatives aimed at giving teenagers a 
stake in society. The search for this 
magic formula continues—so far 
without success. 

Much of this concern stems from re- 
alpolirik. Adolescents whose only skills 
are military pose a real threat to many 
African societies. They are often part 
of a stubborn vicious circle whereby 
crumbling, unstable economies pro¬ 
duce a new crop of children who end 
up deterring economic growth when 
they take to crime in order to survive. 
Children as young as 8 years old carry¬ 
ing AK-47 rifles in Uganda, Rwanda 
and the Democratic Republic of Con¬ 
go (formerly Zaire) are a co mm on sight 
and have earned a reputation of over¬ 
throwing regimes. 

This ability to cause trouble has 
awakened African governments. But 
they are finding that putting programs 
high on the agenda is not enough. Em¬ 
manuel Odong, a “street child” in 
Kampala, says that he ended up on the 
streets due to lack of any alternatives af¬ 
ter his parents died in the 1990 fight¬ 
ing. Odong and other African young¬ 
sters are looking for results. 

Adolescents in Uganda, for exam¬ 
ple, strongly believe that their future 
must be guaranteed. If not, they will 
continue to make their point using all 
means at their disposal. Even those 
children who have access to education 
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and come from stable families say that 
they need to be assured of a secure fu¬ 
ture, by which they mean getting a job 
after graduation. 

There are exceptions. 
Moses Katongore, a self-em¬ 
ployed graduate, says young 
people should think positively 
“ and “go it on their own” be¬ 
cause relying on the state is a bad bet 
African states, he points out, are them¬ 
selves beggars that rely on foreign fi¬ 
nancing for . al- .. _ 



most everything. 

Overall, 

African chil¬ 
dren are an 
optimistic lot 
who, like their 
counterparts 
in other 
countries, say 
the future be¬ 
longs to them de¬ 
spite the fact the 
old people are 
messing up 
everything. What 
is worrying ex¬ 
perts, however, is 
the number of 
adolescents wait¬ 
ing to lay claim to 
that future. 

If current eco¬ 
nomic and social 
trends continue, the number of child 
laborers in Africa will swell by at least 
1 million each year, the International 
Labor Organization (ILO) warned in 
a report issued in Kampala this Febru¬ 
ary. The report says that the poverty, 
population and education indictors 
give a potentially bleak picture for the 
future of Africa. : • _• 

According to the report—released. 
simultaneously in Kampala and Gene¬ 
va—which is entitled Child Labor in 
Africa: Targeting the Intolerable, the 
number of child laborers in Africa 
could surge from today’s 80 milli on to 
over 100 million by the year 2015 as a 
result of demographic explosion 6fim¬ 
poverished people allied to poor or in¬ 
adequate levels of economic growth 
across much of the continent. 

The Director General of the ILO, 
Michel Hansenne, told delegates at a 


related conference in Kamp a l a that or- 
gent action must be taken now if the 
trend has to be reversed. Although 
much time was devoted to national 
cases and experiences, there was a con¬ 
sensus among those- present that 
Hansexme’s urgency is merited. 

Spurring the Kampala delegates 
were the appalling statistics, which de¬ 
pict the seriousness of the problem. In 
percentage terms, Africa already has the 
highest incidence of child laborers with 

___ approximately 41 

percent of all chil¬ 
dren between 5 
and 14 years old 
involved in eco¬ 
nomic activity ver¬ 
sus 21 percent in 
Asia and 17 per¬ 
cent in Latin 

Amwifa . ThTTgan- 

da and Kenya, ex¬ 
perts put the per¬ 
centage of children 
in the labor market 
at between 40 and 
46 percent. .. 

Representa¬ 
tives from the East 
Africa sub-region 
admit, that only 
Kenya and Tanza¬ 
nia have adopted 
comprehensive 
national policies 
and programs on child labor since the 
early 1990s. Uganda has, however, 
joined Ethiopia, South. Africa, Mada¬ 
gascar, Mali, Guinea, Zambia, Zimbab¬ 
we and Burkina Faso to actively debate 
the issue. O . 


1H T HE IflUHE OF THE U Hfll 

Uganda’s struggle with the 
Lord's Resistance Army 
(LRA) is one of nearly 
three dozen c onWcts in 
the 1990s tavolvtas chid 
sokSers. Overall, an esti¬ 
mated 250,000 people un¬ 
der the age of 18 are serv¬ 
ing worldwide in off ic ial or 
rebel mBitary organizations. 

Operating: bi the north, 
the LRA often kidnaps chi¬ 
cken and forces them to ‘ . 

serve. The LRA’sbefef 
that annotating; them¬ 
selves with ofl makes 
them buBetproof adds 
to the danger these un¬ 
face 
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Newman aside, ‘Twilight’ 

same old story 

Y Kenneth Tu tan wf 
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Try as it might 
‘Hush’ no screamer 


By Kenneth Turan 

GIVEN • HOLLY WOOD’S' 

current emphasis on things 
dark and murderous, if was 
only a matter of time before 
elderly parties wanted a pieced 
of the action. ‘Twilight/ star¬ 
ring 73-year-old Paul New¬ 
man, 67-year-old 
Gene Hackman. 

69-year-old James 
Gamer and 51- 
year-old babe-iq- 
the- woods Susan 
Sarandon, • repre¬ 
sents the flowering 
. of that inevitable 
subgenre; geezer 
noir. 

You - know 

you're watching 
geezer noir 

when the pro¬ 
tagonists make 
small . talk 
about their 

prostates, not 
platinum 
blondes. Lines 
like “Not at my 
age" and Tm 
tired” are also 
giveaways. And 
when the studio 
artificially 
darkens the star’s 
hair color on the key art, you 
can be sure you've arrived. 

It's a shame that Paramount’ 
couldn't live with a naturally 
gray Paul Newman on 'Twi¬ 
light’s 1 poster, because his 
cool and laconic performance 
as retired private eye Harry 
Ross is a fine thing. No one 
on screen has aged better than 
Newman; his mustache may 
he faded and his hair thin, 
but his eyes remain flinty 
and hypnotic and his ability 
to be a hero even in repose 


remaiiU unimpaired. 

.. ■ Newman’s less-is-more act¬ 
ing technique has if anything 
gotten stronger over the years. 
•The actor’s presence creates 
involvement while he’s just 
..standmg still, and he brings 
the perfect been-around qual¬ 
ity to the sardonic Ross, sup- 
; plying a worid- 
weariness that car- 
.■ ries lines like, 
'Tm going to pre¬ 
tend you weren’t 
. here . tonight, 
which is almost 
erne." 

•That . verbal; 
archness . comes 
courtesy of direc¬ 
tor Roberi'Benton 
(a geezer noir pio¬ 
neer with 1977s 
Art . Camey- 
, starring ’The Late ; 
Show’) and his co¬ 
writer. . : Richard 
Rosso. These two also 
collaborated oh New¬ 
man’s last film, 
‘Nobody’s Fool/ which 
was based on a Russo novel. 

‘Twilight’ has •• periodic 
stretches of- unforced dia- ■ 
logtid, supporting actors like 
Hackman and Sarandon who 
know how to handle those 
moments,- and a generally 
relaxed attitude that provides 
shelter for the amusing eccenr 
tries that all Los Angeles- 
based private eye movies are 
legally obligated to provide. 

Though audiences will 
appreciate these extras, extras 
are all .they remain. Despite 
its pluses, despite trying to do 
all the right’ things. Twilight’ 
comes up lacking in energy 
and plot, two areas that no 
noir, geezer or otherwise, can 
afford to be caught short in. 


Newman himself catego- 
fizfid Harry Ross in .a recent 
interview by referring to one 
of his earlier roles and calling 
the retired P.l. “a Harper that 
-has lost a couple of big ones. 
He has found out his old 
trick's don't work” Once a 
cop, once married with a fam¬ 
ily until alcoholism took eve¬ 
ryone away, Ross is a gray 
ghost who's preuy much 
given up carrying a gun 
because he fears he's become 

a danger.to himself. . - 

After a brief prologue that 
outlines the start of his 
involvement with married 
movie stars Jack and Cathe¬ 
rine Ames (Hackman and 
Sarandon), their daughter Mel 
(Reese Witherspoon) and her 
boyfriend Jeff fLiev Schrei- 
Tser), the present finds Harry 
still’ Hying at the Ames’ 
house, doing errands and 
making himself generally 
useful. 

Twilight's' plot proper 
begins with a classic film noir 
line: Jack, who's dying of 
cancer, hands Harry a pack¬ 
age and says, “give this to a 
woman . named Gloria 
Lamarr. 1 * That’s the kind of 
nominally simple instruction 
that is fated to lead to all 
kinds of unforeseen complica¬ 
tions. and it does. 

What that task does at first 
is reinvolve Harry with 
numerous people from, his 
past, including a fellow pri¬ 
vate eye (James Garner), an 
.old flame (Stockard Chan¬ 
cing) and a man who may or 
may not have been a partner 
(Giancarlo Esposito). 

■ Then things get more seri¬ 
ous. Decades-old secrets spill. 
out, minder and blackmail 
take center stage, and Harry is 



Paul Newman 


forced to watch os “people 
run out of the liule bit of luck 
they have.” 

While this sounds involv¬ 
ing enough, in fact, involving 
enough is just what it isn't. 
‘Twilight's' sense of relaxa¬ 
tion may be an asset at first, 
but the film is finally so 
relaxed it's almost not there. 
The story line and certain key 
characterizations (especially 


Sarandon's Catherine Ames) 
are too predictable and uncon¬ 
vincing. and there is a lack of 
energy, of punch, about the 
whole project that is fatal. If 
geezer noir is going to catch 
on. pacemakers are going to 
have to become standard issue 
from now on. ■ 

/-A 7Y mes-Washingion Post 
News Service 


By Chris Kaltenbach 

SOME PEOPLE are just plain 
nasty. Such as Martha Baring, 
as played by Jessica Lange fn 
‘Hush,’ a mother-in-Jaw-from- 
hell film co-wriuen and 
directed, with more good 
intentions than good sense, by 
newcomer Jonathan Darby, 

She's not a ful!-borc loon. 

She's not a knife-wielding 
maniac. And she's not blessed 
with the son. of supernatural 
powers that would 
allow her to die at a 
crucial moment, only 
to be revived in lime 
for the final, blood¬ 
curdling act. 

Nope, she's just 
mean. And perhaps a 
tad too devoted to 
her son. 

We're introduced 
to Martha the morn¬ 
ing after her son. 

Jackson, and his girl¬ 
friend. Helen (Joftna- 
thon Sehaech and 
Gwyneth Paltrow t. 
arrive to spend 
Christmas at Kilro- 
nan. a down-on-its- Jessica Lange 
luck Kentucky horse 
farm that's been in the Baring 
family for generations. And 
Lange wastes no time in leuing 
us know Martha's a piece of 
work, oozing with so much 
double-edged' Southern 

charm—almost everything she 
says and does is a double 
entendre—that even her son 
feels ill at ease when she’s 
around. 

Thai being the case, think 
how spooked Helen must feel. 

Only Helen, for reasons the 
script never really makes clear, 
takes a liking to Martha. 

Which is convenient, since the 
two women can work together 
at persuading Jackson to move 


bock and take over the day-to- 
day operation of Kilronan * 

That he does, along with 
Helen, who's now his wife and 
soon to be the mother of his 
child. But in Martha's world, 
while male Barings are always 
welcome, there's only room 
for one Mrs Baring. 

Darby, who shares the 
screenwriting credit with Jane 
Rusconi. deserves praise for 
taking the road less traveled: it 
would have been easy for him 



to chum out yet another 'Fatal 
Attraction' clone, in which 
two w'omen duke it out over 
one man. the winner being the 
one who can most effectively 
wield a knife. 

Unfortunately, to make the 
film he wanted. Darby popu¬ 
lated it with some of the 
dumbest characters since Jerry 
Lewis—especially Jackson, 
who comes across as just this 
side of moronic. Schaech 
(That Thing You Do’) tries to 
do something with the charac¬ 
ter. but there's no there there. 

What's worse, the film 
relies on too many conven¬ 
iences to advance its plot. 


(If you were dumping on 
your mother-in-law inside her 
house, wouldn't you at least 
close the bedroom door?) The 
whole script would collapse 
like a house of cards if only 
the characters would talk 
plainly to each other— 
especially a particularly irritat¬ 
ing grandmother fa game Nina 
Foch) who knows the level of 
Martha's wickedness but 
insists on speaking in riddles. 
Most embarrassing of all. 
the ending (which is 
way underdeveloped, 
perhaps because it 
was changed at the 

last minute) requires 

Helen, the morning 
after a particularly 
harrowing birth, to 
look as chipper and 
radiant as...well, as 
Paltrow after a good 
night's sleep. Not 
likely. 

Paltrow's Helen is 
J a winning combina¬ 
tion of vulnerability 
and allure in the PG- 
13-rated film: it's not 
hard io see why Jack- 
son falls in lave with 
her or why Martha 
sees her as a threat. But those 
are her character's strongest 
points, and she's too intelli¬ 
gent an actress for a part so 
shallow. 

Lange seems to be having 
fun with her character: she's 
trying to be Bette Davis in 
‘Whatever Happened to Baby 
Jane?' but without the bad 
makeup. 

Perhaps she succeeds too 
well: Martha is so obviously 
had news, it's hard to believe 
Helen ever falls for the ncL 

Two stars.! 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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By Saraer Iskandar 

THERE IS no such thing as a 
“standard” Harley-Davidson. 
Because customising adding 
or replacing parts to give it. 
the personal touch is central 
to the Harley myth, every 
motorcycle leaving the US 
company's plants is destined 
to become different from all 
others. 

HD’s own list of accesso¬ 
ries fills hundreds of pages 
of catalogues and dozens of 
manufacturers, some closely 
associated with the company, 
offer thousands of additional 
spare parts. 

There are several variants 
of every item making up a 
Harley, ranging from whole 
engine blocks- to individual 
nuls and holts. Indeed, most 
customised machines Have 
more hand-made additions 
than original parts. 

As hundreds of thousands 
of Harley enthusiasts prepare 
to celebrate the company’s 
95th anniversary (more than 
100.000 rode to Milwaukee, 
where the company is based, 
for the 90th anniversary tn 
June 1993). an exhibition in 
London pavs tribute to some 
of the ' best known 
customised. 

One is Aden Ness, who 
has been iransldnning HD 
motorcycles into "rolling 
works of arr'* for more than 
30 years. His "Two Bad r- 
an elongated machine with 
two supercharged HD 900«: 
engines and four fuel tanks 
— is world famous. It is hard 
to believe that the same per¬ 
son who conceived this enor¬ 
mous machine also came up 
with the delicate etchings 


that grace several gilded 
engine parts. 

The exhibition ' traces the 
roots’of eustomharibn.to .the = 
1940s when the quest for 
higher performance led bikers - 
to strip—or cut down to ,: a 
symbolic size-^snch “super- 
fluous” Items as fenders, ■ 
exhaust pipes and front- 
brakes- The resulting 
machines—which appear in : 
The Wild One, the 1954 film 
starring Marlon Brando-— . 
were called “bobbers.” 

Customisation evolved in 
the 1960s with the arrival of 
“choppers." characterised by 
low seats and long front forks 
and made famous by the ■ 
“Captain America'' motorcy¬ 
cle in the cult film Easy. ■ 
Rider. 

Judging by the popularity 
of some machines on display, 
the trend seems to be shifting 
in favour of wrap-around bod¬ 
ies reminiscent of 1950s’ 
cars—a shift likely to propel 
a new breed of customisere 
into the limelight. One Ger¬ 
man motorcyclist, who rode 
to London for the exhibition, 
says: “Building a body from 
scratch will distinguish the - 
real artists from the chainsaw 
variety. It is not enough these 
days to pull off the fenders 
and add a couple of chromed 
pieces." 

The pink Flight Dcville at 
the exhibition is a particularly 
successful example. Its simi¬ 
larities with vintage cars are 
not limited to the shape of the 
fenders'- creator Tank Ewsi- 
ehek fitted the machine with a 
headlight ring front a 1940 
Ford sedan and a tail light 
from a 1959 Cadillac. /. 

Ness’s Ferrari Bike, argua¬ 


bly a precursor of - the new 
trend, stands out as an anach¬ 
ronism. Its car-like red body, 
which covers a 2,100cc 
engine with two supercharg¬ 
ers, was built to measure 
from metal sheets at a time 
■when other customised were 
stripping motorcycles of their 
existing parts. 

A. strong impression con¬ 
veyed by the exhibition is 
that ■ customisation, which 
really reached Europe only in 
the 4970®, remains at Us best 
in American hands a feeling 
reinforced by the prize- 
winning “Shuttle.” an ill- 
named creation by George 
Savage, which attracts a. lot 
of attention but liule praise. 

This 1993 Electra Glide is 
dressed with up to 500 lights 
of different colours, shapes 
and sizes. Us most* attractive 
characteristic, according to 
one onlooker, .is that the 
lights can be turned off. 

Noteworthy exceptions, 
however, include a. couple of 
elegant transformations by 
the. Battistini brothers (Rikki 
and Dean) of 'Bournemouth. 
Dorset, and an innovative but 
(relatively) discreet three- 
wheeler, by Danny Franssen 
of Belgium. “Tribute to Ste¬ 
vie Ray-;. Vaughan.” by 
France's .Nicolas Chauvin, 
sports one of the most elabo¬ 
rate paint jobs undertaken on 
a motorcycle, incloding a 
portrait of. rhe blues guitarist 
Jimi Hendrix on the fuel tank 
alongside. The painrwork, 
which look more than two 
months, to complete, is 
matched.-;only ■ by nnother 
Ness creation,' “Raffling 
Shovel” ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 


By Paul Dean 

THE FORDING of Jaguar—a multibil- 
lion dollar American adventure aimed 
at returning aggression and thorough¬ 
ness to a mighty but moribund British 
marque—comes close to early bloom¬ 
ing with this year's parade of XJ8 se¬ 
dans. Gone is that Venerable Bede of 
Jaguar power plants, a once gloriously 
polished, aluminum sculpted in-line 
six that over several decades devolved 
into a death wish. In its place, a 32- 
valve V-8 designed and reared in Eng- , 
land, with the exception of one crank¬ 
shaft key from Detroit. It is superior by 
large gobs of muscle to the 245- 
horsepower six of yesteryore that, in 
its glory years, whenever oat of the 
shop and momentarily exorcised of 
mechanical demons, was capable of 
adding considerable salt and vinegar to 
our travels. Meanwhile, Jaguar's awful 
V-12 engine, a hangover from the old 
days and the majestic but heavy- 
handling XJS, has been condemned to 
extinction. Presumably buried at sea to 
perform buoy-mooring chores while 
assisting expansion of the Whitstable 
oyster beds. The old four-speed auto¬ 
matic that never quite got it in terms of 
hum. surge and hesitation whenever 
driver demands became, well, demand¬ 
ing, also has gone away. Now there’s a 
thinking, five-speed ZF automatic, plus 
a Daimler-Benz transmission for the 
supercharged version of the XJS. Both 
deliver sophisticated initial response 
and mid-range urgency that is “Master¬ 
piece Theatre" in motion. 

Steering and handling are no longer 
stiffer than Britain's infamous upper 
lips. There's a drive-by-wire throttle 
management system electronically 
coupled to traction controls that will 
tame the giddy slips and spins of Brit¬ 
ain's national pastime: Bad-weather 
driving. A simpler, lighter multiplex 
electronics system has banished Jag¬ 
uar's primal electricals along with sev¬ 
eral hundred Lucas jokes. These cars 
will go 100,000 miles between plug 
changes. 10.000 miles between oil 
changes and a lifetime (yours or the 
car's) between timing adjustments and 
transmission fluid changes. Conse¬ 
quently. reliability and durability—as 
measured by diminishing warranty 
claims and tall leaps in recent J.D. 
Power customer surveys—indicate that 
quality, value and thorough assembly 
have been exhumed from abysmal to 



precisely where they should be for a 
$55,000 luxury motorcar. 

Yet. as important as bad things 
ripped out. is the vital issue of what 
good things are left of the old XJ6. 
Looks and lines, which in the post 
were about the only reason for owning 
a Jaguar, have been caressed without 
damaging the allure of the double 
grille and four-head light nacelles, part 
of the XJ allure for 30 years. Interior 
leathers and woods are premium, and 
the craftsmanship of their assembly 
forms an interior that is fine furniture. 
Above nil. the Jaguamess of it all. the 
sense of personal elegance while trav¬ 
eling first class at extraordinary 
speeds, has sustained. Ford, blessedly, 
hasn't mucked with anything proven. 
Just smashed the bugs. It has preserved 
a heritage and is actually making it bet¬ 
ter. Would that Ford could do the same 
with British cooking. This new breed 
of Jaguar is actually a liner four XJ 
cats replacing the XJ6 series. There’s a 
standard-wheelbase XJ8, a 



long-w heel base XJ8L, a super-luxury 
Van den Plas and a supercharged XJR. 
Prices start at $54,750 For the base XJS 
and peak at $67,400 for the blown, 
high performance version. Two 
engines are available. One is a 4.0- 
liter, aluminum-block V-8 transplanted 
from the Jaguar XKS sports car. 
Breathing through its own nostrils, it 
develops 290 horsepower. Then there’s 
the super charged, imercooled engine 
of the XJR that was our test car. It is 
ventilated by an Eaton blower that 
helps snort out an incredible 370 horse¬ 
power. And that’s a bunch more than 
even a Chevrolet Corvette. 

Outside, what is basically a big. 
front-engine, rear-drive sedan doesn't 
get more tasteful than this, from a 
pleasantly abbreviated rear to a hood 
that rolls' forward and down like some 
friendly prairie, distinction is with the 
veiy lightly chiseled edges of the pas¬ 
senger compartment and the voluptuous 
rounds of ends and silhouette. The XJR 
is set aside from less snappy siblings by 
a self-assured look that is handsome 
with a whisper of menace. That's 
created by reductions of chrome around 
ends and the radiator, five-spoke alloys 
instead of much busier wheels on the 
XJ8s, and low profile Pirelli tires. Also 
a mesh grille that glances back to the 
saddle-tanked, wire-wheeled SSI 00 
two-seaters of the '30s. 

The new interior is elegant and 
charming, side air bags have been 
added, and many of the borrowings— 
such as a pillow-padded center console 
and a wood-rfaced oval for gearshift 
and radio and heater control—are from 
the XKS sports car. Superb leathers, 
places for stuffing stuff without mak¬ 
ing doors look like shopping cans, and 
thick insulation from outside dins pro¬ 
duce a distinct sense of hushed 


privacy. 

Downsides. Instruments are buried 
deep beneath the dashboard cowl, mak¬ 
ing them difficult to read in a perma¬ 
nent gloaming. The wood trim is 
equally murky, and we'd suggest a 
quick return to the reddish "browns 
favored by most everybody else in the 
luxury motor car business. 

As there's a fractional lowering of the 
roof line, plus an expansion of trunk 
space with no change in overall length, 
big persons riding in the back will find 
their quarters and hindquarters 
scrunched and over-cozy. They'll be 
the first to yelp against Jaguar's claim 
dial this is a five-passenger car. 

But for you. the enthusiast to heck 
with them. For few motoring hoots 
quite match the distinctive rush of driv¬ 
ing a Jaguar XJR and enjoying its pow¬ 
erful aplomb; of relishing the apparent 
paradox of a weighty, sedate sedan 
that, on command, becomes a four- 
door demon. 

Hard acceleration will make the rear 
tires sing a song of torque and super¬ 
charging. None but the brave—with 
the exception of 

something like a Porsche Carerra or a 
Corvette—will glower at an XJR at a 
stoplight because it will swoosh 10 60 
mph in less than six seconds. Of 
greater importance, such pace is per¬ 
fectly matched by the efficiency of the 
car’s brakes, steering, chassis stiffness 
and suspension. 

In the animal kingdom, a jaguar is one 
of the fastest things on four feeL In the 
concrete jungle, a Jaguar goes one bet¬ 
ter. as the quickesr production sedan 
on four wheels. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Socializing The global tale of 


sociology 


Guide to Sociology, by Lord 
Runciman 

Reviewed by 
Samuel Brittan 

THE WORST insult that an 
economist cun deliver is to say 
that someone is a "journalist" 
and (he next worst that he or 
she is u "sociologist." 

The best response to the first 
charge is to own up to it if one 
has the privilege of writing for 
the press. But the second 
reflects little credit on those 
who make it. For. given their 
own record in explaining 
events, economists are in no 
position to throw stones at 
another social science. 

Sociology is indeed the more 
interesting of the two subjects 
because it deals in principle 
with the most important struc¬ 
tural features of human socie¬ 
ties such as the location of 
power, the similarities and 
diversities between different 
human groups and the forces 
making lor institutional 
change. 

Lord Runciman has written a 
guide to the subject which can 
he regarded in two different 
ways. Officially it is an intro¬ 
duction although it will prob¬ 
ably he of most benefit to 
someone of any age who has 
picked up at least a smattering 
of the social sciences and is 
feeling perplexed. At another 
level it embodies the author's 
mature reflections on human 
change and constancy. 

Runciman wastes little space 
trying to differentiate sociology 
from the other social sciences, 
but regards them ail as comple¬ 
mentary ways of studying 
human affairs. While so many 
modem sociologists concen¬ 
trate on questionnaire studies 
confined to the period of the 
post-war welfare state, he 
roams with cnviahle ease 
through anthropology and his¬ 
tory and is not afraid to put his 
classical education to good use. 
His book has the advantage of 
not being an American style 


sociology, but the way it is all 
too often pursued. What are the 
worst suspicions that you have 
ever had of sociologists? That 
they are "a bunch of self- 
appointed arbiters of the exist¬ 
ing order who are neither 
clever enough to be philoso¬ 
phers nor knowledgable 
enough to be historians." 

Runciman finds an uncom¬ 
fortable amount of truth in such 
remarks. Indeed, he adds some 
of his own. He has totted up 
the number of his academic 
colleagues whose researches 
were "unmistakably connected 
with a life-long allegiance to 
the Labour Party" (and I would 
add. Old Labour at that). Some 
of many sociologists into AM’s 
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blockbuster. On the contrary. it - become entrenched. The author 


is concise and well-written in 
the traditional way: one 
reaches the end wanting more. 

The author is one of the 
most worldly, and distin¬ 
guished. sociologists. He has 
pursued a parallel and success- 
fid career in business, is deputy 
chairman of the UK's Financial 
Services Authority and has 
found time to chair the Royal 
Commission on Criminal Jus¬ 
tice as well as serve for 20 
years as chairman of the Child 
Poverty Group. 

As one would expect, he is 
not easily deceived. He is the 
first to agree that there are 
strictures to be levelled, not 
against the subject matter of 


neither works the evolutionary 
metaphor too hard, nor claims 
that it can tell us much about 
developments in human affairs 
before they occur. He believes 
that the distinguishing feature 
of science is not its predictive 
value, but that “its conclusions 
should be prescriptive for all 
observers" in the light of evi¬ 
dence available to all. 

An interesting application is 
to the fail of the Roman repub¬ 
lic. The best conventional his¬ 
tories explain the particular 
sequence of events by which 
Julius Caesar rather than Pom- 
pey became master of Rome 
with the normal combination of 
luck and judgment But the 


deeper question is: what were 
the conditions which made the 
survival of on agricultural, aris¬ 
tocratic republic unlikely and 
the emergence of personal rule, 
abetted by a large bureaucracy, 
highly probable? 

In telling this story the 
author implicitly makes use of 
a large number of predictive 
laws of an "if... then” variety. 
They concern, for instance, the 
threshold size of empire 
beyond which an ancient 
republic could not cope. It 
would be interesting to have 
these propositions explicitly set 
out. even if they could only be 
done in terms of probabilities. 
And one would like to know 
how far these rules still apply, 
and how- far they have to be 
modified in the light of modem 
conditions. It may be that any 
such attempt at formal rules 
would turn out to be pedantic, 
trivial or too heavily qualified 
to be worthwhile. In that case 
we are back with what Popper 
called a historical interpreta¬ 
tion. There is nothing wrong 
with that; but it differs from 
science in that at least some 
alternative interpretations can 
live side by side, with no deci¬ 
sive way of choosing between 
them. 

Meanwhile, the utopian, 
whose schemes can do so 
much damage, needs to be seen 
off not with a methodological 
injunction but with some analy¬ 
sis of why his schemes are 
likely to produce unexpected 
and probably disastrous effects. 
The Social Animal contains the 
material for doing so. But the 
reader will have to work out 
the detail for himself and will 
not find many cut and dried 
propositions. 

The author cannot be ; 
described os one of nature's 
optimists. He is not alone in 
believing that human beings 
need to see themselves as “apes 
of a particular kind who hap¬ 
pen to have evolved a relatively 
large brain and a remarkable 
capacity for language." More 
originally, he reminds us of the 
principal use to which language 
has been put. "Chat gossip, 
rumour. story- 

telling...insulting. complaining, 
commiserating and charting 
up." These activities have more 
to do with getting other people 
to respond as we wish than 
with the pursuit of publicly 
testable knowledge. 

Nevertheless, “chat works." 
This is shown by the curious 
creeds and movements to 
which people will devote their 
lives and the readiness with 
which they can be recruited to 
the service of charlatans who 
know how to fianer their secret 
desires, in his final sentence 
Runciman cites a Stoic philoso¬ 
pher. who asked: “Why are 


human pyromania 


Vestal Fire, Stephen J. Pyne 

Reviewed by 
Douglas Palmer 

CHILDHOOD FASCINA¬ 
TION and dangerous delight 
with instant fire, created by 
striking a match can never be 
forgotten. The sound, the 
smell, the colours of the flame 
and the remarkable heat, that 
even a small match can gener¬ 
ate. readily sears into flesh and 
memory. 

Fire is still fundamental to 
our lives. We depend upon it 
for hear, cooked food and the 
internal combustion engine. 
And yet. never before have we 
been so distanced from the 
direct experience of fire and 
flame. 

In Vestal Fire. Stephen J. 
Pyne reveals the much more 
direcL extensive and largely 
forgotten connection that our 
ancestors had with fire. Human 
conquest of the land, subjuga¬ 
tion of the forest and its 
"beastly" occupants was 
achieved by fire. 

In the barely historic past, 
large parts of Europe would 
have had palls of smog-like 
smoke drifting down wind sim¬ 
ilar to that recently experienced 
in Indonesia. Wc are hardly in 
a position to criticise inhabi¬ 
tants of the Third World for 
"slash and bum" of primeval 
forest. 

Pyne argues that the history 
and development of our society 
is built on fire. He tells the ter¬ 
rible tale of how we have used 



the fire-storm for subjugating 
nature and other humans." 

Napalm assisted score hed- 
enrth strategics, (he torching of 
European cities in the second 
world war with chemical fire- 
homhs and finally the thermo¬ 
nuclear fireball, might have 
been novel technically, but the 
idea has an appallingly long 
history. Our European literature 
burns brightly with pyrotechni- 
cal epithet and simile. 

In the Iliad. Homer describes 
how "...on went Achilles: as a 


devouring conflagration rages 
througb the valleys of a 
parched mountain height, and 
the thick forest blazes, while 
the wind rolls the flames to all 
sides in riotous confusion..." 

However. Vestal Fire is not 
all death and destruction 
because, as early humans 
quickly realised, fire can liber¬ 
ate as well. Nutrients and water 
are released, weeds and other 
pests curbed and phocnix-like 
new life rises from the ashes. 
The Old Norse terms landnam. 


meaning land-taking, and swid- 
den for the fire-falJow cycle of. 
forest and field.- pervade the 
book just as they came to per¬ 
vade Neolithic Europe.. 

Initially. the practice 
increased plant diversity, espe¬ 
cially herbs, shrubs and grasses. 
An ever changing mosaic was 
created in the landscape with 
pasture, meadows, scrub and 
alder swamps. 

Patterns of ecological change 
were speeded up by. human 
migration and . intervention. 


Gandhi the photographer 


By Taron J. Tqjpal have been essentially just a 

line photographer? 

WHEN ONE year after Rajiv That Rajiv Gandhi was a 
Gandhi's assassination, his r nice guy everyone; friend and. 
wife Sonia published a lavish foe. agreed. But it was not a 
tribute to him. the famous edi- p iriicul.jity impicssivr quulifi- 


tributc to him. the famous edi¬ 
tor of an English newspaper in 
Delhi, reviewing the book, 
wrote: "Unsurprisingly, the 
loving wife hclieves her late 
husband was one part Mother 
Teresa, one part Salim Ali. 
one part Jawaharlal Nehru." 
The sarcasm was aimed not 
merely at Sonia's eulogy, but 
also voiced the bewilderment 
most Indians experience when 
it comes to figuring out who 
Rajiv was. His grandfather 
Jawaharlal Nehru was a 
visionary: his mother. Indira 
Gandhi, a politician. But 
Rajiv? Is it possible, going by 
growing evidence, that he may 
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INVEST IN YOURSELF... 

Introductory Program in enhancing will power 
and concentration 


.Where? : 

At the fnterfit Health Spa in the Hotel Intef-Continenfal Jordan. 

What is the program about? 

The program aims aHtttroducjng methods that help 
enhance positive and productive thinking, strengthen will 
power, and increase one’s concentration potential. 

Specialized and professional, training is provided 
for the 16 sessions that take place in-the evening. - • 

For further information please call 461 5825 - 
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cation lor Indian politics in 
the mid-1980s. and. mixed 
with naivete, made for a disas¬ 
trous combination. It was a 
recipe that saw Rajiv squander 
the biggest political mandate 
in India's independent history 
in the quickest time possible. 

Foisted into power by the 
Congress party's brokers after 
the assassination of his 
mother. Mrs Indira Gandhi in 
October 1984. Rajiv led the 
Congress to a landslide vic¬ 
tory in the general elections of 
Dccemher 1984. The period 
also coincided with the first 
boom in Indian television, and 
Rajiv's clean-cut good looks 
and upheat homilies made him 
adored countrywide. But by 
March 1987. the honeymoon 
had soured, with allegations 
about huge kickbacks being 
received by the Congress from 
the Swedish company Bofors 
on a dubious gun deal. Matters 
were compounded by Rajiv 
embarking on a foolishly 
ad\enturist phase, dispatching 
Indian troops to Sri Lanka to 
help quell Tamil separatists. 
Inevitably, not laurels hut 
hndv-hags returned home. 

By 19X9 Rajiv's marriage 
with the Indian public was 
over. The Congress was 
defeated m the general elec¬ 
tions. and Rajiv's reputation 
was in tatters By rhe end of 
May. 1991. Rajiv was dead, 
assassinated by a Tamil sui¬ 
cide bomber. He was 47. 

In three generations of his 
family. Rajiv was the third 
prime minister and his critics 
saw him as the least capable. 
He had neither the steel of 
Indira, nor the wonderful 
vision and learning of Jawa¬ 
harlal. What he had was a win¬ 
some ordinariness, a natural 
inclination for the self- 
effacing. marginal life. To his 
credit, he defied 100 years of 
family history and chose to he 
a commercial pilot. Rajiv only 
entered politics because, in 
I9S0. his younger brother 
Senjay died in an air crash and 
his mother Indira made an 
emotional pica of political 
loneliness that Rajiv could not 
ignore. 

These facts of Rajix's life 
are important because they 
impact on him us a photogra¬ 
pher. Rajiv could take pictures 
of excellence and subtlety 
because he »as comfortable in 
the role of observer. In a fam¬ 
ily where everyone lived in 
the limelight, he preferred the 
shadows. In a way he found 
refuge in photography, and 
perhaps oven some sort of an 
identity. He was happily mar¬ 
ried to Sonia Maino. whom he 
had met at Cambridge, and 
clearly the domestic routines 
built around his wife and chil¬ 
dren. Rahul and Priynnka. 


constituted his uni¬ 
verse. Inevitably, 
his best pictures are 
concerned with his 
private life. 

• A. recent exhibi-' 
lion, organised by 
the Tokyo Fuji Art 
Museum and the 
Rajiv Gandhi Foun¬ 
dation in Delhi, 
consisted of 193 
beautifully pro¬ 
cessed and mounted 
pictures chat 

divided Rajiv's 
oeuvre into basi¬ 
cally three sub¬ 
genres. There were 
the family cameos: 
the nature and wild¬ 
life pictures; and 
the very travel and 
touristy frames of 
places visited 
briefly. The worth 
of the pictures can 
be placed in virtu¬ 
ally the same order. 

In her introduc¬ 
tion to the book on 
Rajiv's photo¬ 
graphs, Sonia wrote 
that Rajiv took 
most of his pictures 
between 1968, the 
year of the mar¬ 
riage. and 1984. 
when he became 
prime minister. She 
admits his focus on 
the family was 
huge, and “he kept 
a photographic 
record of the chil¬ 
dren through ail the 
stages of their 
development, start¬ 
ing at the hospital 
within minutes of 
their birth.” Appar¬ 
ently Indira Gandhi 
always carried on 
her travels a minia¬ 
ture fold-out album. One of l 
and whenever she the imat 
felt the pictures 
were getting dated, 
she would ask Rajiv to renew 
them. 

The fact that his subject 
matter mattered to him shows. 
There are very fine portraits of 
Sonia's father, her sister and 
one of his brother, Sanjay, in 
Kashmir in 1965. that captures 
an innocence Sanjay never pro¬ 
jected once he entered politics. 
The finest pictures are of 
Sonia, revealing a kind of vul¬ 
nerability and light¬ 
heartedness that has never 
been her public face in India. 
One picture or her. at Turin, in 
1966. is particularly haunting: 
the young girl radiates a mel¬ 
ancholy air. presaging the sad¬ 
ness^' a life that will never 
wholly be hers to steer. 

Rajiv is as impressive cap- 
luring the character of his for¬ 
midable mother. There is a 
1971 picture, where, framed by 
Gandhi caps, the set of Indira's 
jaw and fingers reveals a deter¬ 
mination that was to humble 
Pakistan and her opponents 
later that year. Tnere is 
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Some changes became perma¬ 
nent. such as the heathlands 
scattered from the Hebrides to 
Prussia and Brittany. Their 
charcoal layers and changing 
pollen-record -a process which 
started around 3000 BC and 
continued into mediaeval drees. 

Vestal Fire vividly recounts 
the European contribution to 
the global tale of human pyro- 
mania and is part of Stephen 
Pyne's multi-volume Cycle-of. 
Fire. Pyne is professor of his¬ 
tory at Arizona State University 
and manages to combine a 
. wealth of information from his¬ 
tory, philosophy, literature, 
physical geography, ecology, 
agriculture, forestry etc in his . 
multi-discipline approach. -. 

This is a wonderful .book; biff 
it can be frustrating as the narra¬ 
tive tacks back and forth through 
so many topics. There ffle some 
quagmires, which will only be 
survived by the more academic 
reader, • but judicious skipping 
and persistence are amply 
rewarded. And after reading it, I 
guarantee that you will become 
more aware of the potential fire 
hazard within us all. 

Our honies.still include some 
gesture towards a hearth, how¬ 
ever functionless, and even the 
most chic cannot resist the vuK. 
gar allure of a “real-effect coal 
fife." Vesta, the Roman god¬ 
dess of die hearth and keeper of 
the sacred flame of Mount 
Olympus, will always be fur¬ 
tively worshipped in our hearts 
if not in all our hearths. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 




kHT:-.' 


One. of Rajiv’s favorite pastimes was capturing 
the image of his mother; Indira 


another, ostensibly playful 
one with Uule Rahul, in which 
Indira rests her chin on a large 
plastic ball, while the boy 
biitts it with his head. Look at 
it for more than a moment, 
and you know that she's rest¬ 
ing her chin on the globe, the 
most, powerful woman on the 
planeL At the same time, like 
a finely sensitive artist, he can 
reduce her, render her into 
humility. One of the most 
memorable photographs 
shows Indira against the sheer 
rock of the monolithic Kail ash 
temple in Ellora: tiny, sari- 
Clad. scurrying, dwarfed by 
(he ancient carved rock face. 

In his nature pictures. Rajiv 
uses scale to great effect. Sev¬ 
eral stick in memory for their 
expansiveness: the photo¬ 
graphs taken from planes; a. 
couple of cnchantingly serene 
ones of the Pongong lake in 
Ladakh; some mountain and 
lake-scopes; and two wonder¬ 
ful forest frames run through 

by silver mountain torrents in 


Mizoram, in north¬ 
east India. There are 
-others that are mera- 
. .orable for their dimin- 
. utiveness, in parti cu- 
. jar one of a plant’s 
tendril that undulates 
like. a striking 
mamba. Among the 
wildlife pictures, two 
stand out: one ’ of a 
tiger in Kanha, fangs: 
bared, eyes riveted 
dead centre on cam¬ 
era, an aura of primal 
menace radiating: and 
the other is of a croc¬ 
odile's armoured back 
breaking the water, 
Bangkok., ominous 
scales and placid 
green surface juxta¬ 
posed surreolly. 

Sonia has written 
about his obsessive 
interest in photogra¬ 
phy. and of his prefer- 
• ences. it- seems he 
liked to “shoot by 
available light, 

indoors as well as out¬ 
doors. and seldom 
used artificial lighting 
or reflectors." ' It 
seems he was meticu¬ 
lous about maintain- - 
ing his equip mem and 
photographs. and 
Carefully graded 'his / 
slides and prints for 
their worth. Accord¬ 
ing to Sonia, “He 
rarely cropped a pic¬ 
ture.’’ and that it was 
h!s “tranquil . and 
unhurried" approach, 
his attentiveness to 
detail thar “binds his 
images inio a unity, 
rather than' any spe¬ 
cific theme or style.” 

She Feels Rajiv’s pho¬ 
tographs radiate “a 
profound serenity, an 
taring awareness open to the 
patterns of light, and 
- colour and to the tex- 
. tures of human • 
existence." 

All that is true and reflec¬ 
tive of Rajiv the man.-and not - 
the poiiticrari. It is not surprise 
ing then .that the most disap- * J 
pointing pictures are his holi¬ 
day'pictures, touristy, frames 
of buildings and strangers:, 
and pseudo romantic .plTotas 
of poor urchins and working 
class people. Though-, lechni- -1 
cally excellent, they are basi- - 
cally standard • issue exoticai- .- 
and nothing more. As India's 
leading photographer, Raghu. 

. / “He had great pos- / 
sibilities. He had a keen sense . 
of trying-to-capture a situa¬ 
tion* but then it takes years.to -. 
develop vision and eomjcikx- 
n.y. But .Rajiv, the photogra-. 
pher was not destined to .get ' 
that grace period; the'.pbfiti 1 " 
cran intervened, and djre*i 
death knocked early. .Yerlf 
you look at the pictures Jbni 
enough; it is possible- 
them as his real legacy, pf. .{■ • *#.. 

Financial TanesSyndir^on \ 
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Programs on JTV 
from 14-20 March 


• Gafleria I (Tel: 079 33430): Titanic 
0 Galleria n (TeL* 079 33430): Titanic 
0 Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): GLIJane 

0 Philadelphia II (Td: 634149 )tDQ 7~ Tomorrow 
Never Dies 

0 Plaza (Tel: 699238):7Bomc 

• Concord I (Tel: (mmyjdsak I In Al Wali t.Arabia 
0 Concord U (Td: 677420): Long Kiss Goodnight 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

4:00— Holy Koran 

4 ; 10—The Hammerman ' 

■ 4 JO—French Program 

? * Canon The Adventrerer 

6:00—Square One 

6 JO—Neighbours 
7:00—News in French 

7:15—Discovering Magazine 

7 JO—News Headlines 

7 J5—You Bet Your Life 
8:00—Cinema, Cinema 

8 JO—Prism 
9:10—Time Trax 
10KW—News At Ten 
10 JO—Feature Film 

12:00 —The Respected F amil y 

SUNDAY 

4:00—Holy Koran 
4:10—Cartoon 
4 JO—Konan the Adventurer 
5:00—Don't Dream 
6:00—Skippy 
7:00—News In French 
~V 7:15—A Tour in France 
7 JO—News Headlines 

7 J5—American F unnies t 
8:00—Killing for living 

8 JO—People and Places in 
Africa 

9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:30-—North And South 
11:10—The Upper Hand 

MONDAY 

4:00—Holy Koran 
‘ 4:10—Cartoon 

4 JO—Konan the Adventurer 
5:00—TaOassa 
6:00—Riding High 
6:30—Neighbours 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Prog ram* 

7 JO—News Headlines 

7 J5—Hope And Gloria . 

8:00—Perspective 

8 JO—American Chart Show 
9:10—The Burned Bridge- 



You Bet Your Ufe, Saturday at 735 


10:00—News At Ten 
10J0—Law & Order 
11:10—Baywatch Nights 

TUESDAY 
4.-00—Holy Koran '.' 
4:10-^CRO 

.4:30—Konan die' Adventurer 
6:00—SmallTalk 

6 JO—Border Town ... / 

7HW—News in French 
7:15^IYenchJProgjrams 

7 JO—News HftaaKwwe 

7 J5—A Whole New Ball 
game- • ■ . ..i- ' 


8d)0—What Would You Do 
8 JO—Encounter . 

9:10—Acapolco Gulf 
IthQO—News At Ten - 
. lOJO-r-Feature FBLm 

WEDNESDAY 

4:00—Holy Koran 
4:10—Mr Bogus ■ 

4:30—French Programes 
6:00—The Finder • 

6JO—Neighbours • 

7:00—-News in French 
7:15—French Programs 
_7J0—News Headlines 
7 JS—Campus Cops. 


8:00— Traces Or GuBt 
8 JO—Hollywood Remembers 
8 JO—History Makers 
9:00— Filler 
9:10— Kung Fu HI 
I0dH>—News At Ten 
10JO—SHs 1<Jan/t 

THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—The Dinky Di’s 
2J0—The Prince And The 
Pauper 

2:45—Energy Express 
2:45— Animal Show 
3:00—French Programs 
5:00—NBA 
6:00—Acapulco Bay 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Big Brother Jake 
8:00—Trivial Pursuit 
8.-00—Great Romance 
8J0—Lois&CIark 

8 JO—Dr. Quinn The 
Medicine Woman 

9:10—The Operah Winfrey 
Show 

10:00—News At Ten 
10JO—Feature Film 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Teddy Rmcpin 
2J0—French Programs 
5:00—Lucky Luke 
5 JO—Bine Water Dreaming 
6:00—Tarzan 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Program 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—F-RJLKN.D.S 
8:00—Life on the Internet 
8JO—The Album Show 
9:10—Adventures of Brisco 
County 

10:00—News At Ten 
10 JO—The Beast (Drama) 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

16 JO—Arsene Lupin 
17:00—Cajou 
19:00—Le journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L'oeuf de Colomb 

DIMANCHE 

16 JO—Arsene Lupin 
17:00—Magazine 

Faut pas rever 
19:00—I* Journal 
19:15—Le Tour de France 

LUNDI 

16JO—Arsene Lupin 
17:00—Thalassa 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Magazine srientifique 
Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

16 JO—Arseoe Lupin 
17:00—Savoir plus sante 
19:00—I* Journal 
19:15—Tetes chercbeuses 

MERCREDI 

16 JO—Arsene Lupin 
17:00—UshuaZa 
19:0©—I^e Journal 
19:15—E=M6 

JEUDI 

15:00—Qni est qul 
15 JO—Sous vos 

a pplaudissements 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—A tomes crochus 

VENDREDI 

15:00—Qni est qni 
15J0—Julie Lescaut 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—AIM la Terre 
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ACROSS 
i Cheek 
S Pleasant to 
the taste 
10 Bogus 

14 Stritfei k> 

15 Aimcfica 
IS Bustle 

17 — breve 

18 Send, as 
payment 

18 GtnscM 
equme 
20 Cop 
22 Word game 

24 OmecCBed 
vessel 

25 CcOccn 

26 Hermetic 
31 Rasing 

places 

34 Numero — 

35 Rose 

37 Hand sheet 
39 —poker 
41 Loathes 

43 Bile on 

44 French 
noggin s 


aaaaaa 

BBBBBB 


48 Happen 
agMi 

48 Depot att*. 

49 Otifce 
made new 

51 Evident 

S3 Krfstofterson 

55 Mineral 
spring 

56 Garage 
worker 

60 Assisted 

64 Bawkderod 

65 Former 
Intfcn capital 

67 London 
galtery 

68 Lake 

69 Encore! 

70 —vital 

71 Colored 

72 Richards or 
Taylor 

73 Remainder 

DOWN 

1 Sfice 

2 Mah (ongg 
ptaea 

3 Sooner 
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Tyson sues King for $100 million 


New York—Former heavy¬ 
weight boxing champion Mike- 
v Tyson filed a $100 miUionlaw- 
buit against Don King, alleging 
the promoter cheated him out 
of tens of millions of dollars 
over more than a decade. The 
lawsuit filed in US District 
Court in Manhattan named 
King and his companies as 
defendants, alleging.. they 
acted as one entitled to 
enrich King at the 
expense of avul- 
nerable, unso- A 

phisticaied 
boxer who 

could not 
understand con- 
tracts." Despite 
his gross conflicts 
of interest, King approved one¬ 
sided. ' unconscionable and 
. oppressive agreements between 
Tv his companies and a boxing 
industry that wanted 10 benefit 
from the huge value of Tyson’s 
fights" the lawsuit alleged. 
Peter Fleming Jr., a lower for 
King, said he had no comment 
on the lawsuit. T^son is cur¬ 
rently banned from boxing until 
at least July for biting heavy¬ 
weight champ Evander Holy- 
- field in the ring. He hie earned 
an estimated $140 million in 
six fights' since he was released 


from an Indiana prison in 1995. 
after serving-tune for rape. The. 
boxer has been cheated out of 
fair participation in deals wcatb 
more than $100.mill ion an d has; . 
been subjected to a "pattern of i 
fraudulent conduct” that has - 
-been • **finan- ‘'. 
daily devas- 
taring . to 
Tyson," the . 
lawsuit 

' \ V^ said. King 
. had.' even 
surrounded 

^• thc wiffi . 

an entourage of 
. . accountants/ and. advisers 
that were actually” King pup¬ 
pets acting in thdoterests of the 
promoter jnd his companies," 
it alleged. The hue loyalties. 
were proven ■ when Tyson 
recently-separated himself from 
the King camp and i new/ 
accountant asked Tyson’s for¬ 
mer bookkeeper for Tyson’s •; 
records. “I can't (hand them 
over) because' the files are in 
cabinets owned by Don King,’ 1 
the lawsuit alleged the new 
accountant was.told The fraud . 
began almost as soon as King 
entered Tyson’s life in 1986. 
when Tyson was being man- 
aged by Jimmy Jacobs and Bill - 
Cayton, the lawsuit said. Jacobs 


died in J987 and Tyson fired 
Cayton in 1988. 

King and his companies then 
served as Tyson’s manager, 
confidant, adviser and promoter 
from 1988 to 1998, directing 
and developing every aspect of 
Tyson’s career, the lawsuit 
said. At the .time, the lawsuit 
said,” Tyson was a young pro¬ 
fessional fighter without any 
formal education, and King was 
an experienced boxing pro¬ 
moter and manager with a veri¬ 
table army of . professional 
advisers." "King knew that 
Tyson had a fundamentally 
inability to read and understand 
contracts and fully appreciate 
the effect of business transac¬ 
tions on bis life,” it alleged. 
King found ways to carve up 
Tyson’s purse so that little of 
the fight money made it to the 
boxer, the lawsuit said. Tyson 
was required to pay consulting 
fees to King’s wife, son and 
son-in-law and other fees to 
King's daughter, who was pres¬ 
ided of the Mike Tyson Fan 
Club, the lawsuit said- Tyson 
also paid for travel expenses 
incurred by King and those 
who traveled with him to meet 
Tyson as well as the cost of 
security, corporate cars, reno¬ 
vations at King’s businesses. 


unusually large purses to other 
undereard fighters promoted by 
King and fees for King's legal 
battles, the lawsuit said. 

The lawsuit alleged that King 
even took advantage of Tyson s 
imprisonment visiting him and 
persuading him to sign con¬ 
tracts when he knew the boxer 
had no access to an attorney. 
The last visit was five days 
before his release. Next week. 
King is scheduled to go on trial 
in federal court in Manhattan 
on charges that he and Don 
King Productions had faked a 
contract with Lloyd's of Lon¬ 
don insurance company to col¬ 
lect $350,000 in non-existent 
training expenses for a can¬ 
celed 1991 bout between Julio 
Cesar Chavez and Harold Bra¬ 
zier. In an earlier (rial on the 
insurance fraud charge that 
ended with a deadlocked jury. 
Chavez, the former World Box¬ 
ing Council super-light-weight 
champion, testified that King 
paid him only $80,000 to train 
and never told him about an 
insurance claim. During that 
trial. Tyson sat in the court¬ 
room in a show of support for 
King. King's other companies 
named in Tyson’s lawsuit 
include DKP Corp. and Kingvi- 
sion Pay. 



This Bulls’Dy nasty has a very 

short shelf life 


TAKE A picture because- the 
Chicago Balls' dynasty, as we 
have known it under die leader¬ 
ship of Michael Jordan, Scottie 
Pippen -and coach Phi! Jackson, 
is making its last regular- 
season appearance at Madison 
Square Garden, Sunday. 

against the Knicks. 

Jordan has said he’s retiring 
if Jackson doesn’t return; Jack- 
son's demise was negotiated 
before this season even began, 
and Pippen is headed out; of 
Chicago as a free agent in 
search or his just monetary 
reward. Dennis Rodman, too. 
will be packing _ U P hi& b J r " 
lesque act and hitting the road. 

The key remaining player 
will be forward Toni Kukoc. 
who often has sulked .in fats 
sixtb-man tole since- Jordan 
ended his baseball, career to 

return to the NBA three years 


ago. Recently. Kukoc moved 
into the starting lineup at power 
forward, replacing Rodman. 
The Bulls lave gone 7-1 in that 
stretch, andKukoc’s production 
and attitude have improved. 
Rodman is another story. 

He started the. Bulls’ past 
two games in place of injured 
center Luc Longley, who is 
expected to return to The ston¬ 
ing line-up; [Sunday. But Rod- 
man has made it clear he’s not 
happy coming off the bench. 
"It's one of those periods; I’m 
bored.’* Rodman said. "But I 
can’t sit on the bench. It*s 
more like I’m a spectator. I've 
got to be on the floor, out there, 
I can'i sit for the first eight- or 
nine nuntnes.’’ 

Rodman’S; minutes -are down 
in the-post eight games from 
(35.2 to 305), and .his league- 
leading rebounding has fallen off 


from 15.1 per game to 13.8. 
including three single-digit 
efforts. Kukoc"s stats are up 
across the board in minutes (28.8 
to 31.0). scoring (12.6 to 13.9). 
rebounds (4.1 to S.Q) and assists 
(4.1 to 5.6). Jackson has been a 
model of patience when it comes 
to tolerating Rodman’s indiscre¬ 
tions. but lately, he’s expressed 
concern over Rodman’s repeated 
tardiness, saying: 

*7 want to see an attitude 
shift. He is lagging behind eve- 
lyonc else. Dennis has been late 
10 practice and he is not atten¬ 
tive. Dennis knows what has to 
be done. 1 don't think 1 have 
gotten Dennis’ attention yet. He 
has to wake up. He has to come 
to grips with the responsibility 
he bos to this ballclubIt was 
assumed Rodman would return 
to the suiting line-up quickly, 
but Kukoc remaufr the starter. 


“It’s a great option to have,” 
Jackson said. “Wc are not des¬ 
perate. We all know what it 
takes to win a championship." 
In the strangest move at the 
trade deadline two weeks ago, 
the Bulls shipped Jason Caffey, 
who had performed well as a 
backup rebounder to Rodman, 
to the Golden State Warriors 
for David Vaughn, who since 
has been waived. 

At first. Bulls General Man¬ 
ager Jerry Krause said the trade 
would make Rodman more 
responsible by removing his 
safety net. Hearing that expla¬ 
nation. Rodman said Krause 
"should keep his mouth 
closed”. Said Rodman. "J’m 
going to be the same old Den¬ 
nis. That is a had strategy. 
Tbey should keep the team 
together, no matter whaL”At 
the lime Caffey was traded. 


Krause suggested it also would 
force Jackson to give Kukoc 
more playing time. “Phil and 1 
talked about the fact we needed 
to get (Kukoc) more time, and 
he has merited it,” Krause said. 

"When you don’t have some¬ 
body (Caffey) who is going to 
play a certain amount of min¬ 
utes, it is addition by subtrac¬ 
tion." That’s one way to look at 
it. But Caffey was effective in 
limited minutes, and Rodman 
was more effective as a starter. 
Only Kukoc has benefited, and 
no one can say the Bulls 
improved themselves for Che 
playoffs. 

If anything, it will be more 
difficult for them to add a sixth 
title. If subtraction is the goal, 
well, there will be plenty of that 
when this seas8>endsJI 

LA Times- Washington Post 
Newsservice 


Slate' obbr. 

4 Goobor 

5 Might 

6 Common 
vefb 

7 Btgcal 

8 Sweet 
topping 

9 Particular 

10 Passerine 
bod 

11 teraefl dance 

12 Genesis 
name 

13 Crowds 
21 Ratnhow 
23 Pate da lore 

26 Part oJ Eur 

27 — trie 

28 Wbylakenin 
[TBvofriq 

29 Frost 

30 Cbnsyntxri 

32 Wash Witty 

33 Gaffers 
36 Ten: comb. 

toon 
38 Strike 


40 Socman 
42 BrfglUness 
45 Teasdale 
47 FuBy 
developed 
50 Greek lyric 
poet 

52 Waver 
54 Attack 
58 School 

subject 

57 Jacottt 
twin 

58 Wax 

59 Famiy group 
61 Ashen 

6? Greek tatters 
63 HoBow 
66 hasten 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: With the sun in Pisces 
all week, this is a good lime to get 
involved in projects that will benefit 
others. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Tbe 
□ext few days could be kind of diffi¬ 
cult as a tough boss expects the best 
from you. You may have lo scurry to 
produce that result. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). It looks 
like an attractive foreigner has an 
interesting suggestion. You could faU 
in love without even being able to 
speak the same language. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You 
could be under a hit of tension as you 
uy to make the amount of money you 
have fit the amount of bills to be paid. 
This assignment will work best if you 
have help from another person. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). It looks 
like you and your partner will hit it off 
really well. Figure out a way to buy 
something both of you want, by doing 
it together. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). It looks like 
you're going to have a tough job. 
You'll be doing it with somebody you 
like, so that'll make it a little easier. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22). Make a 
connection with your sweetheart. 
You'll be immersed in a difficult pro¬ 
ject. Your full attention will be 
required to make this thing work, so 
don't schedule any dates. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Ocl. 23). You’d 
probably rather stay home in bed than 
do just about anything else. If you've 
got a friend nearby, that's even more 
the case. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). A friend 
comes to your rescue. He or she offers 
advice you never would have thought 
of on your own. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Money is your major concern. You 
want lo spend more than you have on 
somebody you tike a lot. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 

| You're in the mood to learn the whole 
i time the sun is in Pisces, so you're 
i going to g& a lot done. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). It 
seems like you’re putting more into a 
project than you're getting out That’s 
OK. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). A 
friendship could very easily turn into a 
romance. Make sure you're in the 
right place to have dial happen. 

If You’re Having a Birthday This 
Week: Your theme this year is friends 
and lovers. Looks like somebody who 
was one could become (he other, and 
vice versa. 


vG.. 


MONDIAL 

NEWS 


Finalists can call third goalkeeper 

PARIS—A third goalkeeper can be called into World Cup squads 
before and during the finals in the event of injury, organizers said. 
The move applies to any 22-strong squad with" one of their two 
goalkeepers injured. Squads containing three goalkeepers do not 
quality. FIFA's World Cup committee made the derision at a two- 
day workshop in Paris between organizers and representatives of 
the 32 final ists.B 


Klinsmann sets sight on US after 
World Cup 

BONN—Germany cap¬ 
tain Juergen Klinsmann is 
thinking of playing in the 
United States when he 
quits’ English Premiership 
side Tottenham at tbe end 
of the season. "It's an 
option after the World 
Cup,” Klinsmann told 
Kicker magazine. How¬ 
ever, the 33-year-old said 
he would take no derision 
about his future before the 
World Cup finals in 
France in June-July. 

He said his split with 
Spurs manager Christian 

Gross was inevitable. Klinsmann said last Friday he would leave 
Spurs because he could not agree with what the manager was 
doing. 

“Onistian and 1 obviously have totally different opinions about 
things.” he said last week. Gross, the former Grasshopper coach, 
has introduced a much stricter regime at Tottenham: including 
players staying in hotels on nights beforematches. This has not 
been a popular move with the club's big-money stars. Gross has 
also introduced training sessions on the morning of home matches. 

Klinsmann has had a poor time since returning lo Spurs, where 
he had an incredible first year before leaving for Bayern Munich. 

He has scored only one goal in seven games in a team that has 
managed only26 goals in 29 Premiership games. ■ 


French judges warned on 
hooligans 

PARIS—The French Justice Ministry warned prosecuting magis¬ 
trates to watch out for hooliganism throughout the country during 
the soccer World Cup. The ministry said ft should not be expected 
that trouble would be limited to the 10 stadiums hosting the event 
“Incidents or troubles may occur during the event anywhere in 
the country and especially during movements of national teams and 
their fans or in the cities where teams will be accommodated,'' the 
ministry said in a statement sent to magistrates. The French law 
has recently been changed to allow magistrates to ban trouble mak¬ 
ers from attending sporting events even if incidents in which they- 
had been involved took place away from stadiums. It will be up to 
magistrates to decide whether die offence is ‘‘directly linked with a 
Sporting event." the ministry added. Magistrates have already been 
assigned to each of the 10 World Cup stadiums and have the power 
to said trouble makers to court instantly., The ministry said that 
acts of racism or xenophobia around stadiums should be handled 
"with the utmost severity.” ■ 
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L’iconographie chez les Nabateens par Veromque Abu-Mjmeh 




Supplement en fran^ais du Star 


La reticence a representer les divinit4s sous forme humane 
est une constanle des peuples semitiques qui les distingue de 
VAnliquiti occidentale. Obeissani a ces traditions 
aniconistes, les Nabateens a Vorigine ne representaienl 
lettrs divinues que sous forme de blocs de pierre , les bdtyles, 
habitacles des dieux. L’aniconisme s’est perpitui tout au 
long de I’histoirc nabateenne non sans subir 
quelqu'aitirations. Nianmoins au ler siecle 'av. J.C., 
pcut-etre soils le regne d'Aretas ill PhiUietl&ne (87-62 av. • 
J.C.i, la culture nabateenne cedepeu apeu au synchredsme 
ct admet avec I'apport de divimtis helldniques les 
representations anthropomorphiques qui caractdrisent l’art 
grec. C'est ainsi que I'on observe an amalgame ftonnant de 
sculptures conformes au rigorisme de la tradition arabique 
el de sculptures figurant des personnages aux traits 


expressifs moulds dans les conventions de l'art heUdmstupte. 

La diesse igyptienne Isis, dont Petra etad I'un des centres 
cultuels les plus importants, Jut honorie sous des 
representations tr&s diverscs. Ci-contre a gauche sa forme 
betylique, reconntdssable d sa Jrise auxfeuiUes losangies el son 
visage stylist par des yeux en Haile dont I'orbite devait recevoir 
des Incrustations en pierres pricieuses. et une bande centrals en 
guise de nez. Fori differente est la statuette dicouverte dans le 
temple des Lions ailis (dreontre it droite) figurant la ddesse. en 
deuil de son edmpagnon Osiris. Son atti tu de rappeUe cede de la 
d&esse grecque Dimethre accablie par la disposition de safiUe. 
Cette variite iconographique correspond certainemeni aux 
different aspects de la diesse mass ripond surtout aux besoins 
d'une clientele hitiroclde organisie en conununautes ayant- 
chacune son sanctaaire propre. • 







Ec rival ns publics 

Conflit aux marches du Palais 

Malgre le permis du Ministere de / ’ Interieur . les ecrivains publics 
ne sont pas autorises a travail ler devant 
le nouveau Palais de justice. Chasses regulierement, 
ils reviennent chaque jour et reclament... justice. 


Depuis plus dc six 

mois. Ics ccrivnin* publics de- 
. vrinl le nouveau Pal .1 is Je Jus¬ 
tice <e trnuvcril lace u un di- 
Icmmc : devenir chumeurs ou 
defier ie gouvemement. En 
unut dernier, les eh uses se snm 
brouillees emre eux cl le Mi- 
nisiere de la Justice. Celui-ci 
decidait en cl lei de les e m pe¬ 
ttier d'cxercerdex ant le Palais. 

Cette brusque decision n'a 
pas manque d'exasperer le> ee- 
rivains publics. Ils invnquent 
pour Icttr defense des permis 
otnenus uupres du Ministere de 
rintcrieur et memc renouveles 
debut lev rier 9S. •• Tout ext le¬ 
gal. ntms anm v le droit do 
n.ii/s ir<mver la . elament-ils 
(pour nhicnir ce permis. il suf- 
17 1 d'etre Jnrdanrcn el d’avoir 
plusde IX ansi. 

Pour faire entendre leur 
cause, les ccrixains publics ont 


choisi de s'adresser au Premier 
ministre. Peine perdue : -Nous 
avons envoye une lettrc offi- 
ciellc nun's Majuli a deplace la 
probletne vers le Ministere de 
la Justice'', resrcitent-ih. La 
balle est done duns le camp du 
Ministere. 

Pas de syndicat 

L'administralion judiciaire 
ne rEcuse pas le point de vuc 
des ecrivains publics sur les 
permis. Le sous-secretaire 
prelere ne pas parler de dis- 
cordc ct justific la position de 
son Ministere : -Ces permis 
permeticnt leur presence de¬ 
vout 1‘ancien Palais de Justice. 
An sein du nouveau Palais, 
nous avons crec un Bureau de 
service public avec des em¬ 
ployes qui aidenl les citoyens-. 
Arguments legcremcm em- 
preinLs de muuvaise foi 








Etat des lieux 


Les ecrivains publics attendent un arrangement a l'amiable 
avec le Ministere de la Justice. 


puisque I'ancten Palais est 
vide ! 

Rosie que pour beaucoup. la 
presence des ecrivains publics 
est indispensable : «Dans le 
Bureau dn Ministere. on nous 
donne des formulaircs a rein- 
plir puis nous devons nous de- 
brouiller. Avec I'ecrivain pu¬ 
blic. c’est different. II est dispo¬ 
se a nous aider et a nous con- 
seiller, assure un particulier 
Abu Ali. je ltd espiique mon 
affaire. Puis tl decide qucUe 
est la demande officiellc neces- 
saire : procuration, caution...-. 

MalheurcuscmenL ce nest pas 
la rue qui fait la loi. Le conflit 
est toujours la et les Ecrivains 
publics ne savent pas quoi 
faire. Assis derriere leurs pe- 
tites tables en bois improvises 
sur le trottoir. stylos, papters. 
machines a ferine au garde-a- 
vous. ils enragent : -C'est une 
decision draconienne, s’insurge 
Youssef. dans la profession de¬ 
puis 12 i ms. ct personae ne 
nous soutient. Nous n'a vans 
meme pas d'ltssociation pour 
nous proleger-. 

Seuls deux ou trois ecrivains 
n'ont pas fair resignes. Karim, 
par exemple. Ecrivain public 
depuis 1986. rechignc a se sou- 
mettre h I'oukase du Ministere : 
•Souvent on nous on vote des 
pnliciers qui nous font deguer- 
pir. Nmis partons sans opposi¬ 
tion nwis le lendeinain, je revi- 
ens rarer que c'est mon sent 
moyen de subsistence*. -Le 
seul moyen. rencheril Ismail, 
un autre rebelle, nous devons 
faire vivre nos families et nos 
enfants. Cette decision nous 
prive de noire gagne-pain*. Us 
ont tous a peu pres !e meme 
train de vie (environ 200 dinars 
par mois) et craignent que le 
Ministere mainiienne coute 
que coute sa decision. Com¬ 
ment comptent-ils s en sortir ? 
-Dans I'immediat. nous allons 
resisier a eerie pression et con¬ 
tinuer a travailler malgre 
tout*, veut croire Karim, en sa- 
chant bien que cc n'esi pas la 
meilleure des solutions. A cote 
de lui. un autre ecrivain lance 
un cri de ddsespoir : -Nous 
nous abandonnons a Dieu. II 
n'y a de force el de puissance 
qu’en Dieu-. ■ 

Nahed Al-Khlouf 


Femme liberee a pas comptes 

Malgre les efforts des multiples associations, la situation de la femme Jordanienne 
evolue lentement. Sa vie politique, economique et sociale reste encore largement 
cloisonnee dans une societe masculine et conservatrice. 


C'est evident, u si¬ 
tuation des Jordaniennes nest 
pas celle des Afghanes nux- 
quelles la rceenle journee inter- 
nationalc de la femme elaii plus 
particulierement dediee. 

Rcstent un certain nnmbrc de 
blocages profondement aneres 
dans la sncicie patriarcale du 
royaume et qui cmpcchent une 
Emancipation plus rapidc des 
femmes. La Jordanic nc va-i- 
elie pas entrer dans Ic troisieme 
millEnaire sans aucunc deptilec 
dans la chamhre basse du Parle- 
ment 7 En 1993. avec i’arrivec 
pour ia premiere lois d'une 
femme -1'exubcrdntc Toujan 
Faisal- au sein d'un hemieyclc 
jusque la uniformcment mascu- 
lin. on pensait que Ic mouve- 
ment ctari lance, que la brcche 
ainsi nuverte. clle ne cesserait 
de s'clargir. 

Les elections legislatives dc 
novembre demicr sont venues 
refroidir tous ecs espoirs. Au- 
cune des 17 candidates n’a cn 
effet Etc elue. pas meme la sor- 
tante Toujan. malgre tous les 
efforts des associations dc 
femmes cuonJonnEes pour 
I'occasion par in Princessc B:ls- 
ma. Les Jnrdaniens sont prets a 



Les femmes ont le droit de vote depuis 1974 mais leur acces i 
responsabilites politiques demeure limite. 


laisser les femmes voter ou se 
presenter a des Elections mais 
pas a les voir sieger aux cotEs 
des homnics. Le~Roi Hussein, 
cn monarque cclairc. a su reE- 
quilibrcr un peu hi balance en 
nommant trois femmes dans le 
nouveau Senat. Mais sauf la 
maire d'un village prEs de Je- 
rash. Ics responsabilites poli¬ 


tiques des femmes s'arrelent Ul 
P our forcer {'obstacle d'une so- 
cietE conservatrice. les organi¬ 
sations de femmes ont lancE de¬ 
puis ic debut dc l'annee une 
vaste campagne pour imposer 
un quota de 20% dc femmes 
dans la Chambre des depulEs. 
Mais ie principe de cette dis¬ 
crimination positive est loin 


d’Erre acquis auprts de 
parlementaires rEticents. 
II y a quelques mois. Tun 
-d'eux afftrmait sans tire 
que les femmes devaient 
quitter leur travail pour 
mieux Elcver leurs eh- 
fants! 

Plus de divorces 

Les dirigeants . miles 
ont beau se persuader 
qu'il n'y a pasr de discri¬ 
mination h I'Egard des- 
femmes. les faTts et les 
chiffrcs sont contre eux. 
AujourdTiui encore elles 
tie reprEsentent que 
13.6% de la population 
au travail en baisse de 
ux quaire points en dix ans. 
Parallelement Ie chdmage 
des femmes est presque 
deux fois ct demi plus im-. 
poriani que celui des hommes. 
Bref Ie dichE de la femme au 
foyer a la vie dure.. • 

Enfin les Jordaniennes subis- 
sent route upe sErie de discri¬ 
minations juridiques, notam- 
ment fea: aux crimes 
d'honneur: le code pEnal donne 
le droit l un mari de tuer sa 
femme prise en flagrant dEIit 


Les Francises s’adapteiit mais ne plient pas 


Etre etrangere et epouse d'un Jordanien. Cinq 
Francises mariees it des musulmans tEmoignent de leur vie de 
femme: 

Martins, mariee depuis 22 ans: *Au debut, il ne faut pas faire 
trap de concessions parce qu'apres. la belle-famiUe vous en de¬ 
mande trop. Ils peu vent sc montrer encombrants. llfaui savoir 
mertre des iimites. Par exemple. Us savenr tres bien que je ne 
suis pas prelc a passer mon temps dans la cuisine». 

F., mariee depuir 17 ans : -Quoad on est jeune. on est pret a 
s ’adapter a tout. Ensidte, U v a des habitudes socialcs qui de- 
rungenl. le pouvoir de I'homme, celle autoriie sur lout qui est 
rvvoltante. C'est I'homme qui decide, la femme ici n'a ricn a 
dire ct je ne sais pas si ellc realise qu ‘etle pourrait changer les 
dioscs*. 

Fran^oise, mariee depuis 17 ans : -Sa fiunille auraii preffre 
une Jordanienne ou une Palestinienne mais a partir du moment 
ou U mail decide, il n 'v avail pas de problhne. Ils ont acceple 
que je sois Jiffcrenir. Et nous avons su imposer noire couple : 
hors dc question dc passer tous les vendreJis en famille ou de 


• ^ •-■“ -".-IT ■ . JCT- 

passer deux soirees par semainc chierz eux. (~.) Par rapport.a lid. 
■situation de la femme jordanienne. les choses pourraient mieux r 
se passer si les hommes voulaient etre hnnnetes mais eriraison 
de la maih aise interpretation de la loi islamique. la femme est; 
toujours soumise a I'auioritd du pere ottdu mart*. 

Evelyne, en Jordanie depuis un'an et denn : -let, la femme 
frangaise doit itre forte et silre d'elle. C est trfis important de 
pouvoir rester soi-m2me ct aussi d'etre en parfair fquilibre 
avec son conjoint. (...) La situation de la femme est caiastro- 
phique rant dans les milieux pauvres que dans les mHieuxaisfs. 
ou on I'enferme dans un role de seduction. C’est une soci&e. 
qui sotffre de conformisme»: ' 

NL, nrarife depuis 4 ans: -J'ai connu des difficuliis ayec jna 
belle-famiUe que j'ai dipassees : c'etaient.des invitations poUr • 
des repos ou des demandes qui passaieht toujours parmon 
mari et jamais par mol Parfais la fainille c'est un poids. Mais 
mon mari a su tres bien meitre les choses au point. Dv ioute 
faqon. le mariage mixte. e'est une bataille dans les detvcsens, il • 
foul faire accepter la piece rapportee*. ■ - 


d'adultbre. L'inverse est impos¬ 
sible. 

Pourtam ia Constitution s\i- 
puJe que -les Jordanie ns sont 
egaux devant. la loi » et qu'-il 
n y a pas dc discrimination en- 
ire eiLK sur le plan des droits et 
devoirs quelles que soient leur 
■nice, leur longue ou leur relig¬ 
ion y. Manque.... te . «sexe». 

Ccrtes. la Jordanie a ralifiE 
un bon nontbre de conventions 
intematibnales spr les Droits de 
I'homme, y compris celle con- 
cemant la suppression de touts 
forme de discrimination 5 
1'egard des femmes. Mais ces 
ratifications sont souvent ac- 
eompagnees de reserves. Cer¬ 
tains . articles, apparaissent in- 
compaubles . avec la loi 
islamique du pays. Autant dire 
que ces texres restent vides de 
sens et qu'ils influencent trfes 
peu les politiques et les mental¬ 
ity dominantes en cours. 

Tout n'esi pas noir. Au HI du 
temps. ’ Ics femmes jorda¬ 
niennes ont su se crEer un es- 
pace de libeitE sous la chape de , 
plomh d'une soriEte machiste 
et tribale. Aujourd'hui elles 
sont de plus cn plus nombneus- 
es 5 nc pas se marier (30% en 
1972, 45% cn 1990) ou meme • 
a.divorcer, surtout parmi les 
D'lius. fephEs. Eniuite. le taux de 
fEconaitE a senSiblemerit dum- 
nuE passbnt de ! 7,9 enfants par 
femme en 1972 a 5.6 en 1990. 
Parmi les raisons de cette 
baisse. I'utilisation plus gEne- 
ralisEe de la piUuie (plus de la 
moitiE des femmes mariEes). 
Enfin. Ja femme jordanienne a 
rEalisE des progrEs considEra¬ 
bies quant k son Education : 
baisse de i'analphabEtisme et 
augmentation du nombre des 
jeunes . filles qui poursuivent < 
des Eludes superieures. Au to¬ 
tal. pas de .revolution, pas 'de 
cataclysme. Pendant que les 
mentalitEs Evoluent lentement. 
les femmes se montrent plus 
patientes que jamais. ■ 

Suleiman Sweiss 

et Yannick LainE 



Doucement mais surement la francophonie pro- 
gresse en .lordanie. Le rram^ais confirme sa deuxieme 
place dans les langues etrangercs du pays, bien entendu 
loin derriere I'anglais. Pres de 32.000 Eleves ie choisissent 
durant leur scolurite. Dans les ecol» publiques, les en¬ 
fant* peuvenl commencer des la huitieme. Et lors du taw- 
jihi 1999. ii sera ajoute a la liste des matieres i>ptlonelies 
de la section lit tenure. Ensuite. 530 etu diants passent ac- 
tuellement une licence de franyais dans les universites de 
.lordanie et du Yarmouk. Pourqnoi le fran^ais plait au¬ 
tant ? .Fean-Marc Mangiante. I'attache linguist ique au 
Centre culture] rrunyais, veroit enormcmeni a ['argument 
politique dans Vevnlution dc la francophonie». Les re- 
centes positions de la France favorables aux Arabes dans 
Ic processus de paix et la crise irakienne ont suscitE beau- 
coup de sympaihie dans la population locale. 
-ParalLifemcrU. explique I'anachc. la francophonie est en 
rccul cn Israel car la position de la France y est mal 
pergue-. A ccla s'ajoutent dans Ie court terme loutes 
les operations dc promotion, teiles que ces journees de la 
Trancnphonie sou tenues par i'ensemhle des ambassades 
fnmuiphoacs de Jordanie. B 






Conference 

Fnincoplu’iiie • longue dc\ mures, pur Sal.ih 
StctiE. Cct iiRcicn amKiWidcur. pnetc et Eeri- 
vain libanjis. a recu cn i*W5 Ie Grand 
Prix de ia Fntncuphonic r.ir 
f Academic i'raric.usc. 

Samedi 14 mars a !Kh30. 
Nouvelle municipality. 
Ras-el-Ain. 








Concert 

Dc su formation eluSMquc ju 
plus haul niveau, Emma¬ 
nuel Bex a tire un hagage 
technique irrcprochahle et un 
amour pour I'ccnturc et Ics 
•irrjngcmcnLs. En 1995. 
1'Academic du Jazz lui d£- 
ccmc Ie Prix Django Rein¬ 
hardt. En 1997. j| s'assoc ie 
;i Sylvain Bcuf («xo- 4 
phono et Francois Laizcau 
(batlerie) pour former un 
trio. Dimanche 15 mars a 
20H30, a l'Hotel Meridi- 
en. Bex Trio joucra des 
compi^sitions originalcs 
Ecritcs par Emmanuel Bex. 


Litterature 

ence Longue et presence . a 

uurres. par Sal.ih t'hisioirc. par Gaston Chcrpil- 

'itdeur. p°cic et cert- lod fei contre). Ecrivain suissc 

incuphnnic rJ r ■ qui nous presenters son ttuvrc. 

• r O/ . Lundi 16 mars a lSh30 h 

rs a !Kh3U. la Maine d'Amman, 

tunicipalite. 

Cinema 

A- Le fleuve anx grandes eaitx. un 

4 ? court-mEtrage canadien de Fre- 

*->* ‘ ' • ;.r Tyn y dEric Back (1993). de 24 mn 

• . i«« *; •** '’-'S sur Ic fleuve Saint-Laurent. 

‘ , '* i r“"*** • Diva, film frangais de Jean- 

• rijuar* ; jr Jacques Beinrix (1980). sous- 

.-JR litre en urabc. Un jeune facteur 
t par amour pour une canuiiricc 

sc rclrouvc aux mains d'une 
IM ^ malfaiteurs. 

mHU Mardi 17 a partir de 
20H30 a !a Maine 
d" Amman. 

Fresque 

is ■■Uiit’rrr.sdc fhirutgc mcitlcniul ct tptinze mures dc passage oriental. La fusion 
i iuicllc des dens se tnidiuni u ir le nttir eruwnc tut nh'nssage. L'aruvre sent, d tra- 
utv ; f itiit'.\eait /xiv.vff',' 1 . une reflexion sur les cultures, les longues qui se ren- 
contrenl dans cette I mine immamiaire-. Paul dc Gobert expose ra scs reuvres 
pniparatoircs a sort pmjet dc fresque muntlc (dcssins. pastels ct toiles de 
pay sages iranguis cl jordaniens). Le vernissage sera suivi d'une confE- 
reru-c dc ( artiste sur le theme ct les aspects techniques de cette 
uux re .nnvi que de scs uuires realisations. 

Vernissage, vend red i 20 mars a 17h00. conference 5 
IShOO. Nouvelle municipalite. Ras-d-Ain. 

*“ !n ^ncours d'illustration dc conics francophones trn- 
duiLs en arabc pour Ics elfcvcs de 7 a 12 ans des ccoles jor- 
daniermes. Vernissage et remise des prix a 10h00. 
vend redi 20 mars a la nouvelle municipalite. 




L'agenda ciilturel d'Amnianr 

Cinema 

Cyde consacre a Facteur frangals Alain Delon ' "' * ' 
Trms hommes d uhaitre . un film de Jacques Derav f 19801 
soiis-iiirE en arabe. Une nuit, Gofaut dEcouvre un blessE a 
hwd tfune voi^ De.Muvcteur. il deviem fhomme iabattre.! 
^ un< k 16 mars S I8h30 et 20h30 au Centre cuttnrd\ 
fran?ais. Rcnscignemems au 637009 ou 676445 I 

EntrEelibre. .I 
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Secure your valuable data for 30 years , on reliable PC 
optical cartridges: 

NEC PD Optical Drive 650MB 


,-tf ■*- 
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Jordan’s PC market & pricing: 

What a mess! 

WELL, IT has become a custom of ours 10 take a look at the 
stale of PC prices in Jordan, every couple of months or so. 
With the fast shifts in pricing we are witnessing nowadays, 
even a weekly ‘market-watch’’is necessary. 

In the past, wc looked at the issue of PC pricing from the 
view of the consumer. It's worth examining the views of PC 
suppliers and sellers, who are the ones setting the prices in the 
markeL 

PC suppliers ore mainly two groups. Those who sell at a 
high profit margin and those who settle for a lower one. 
Among the lower-margin sellers, are the assemblers. Assem¬ 
bled PCs have dipped so much in price nowadays that it is 
quite common to come across □ 200MMX Pentium system— 
complete but without multimedia—for around JD 570. Now. 
that is startling. 1 

Upon talking to suppliers about this, they stated that it is 
quite obvious that companies making such an offering are set¬ 
tling for some JD 30 profit per PC. That's ridiculously low. 

As a buyer, this fact should draw your attention simply 
because a company that makes a measly profit of JD 30 on a 
PC system cannot afford to provide after-sales support. It's 
also not likely that such o company will remain in the market 
for loo long. 

It may be safer to pay an extra JD 100 for your PC. After 
all, today's buyers don't base their decision on the PC itself, 
but on the supplier; especially as most suppliers offer you 
comparable-performance PCs. 

If. of course, you're a risk-taker, or a user who is not wor¬ 
ried or concerned about his/her PC malfunctioning, then 
you'll probably go for the cheaper system! 

Getting back to the suppliers, it has to remembered that 
brand PCs have dropped in price and are nearing Lhe levels of 
reasonably priced assembled systems. 

A prominent supplier of assembled PCs said that his com¬ 
pany is actually shitting to selling American brand PCs. which 
are relatively expensive, but getting cheaper all the time. 
What's more, they provide a reasonable profit and can be sold 
on the merit of brand name. 

The assemblers 1 talked to all expressed their displeasure at 
the healed price competition in the markeL and discussed the 
wave of smuggling that can be clearly witnessed in the ultra- 
low prices of some systems. 

Apparently, computer parts are smuggled into Jordan, via 
air or land travellers. These parts are cheaper as they didn't 
pass through customs. Accordingly. PC systems end up being 
much cheaper. Anyway, the result is that major PC suppliers 
in Jordan are moving away from the cnd-user/consumer mar¬ 
ket and arc now heavily targeting the corporate market os 
profits can be achieved in volume sales from that sector. But 
even in the corporate market, organizational buyers are cost- 
sensitive and they are willing to accept a lender from on 
unknown company, without a track record, as long as the PC 
systems it offers are cheaper. The situation is certainly messy! 

Among the solutions being discussed is the establishment 
of an association for hardware suppliers, allowing them to get 
organized and providing buyers with an easy point of refer¬ 
ence about companies. The way it will work is by creating 
certain standards, which are the minimum requirements for a 
PC supplier to be awarded a membership in the association. 
By doing so. buyers will be better protected from the results 
of dealing with incapable suppliers and the organized efforts 
will help deliver more professionalism in services. 

It sounds like a reasonable idea. The question is whether 
the major PC dealers and suppliers in the country will get 
together and initiate action 1 * 


A lack of understanding and appreciation, bar- 
riers to software growth in Jordan: 


Amman (Star)—IN JOR¬ 
DAN, just like al] developing 
countries, there is a great po¬ 
tential of growth in the fields 
of analysis consultancy, fea¬ 
sibility studies and so on. 
New, modern projects, in : aU 
fields, require these services 
as a key to their success. : 

However, most large- scale 
projects ••-T- 

start opera¬ 
tion with¬ 
out enough 
emphasis 
- ^pn these as- 
*.:.,>ects. Mil¬ 
lions of di¬ 
nars are 
poured into 
the build¬ 
ings, equip¬ 
ment, - ma¬ 
chinery and 
material as¬ 
pects. Little 
funds are 
allocated to non-material, 
but equally if not more im¬ 
portant aspects. 

This is a very general state¬ 
ment that applies to any busi¬ 
ness. But how does it affect 
the field of software develop 1 
*ment? 

M Just like all other fields, - 
people need to become aware; 
of this non-material aspect of 
the business— i.e. software,. ' 
Customers are more- than 
willing to receive a price,, 
quote or. offer for iartfwart', 
detailing its. specifications.• 
Computers me .material 


things, which customers can 
understand. .They . feel that 
they can realize the benefits 
of ownership immediately. 

As. for software, customers 
have to pay now and receive 
benefits later. Customers pay 
for analysis.-design and de¬ 
velopment.' It takes months 
of testing. 1 and modifications 



before• the; user can depend 
on 'it; - Most people are not' 

' aware of the hidden costs of - 
development, nor .are •they- 
aware of the many benefits of' 
the development of tailor- ' 
madesoftware for their busi¬ 
ness. •• ~ .. ■" 

NormaDyr riiftre: is a. great 
. gap in prices of-similat cate- ? 
gory software’ in Jordan.; 
tetViaire die example of 
‘accounting systems*; There 
- are accounting packages :Ahat- 
sill ■foe as- Jow.'as JO 100, /. 
whereas p*ttore£ are » fopse 1 •* 
which rise m price footer JD" 


.5000. This wide gap in price 
puzzles the buyer. 

Of course, there is a reason 
for this price difference. Soft¬ 
ware is priced according to 
. programming complexity, 
time-spent on analysis, test¬ 
ing. the number of packages 
sold and the number of users. 

Obviously, there are many 
factors in¬ 
volved. So, it 
is not easy to 
compare and 
the buyer gets 
puzzled and 
cannot decide 
which pack¬ 
age satisfies 
his/her needs. 

It normally 
frustrates .. 
software de¬ 
velopers to 
explain to 
customers ’ 

,■ - .that they are 

offering them * package for 
'.JD 1,500 although It was sold 
to -.another -customer for 
around JD 300. This is not 
highway robbeo-. bat normal 
procedure when it comes to 
' software./Tt -all' depends on 
customer-size, number of us¬ 
ers, development and modifi¬ 
cation time; required to tailor- 

make packages according to 
customer requirements. 

.7 Until tailor-made packages 
gain proper appreciation, cus¬ 
tomers and spftware develop¬ 
ers Jordan-will oontnaie-to 
fact gitardifficulty in-mar-* 


By Star staff writer 
STORAGE MEDlA-has devel¬ 
oped enormously in the past 
. few years. 

Nowadays, computer users 
can enjoy the wonders of 
removable optical cartridges 
capable of handling huge 
amounts of data. 

For users at all levels, a 
mid-range, reliable optical 
drive is a very attractive 
option. This is rhe cose with 
the new PD Optical drive from 
NEC capable of storing 650 
MB. 

NEC claims that the media 
used (cartridges) are Phase- 
Change optical media, which 
offers non-contact recording. 
This results in exceptional reli¬ 
ability. The optical read/write 
head never touches the media, 
unlike floppy disks and mag¬ 
netic tapes for which read/ 
write heads are in constant 


movement across the record¬ 
ing medium (the disks or 
tapes i. 

Phase-Changed optica! 
media also is a non-mngnetic 
recording medium which 
ensures that the stray mag¬ 
netic fields can never alter 
your data. 

All these features of Phase- 
Change media culminate in 
the fact that you can enjoy 
more than 30 years of safe 
storage, ensuring more than 2 
million wriie/erasc cycles. 

As removable and rewrita¬ 
ble media, the cartridges are 
ideal for storage of graphic 
and medical images, data files 
and system backups. TTiey 
represent a viable alternative 
to tape backup devices, and 
the user gains the advantage 
of random access. 

Also, and added advantage 
it the ability to read a!i stan¬ 


dard CD-ROM formats, 
including music CDs (digital 
audio;. CD ROM modes 1 
and 2. Photo CDs. recordable 
CDs, CD-ROM XA and 
Video CDs can all be read on 
NEC PC Optical drives. 

Naturally. PD Optica! car¬ 
tridges ore much faster than 
floppy disk drives, as far as 
access rates are concerned, 
and because their speed is 
similar to standard hard disks, 
users can utilize the Optical 
drive as an extension to hard 
disk storage, placing seldom- 
used applications on PD Opti¬ 
ca! disks for easy reach. 

Smart Systems is offering 
the NEC Tow PD Optical 
drive at an attractive price of 
ID 250. 

For more information, con¬ 
tact Smart Systems on tele¬ 
phone 5539329. fax 5534329 
or email sman- 

systfj'go.com.jo. ■ 


SmartLink 56Kbps modems arrives 


KAYYALi CORP. for com¬ 
puters and electronics is the 
authorized distributor for 
•-Archtek America Corp- prod¬ 
ucts in Jordan and has intro¬ 
duced die SmanLink 56 Voice 
series to the local markeL 

These modems provide a 
speed of 56Kbps. built on the 
design adapted by Archtek 
from Lucent Technologies, the 
global telecommunications 
giant. It also includes USA 
components of an AT&T 
Chipset. 

SmartLink modems support 
the latest communication proto¬ 
cols and standards, including 
the ITU for vis.27/ 

keting them. 

. Software is a non-material 
item, that provides major ma¬ 
terialistic results. It organizes 
work-flow, reduces imnedes- 
sary procedures, gives imme¬ 
diate and efficient over-views 
and reporting facilities. It al¬ 
lows users to reduce their ex¬ 
penditures, while expanding 
their activities. This gener¬ 
ates more profits for the busi¬ 
ness. 

Software allows managers 
and owners to project and an¬ 
alyze their potential growth, 
which is key to improving 
Strategic management-deci¬ 
sions.- '• : - -• ' * - 



v29bis.Mnp2-4 and v.42 error 
correction and MNP 5 and 
v.42 his data compression. 
Taking its data compression 

This is sucb a wide view, 
that many people do not have 
the patience or the know-how 
to accept. It takes years of 
data-accumulation in an orga¬ 
nized manner, to improve 
management performance. 
So, data and the way to orga¬ 
nize it are the key points of 
software development. 

There seems to be little ap¬ 
preciation given to historical 
data and to organization, in 
all projects in all fields with¬ 
in the country; thus, little 
emphasis is given to software 
developments and low bud- 
. gets, are provided. Of course, 
the- situation differs enor- 


inio consideration, the actual 
performance speed of this 
modem could reach 115.02 kil¬ 
obits per second. 

The SmanLink 56K voice 
series supports most operating 
systems including Windows 
NT 3.51 and 4.0. V»'indows 95 
and DOS versions from 3.3 or 
higher. 

As for its operation, the 
modem has auto fall-back/ 
forward from 56.000 Kpbs to 
300bps. It has serial, binary or 
asynchronous 7 or 8 data biL 

For further information, con¬ 
tact KayyaJi Corp. at 5520310. 


mously abroad. Software is 
priced at around 20% of the 
cost of the hardware needed 
to run it! Companies pur¬ 
chasing information technol¬ 
ogy solutions need to set 
aside a separate software 
budget. 

Until the value of concepts 
like feasibility studies, analy¬ 
sis of needs, efficiency and 
others are realized to the full 
in Jordan, tailor-made soft¬ 
ware will remain unappreciat¬ 
ed. This is and will continue 
to cause suffering and lack of 
actual results for program¬ 
mers and system analysts in 
the Jordanian market. ■ 
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Orientals 
Media springs 

latest fashions 


THIS UPCOMING fashion 
show—the first of its kind 
in Jordan—comes on the 
heels of the immensely suc¬ 
cessful Orientals Media 
Winter Fashion Show orga¬ 
nized in Amman's In¬ 
tercontinental Hotel last 
December. There, top Jor¬ 
danian fashion organizers 
enthnsed over displays of 
the latest styles, presented 
in a way so unique it was 
the very definition of ele¬ 
gance itself. 

This year's festival 
promises to continue the 
tradition, with even more 
of the very latest in evening 
wear and wedding dress, 
men's suits, displays of 
modern sportswear, shoes, 
wallets, accessories and 
sunglasses, as well as dem¬ 
onstrations of attractive 
hair styling. A dinner and 
soiree are also slated for 
the event 

Members of the audience 
will be able not only to 
keep abreast of the latest 
line in the fashion world; 
they'll also have an oppor¬ 
tunity to win one of 300 
prizes in a lottery’ drawn 
from entrance cards. In ad¬ 
dition, a contest win he or¬ 
ganized to choose the best 
male and female models. ■ 


THE NEW COLOURS 
OF COMMITMENTS 


Saudi Arabian Airlines \~gc ji.:4-m!l Ju^il jjxJI 



c#nu* caterd Dans le cadre des Joumees 

JZJSaJaw de la Francophonie & Amman . 

v , „ organ isees conjointement par 

les Ambassades de .. . 

Bulgarie, Canada, Confederation Helvetique, Egypte, 
France, Liban, Maroc, Roumanie etTunisie 
en collaboration avec la Municipalite du Grand Amman 

V Le Centre Culturel Frengais 
et de Cooperation Lirigoistiqu&d'Amman 
a le plaisir de vous inviter a: 



Samedj 14 Mars 
Lundi 16 Mars 
Mardi 17 Mars 

Vendredi 20 Mars 




Activity 

• - -- • 

Conference 

SaJah STET1E: "Francophonie. langue des autres” 

Conference 

Gaston CHERPILLOD: Presentation lineraire 

Films 

„Le fieuve aux gran des eaux* de Ffed£ric BACK 

Diva de Jean-Jacques BEINEIX 

Concours 

Exposition des dessins d ‘enfants: 

Illustration de comes francophones 

Remise des prix aux gagnoms 

Vernissage 

Exposition de pastels: dessins et toiles par 

1 ‘artiste peintrc Paul DE GOBERT ' 

Conference 

Conference sur un projet de fresquemuralel Amman 
pari artiste Paul DE GOBERT 


Pour tout autre renseignement tetephoner au CCCL: Tel. 46 37 009 - 46 36 445 


http:ll 

star. 

arabia. 

com 

For More in¬ 
formation 
call: 

4652380 

4645380 


GET FIT FOR SUMMER... Af the best Health Spain town. 

* Aerobic Dance 

* Slide Aerobics 

* Step Aerobics . . ' 

* Aqua Aerobics 

* Aqua Natal Exercise 

* Post Natal Exercise 

At the Interfit Health Spa in the Hotel Inter-Continental Jordan 

For further information please call 461 5825 • I .u &V " 
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WURrCOMWlSlk ; ' 
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